Langham Parish Council 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 3rd January 2012
Cllr. Ellis congratulated Cllr. Schofield on the award of MBE for her services to Langham Community. Cllr. Garnett seconded this and there was unanimous approval.
1
Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllr E. Schofield 
Chairman
Cllr. C. Garnett
Cllr. A. Ellis
Cllr. A. Stacey 
Cllr. M. Bottwood
Cllr. A. Smith 
Also present were Mrs Kimberley, Mr. Newnham and Mr. Winter, Clerk to the Council. Apologies were received from Cllr. Durlacher. He asked that the following be read to the meeting.
“I am most sorry that I am not with you tonight. It goes without saying this is a very special meeting. I am so delighted and thrilled that Liz has at long last been honoured for all her selfless work that she has done for our community, aided and abetted dare I say, by not only Bob but her Mother as well! Liz it is a great honour to have been involved with you on the P.C. and seen at first hand only a fraction of the marvellous things you have done for this parish. If I was with you all tonight I would ask everybody to stand and salute Elizabeth Schofield M.B.E. perhaps you might do this anyway.”
2
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
3
Neighbourhood Plans
Sarah Sapsford of the RCCE gave a most interesting and useful talk regarding Neighbourhood Plans (NP). A NP is a pro-development document with the benefit of enabling a Parish to produce development policy within their Parish area rather than having it dictated to them. CBC’s core strategy will be up for review in the next year. If we are interested in producing a NP, the first step would be to contact Beverley McClean at CBC to see how likely development might be in Langham, and then perhaps talk to the RCCE. 
4
Minutes of the Meeting held on 1st November 2011
Cllr. Ellis proposed and Cllr. Stacey seconded that the minutes be agreed as accurate. This was accepted unanimously and Cllr. Schofield signed the minutes.
5
Matters Arising from the Meeting of 1st November 2011
	Ref
	Item
	Action By
	Status

	7.14 of 6/7/10
	The bank mandate form for Lettice Dykes needs to be completed.
	David Winter

	C/F until after the elections in 2012.

	7.1
	Whitnell’s Planning Application

Cllr. Garnett may be asked for the application to be called in to be heard before the full planning committee. He asked that information on the Powerplus application be forwarded to him.
	Cllr. Ellis

	Done

	7.2
	Bus Stops

Cllr. Bottwood will provide a revised map with the proposed formalised stopping points. It was agreed to ask for a stop at the Community Centre.
	Cllr. Bottwood
	See his report for the latest position.

	7.6
	Travellers’ Sites

The intention is to liaise with Boxted and Myland over contacting and visiting the travellers’ sites
	David Winter
	Eleven Councils with Travellers sites have been contacted. Four have replied and their replies circulated.

	8
	Roles of PC sub-committees 

It was noted that co-opted members of the public to any sub-committee had as much say as anyone else on the sub-committee, so that everything was not left to just the Parish Council. 
The Clerk is to send a copy of Simon Gallup’s letter to the whole council, and draft a reply to be approved by councillors
	David Winter
	This was superceded by subsequent actions.

	9.11
	Recycling Centres for Household Waste

It was agreed that notices should be displayed advising members of the public of these changes.
	David Winter
	Notices have been posted.


6
Residents’ Questions

Mrs Kimberley reported on Langham Cinema and after a successful start, they hoped to obtain their own equipment. She was asked to contact Cllr. Garnett to find contact numbers for Mrs Davis and Cory, who might be sources of grants.

Mr Newnham reported on the position regarding the Diamond Jubilee preparations. He explained that there would be commemorative items for children attending Langham Schools, but not living in Langham, but these would not be paid for from Parish Council funds. He also noted that the Sunday evening was available in case anyone wanted to hold a dance of some sort.
7
Reports to the Council.
7.1

Planning                       

Cllr. Ellis provided a written report.

DECISIONS

Application 111866: Willow Grove, Grove Hill – APPROVE CONDITIONAL

Application 111929: Whitnell Plant & Contracts, Change of Use. REFUSE

Application 111853: Ramsden Hall School Amenity Land, Renewal of Permission. APPROVE CONDITIONAL

Application 111967: Langham Lodge, Lodge Lane, Grain store building – APPROVE CONDITIONAL

APPLICATIONS AND PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSES

Application 111967 – Langham Lodge, new Grain Building - No objections.
Application 111929, Whitnell Plant & Contracts – Change of Use

This application seeks to expand the Local Employment Zone (LEZ) on School Road into the open countryside.

The LEZ on School Road is occupied and owned by two main businesses, The Whitnell Group and Powerplus Engineering. As this is the second application to consider the expansion to the site for car parking reasons and whilst we understand that each planning application is treated on its merits, we consider it appropriate to incorporate comments and key points regarding the previous application which was from Powerplus Engineering.

Powerplus had a planning application for 13 car parking spaces reviewed by the Planning Committee and agreed in July 2011. The Committee recommended that planning permission should be allowed for a temporary period of 5 years with a number of caveats which were to be accepted by the applicant. Three of these were:

Within two months the of the date of the permission the existing perimeter fencing and laurel hedgerow plants around the south and west perimeters of the applicant’s land shall be taken down and removed from the site to the satisfaction of the local planning authority.

Reason: The existing boundary represents an undesirable incursion into the open countryside and if not removed could lead to the creation of an unauthorised overspill area for commercial purposes.

PC Comment: it was clear from a previous failed planning application and appeal that commercial expansion at this site was not acceptable. The latest request from Whitnell Plant & Contracts follows a similar path. There are already existing areas of land that are fenced off and creeping development is an on-going problem.
The development shall be implemented in full accordance with the monitoring and targets set out in their travel plan, to encourage sustainable modes of transport which seek to reduce reliance on the motor car.
PC Comment: The Whitnell’s application requires 46 car parking spaces. 33 of the spaces are outside of the existing LEZ boundary. There is no travel plan associated with this application and the request encourages the “reverse commute” model with few people working on site that actually live in the village. It does not encourage sustainable modes of transport.
The use of land for parking purposes shall be limited to and for the sole benefit of Powerplus Engineering.

PC Comment: Currently The Whitnell Group sublet 5 of the units on the site and they have 4 units vacant. We believe that there is adequate space on the site for Whitnells to be able to run and expand their core business if they did not sublet to tenants.

Whilst the above comments concentrate directly on the need for car parking onsite the other aspect of this planning application is the expansion into the open countryside for heavy equipment storage. The final paragraph of the design and access statement says that the proposal will not invoke an extension to the LEZ boundary, which is simply untrue. As the LEZ boundary is drawn tight to the footprint of the existing buildings the majority of car parking spaces and the requirement for the storage of large oversize plant and machinery falls outside of this boundary. The whole concept of storage of large oversize plant and machinery is inappropriate for rural business in a residential location.

In response to the Powerplus application the Local Planning Authority made in clear that Policy DP9 states that proposals to expand an existing employment use into the open countryside will only be supported in exceptional circumstances, that a permanent planning permission for Powerplus Engineering was therefore inappropriate and that further expansion of the business could require relocation to alternative premises.

As we have stated before in previous applications, in Langham we already have two local employment zones and a large business centre at Lodge Lane which is bigger that both the existing LEZs. In addition to this we have three other business centres in the village. We support local businesses but at the same time we are trying to protect our village environment from further incursions into the open countryside and we believe that the Core Strategy and the LDF Site Allocations Document are there to provide the framework to help us do this. You will also recall that two government inspectors have reviewed the LEZ site status at School Road and found no reason to expand the site. The two Government Inspectors stated that the site on School Road should not be expanded into the open countryside beyond its existing 1.06 ha. This position is supported by the Borough Council’s Spatial Policy Team, the adopted Langham Village Design Statement and 350 residents of Langham. 

We accept that there are traffic problems in School Road but this is caused by parents collecting/delivering their children to the nearby primary school and not local businesses’ parking problems.

We will also be making a request to our Ward Councillor to have this application called in to the Planning Committee should you have a mind to grant planning permission.

Accordingly, the Parish Council registers its strong objection to this application.

Application 112098: Stour House, High Lift Road - No objections.
Application 112245: Southern Cross, Perry Lane - No objections.
Application 112368: Eastmoor, Moor Road – Side Extension

This property has been the subject of a number of additional extensions upwards and to the rear beyond the original single storey bungalow, which sat on a relatively modest frontage. The present proposal, together with previous extensions, appears out of keeping with both the original and neighbouring properties, and would now extend to the full width of the plot. We are concerned at restriction of light to the neighbouring property and noise nuisance from the proposed cinema room. Additionally, no kitchen is shown on either plan. We consider that light restriction may be a material consideration with this application and would recommend high specification sound proofing to the proposed home cinema and a revised plan showing the kitchen.

Local Listing

This is progressing, with examples to be sent to CBC. There will need to be consultation with the owners of properties suggested for local listing.

Neighbourhood Planning

There have been meetings, with Andrew Tyrell on 28 November and Laura Chase, through CALC, on 1 November on this subject. The Planning Committee will report their proposals to the next Parish Council.

7.2 

Roads and Transport

Bus Stops

There was a meeting with Adrian Summers on 9 December. He will confirm the exact details of the bus stop locations, which will be in line with the agreed stops currently in use. There will be a stop at the Community Centre.

Bus Shelter

The possibility of using the lay by on Wick Road is being considered.  Cllr. Bottwood has contacted BT to see if the telephone box can be removed.
Effluent on A12 north of the Birchwood Bridge

An email was received from Ian Hollands who was concerned about effluent seeping from the west bank of the A12 close to the Birchwood Road flyover. CBC environmental control officer has been contacted and Ian Hollands will be informed of the outcome.

Parking on the Old Ipswich Road

A complaint was received from Andy Hardie a resident of The Old Ipswich Road. Cars are parking on the grass verge (Langham side) and in the lay-by along this stretch of road. There appears to be a car sharing scheme operating here and cars are left there during the day. ECC Highways have been notified and have carried out a site inspection but there were few offenders at the time of the inspection. ECC Highways have now passed this over to the Parking Partnership to look into parking restrictions as currently there are none in this area. Mr Hardie said he would take a picture of cars parking on the verges so that Highways could review this. 

Broadband

Buzcom are making progress on putting an aerial into Stoke by Nayland, and the target date for service to Langham is the end of January. Buzcom are favoured because no upfront finance is needed.

There is a grant scheme called the Rural Community Broadband fund, mainly designed for businesses (ie users requiring speeds in excess of 24Mbs). Cllr. Bottwood will talk to Mark Pertwee about this, and will also send a copy to Brian Hindley at Dedham.








Action:
Cllr. Bottwood
7.3 

Recreation Ground
Cllr Durlacher provided a written report thanking everyone for their help with bonfire night and reported a profit of about £4,500. It is proposed that this will go towards improved electrical facilities for use outdoors. This would be very useful for the Diamond Jubilee celebrations. 
The adult exercise equipment should arrive in January.

7.4      Housing

Cllr. Garnett will check to see if Rayners Court has got proper insulation.
7.5  
Community Council    
The roof and end gable have been repaired for £3,000, and the balcony roof is next to be done. They have obtained a Cory grant of £17,848 for refurbishments.
Bookings are going well, with the possibility of a six week let in summer to the Ministry of Mayhem.

7.6

Ward Councillor           

Before asking Moira Grozborg of the RCCE to conduct a housing needs survey, Jean Flewin is to be asked for a copy of the questionnaire they have produced.

 Action:
David Winter
7.7 
Footpaths     

There have been three problems reported
· The bridge at Lower Lift Cottages is closed for 6 to 18 months for repairs. This lengthy period is to be queried. 


Action:
Cllr. Stacey

· The new track by the church is to be checked. 
Action:
Cllr. Stacey
· Complaints regarding the dog at Stonefield Farm are to be investigated.

Action:
Cllrs. Stacey and Garnett

7.8 
General Purposes     

There was nothing to report. 

8
Correspondence received.
All planning correspondence has been sent to Cllr. Ellis for his attention.

1
Travellers’ Sites 

E-mails have been received and circulated to Councillors from

· Little Dunmow (13 December) - litter and noise problems, but not too bad.

· Woodham Walter (15 December) – generally positive. Extended an invitation for Councillors to meet them at their parish Council meetings (next 9th January)
A visit is to be arranged for Cllrs Schofield and Ellis. 
Action:
David Winter
· Cressing (16 December) concern over illegal expansion of sites.

· Ridgewell (24 December) no problems since a residential manager was installed.

2
Bus Timetable Changes 

None seemed to affect Langham.

3
 Essex County Council – Making the Links December

An e-mail copy is available, and in future, e-mail will be the only way in which this publication is circulated. This edition mentions item 1 above.

4
EALC County Update for November

There is a free conference on Wednesday 29 February 2012 on Statutory Planning and the Localism Agenda to which Councillors are invited. We can have two attendees (if there is any space). Cllrs Stacey and Garnett will be interested in attending if space is available.
Action:
David Winter
5
Swan Care and Repair 
Swan Care and Repair has taken over the contract for providing home improvement services to residents over 60 or disabled. A summary page and some information brochures have been provided. This is to be put on the notice board.

Action:
David Winter
6
CBC Precept Request
The form for this has been received and has to be submitted by 6th February.

7
CPRE – Planning Explained Brochure 

A 70 page brochure has been received. To be passed to Cllr. Ellis.







Action:
David Winter
8
EALC – Information on elections

9
 CPRE Fieldwork – Winter magazine
10
Dedham Village Plan – a late copy received.

A copy is available on-line.

11
Magazines

Copies of the Playing Field, RCCE’s Oyster and the River Stour Trust Lock Lintel.
9 
Administrative matters
The Clerk reported that his main activities since the 1st November meeting have included

· Bonfire night on Saturday 5th November.

· Continued work on the Diamond Jubilee celebrations.

· UK Networks visit about trimming trees away from overhead cables.

· Visits from Wicksteed to organise the placing of the new  exercise equipment and setting the concrete foundations into the ground.

· Travellers’ letters to Parish Councils with official Travellers sites.

· Town and Parish Clerks meeting on 16th December.

10
Receipts and Payments
A list of payments (£9,929) and receipts (£15,917) was circulated.
11
Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 7th February 2012 at Langham Community Centre at 7.30pm in the committee room. 
12
Any other urgent business
Means of restarting the gardening and over 60s clubs were discussed. Ideas such as 

· a community allotment attached to the community shop

· making enquiries of Age UK, CCVS, WRVS and Saga

· running a function along the lines of the community café at the Community Centre to encourage people to come along and express their opinions as to the viability of re-starting both clubs
were considered.





Action:
David Winter
Mr Guy Williamson is to be asked if he will cut the hedges behind Orchard Cottages in Wick Road.









Action:
David Winter
There being no other urgent business, the meeting closed at 9.20 pm.                             
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