Langham Annual Parish Meeting
DRAFT
Minutes of the meeting held on 21st April 2011 
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Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllr. E. Schofield 
Chairman

Cllr. A. Brown

County Councillor

Cllr. C. Garnett
Borough Councillor

Cllr. A. Stacey
Cllr. A. Ellis

Cllr. M. Bottwood
Also present were 11 members of the public and Mr D. Winter, Clerk to the Council.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. W. Durlacher and Mr. S. Gallup.  
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Chairman’s Welcoming Speech
The Chairman welcomed everyone and thanked all those who gave their time and energy to the village. She specifically mentioned
· All the Parish Councillors and the Clerk
· Ernie Schofield for his work as village maintenance man, from which unfortunately he had to retire because of ill-health. Anyone interested in this job should contact the Clerk or Cllr. Schofield.
· Charles and Elsie Hewitt who work tirelessly for the village, with an enormous amount of time spent on the recreation ground. Unfortunately Charles has had to retire because of ill-health and Roger Hobday has taken on his job.
· Elizabeth Ellis for tending the planters throughout the village.

· Elizabeth Ellis and Maxine Thomas for providing the refreshments for this meeting.
3
Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting
The Clerk read out a shortened version of the minutes. Mr. David King proposed and Cllr. Ellis seconded the motion that the minutes were a true record. This was passed unanimously.
4
CBC – Spatial Policy Team
Karen Syrett, the manager of Colchester Borough Council’s Spatial Planning team, gave an interesting talk on the work done by her team to produce the Local Development Framework. They were one of only 5 local authorities in the country to produce the three main documents, namely the Core Strategy, Site Allocations Document and Development Policies Document. Having the framework in place will hopefully minimise the effects of the Localism Bill. CBC has identified a need for 830 dwellings a year to be built, with most developments in north Colchester, Stanway and Tiptree so that villages such as Langham are unlikely to be affected.
On the Localism Bill, her comments were that it has prompted a lot of debate and speculation, but the details have yet to be revealed. She expects information on Neighbourhood Planning to be coming out soon. It was clear to her that decision making will not be taken away from CBC.
5
River Stour Trust

John Morris of the River Stour Trust gave a most interesting talk on its work since its foundation in 1968.
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Finance Report
The Clerk presented his financial report which showed expenditure for the year of £57,450 as compared to the budget of £32,300. The main increase in expenditure was for donations from the Council towards the extensions to the Community Centre. £15,000 of this expenditure was met by grants received, but £20,000 came from the Council’s reserves. Overall, the Council’s income was £57,175. The unaudited figures show balances at the bank of £55,340. Of this, approximately £31,000 is ring fenced for

· Recreation ground improvements, such as a new gate, adult multi-gym and the re-use of the old community shop (£15,000).

· Tennis court maintenance as needed up to a total of £7,650.

· Holding garden society funds in case anyone wishes to re-open the club - £3,590.

· A bus shelter (£4,750).

Looking ahead, for 2011/2012, despite the 50% reduction to £2,163 of the rate support grant, the Council has kept Langham’s precept at just £845 more than the previous year, at £17,122.

When the audited accounts have been prepared a notice will be displayed on the Parish Council notice board and the accounts may be inspected by arrangement at that time.
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Reports from the Council.
7.1 Planning

Cllr. Ellis reported that over the last two years, the Colchester Local Development Framework, superseding the Local Plan and intended to form planning policy for the next decade, has come into operation. This contains the Core Strategy and Site Allocations Submission. Langham responded strongly to representations during the consultation phases, including major residential development in the village and an industrial site bordering the A12. Extracts of the Government Planning Inspector’s report of his decisions from the SASD examination were on the display boards. The borough council now plan to review the Core Strategy in 2012 and no doubt there will be further representations concerning Langham at this time.

The new government administration has also proposed radical reforms to planning and in December 2010 published its Localism Bill, which includes proposals on Neighbourhood Planning. Information is available from the government Planning Portal. The Parish Council plans to collaborate in the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan with the borough council and will be seeking the views of residents in due course.

During the last year, as a statutory consultee, the Parish Council has received copies of 27 planning applications for comment. 
One positive development in the last year has been the beginning of a process known as “local listing”. This will involve recognition of those buildings of historic interest and value, which do not currently form part of English Heritage’s national buildings listing. English Heritage has recently produced guidelines for this process and the Parish Council, together with Laura Smerdon and Simon Gallup, have had an initial meeting with the borough council, Wivenhoe Residents Group and Philip Crummy, Director of Colchester Archaeological Trust, to explore this further. Laura Smerdon and Simon Gallup, our village historians, have identified up to 19 buildings in Langham which they consider worthy of national listing, as well as meriting a form of local recognition.

I should like to close by thanking the planning sub-committee i.e. Martin Bottwood, Simon Gallup and Andrew Stacey for all their efforts over the past year and can almost guarantee some “interesting times” ahead. Thank you.
A member of the public asked about the gypsies on Severalls Lane. There are about 60 on site having come from St Johns Green, and before that Surrey. Legal proceedings to eject them have been set in motion.
7.2 Roads and transport

Cllr. Bottwood presented his report as follows: 
Highways Budgets and Spending

· The budgets available from Highways have been reducing year on year, and there is no CIF Highways budget this year, so we are trying to do more work with less money.

· The budget for this year’s Carriageway Resurfacing Programme is about £2 million, and it is very encouraging to see that 4 projects are earmarked for Langham. These are 800m of Wick Road, 1500m of Park Lane, 900m of School Road and 3.5km of Dedham Road. These may be scheduled for around July. All this work will be chip and tar surface dressing followed by rolling. It will then be “trafficked in” to settle te stones and will be a little messy during this time. We expect there to be 20 mph speed restrictions. Before the surface dressing is carried out, there will be patching work undertaken, some of which has been completed.
· The Highway Rangers who do minor works, not pot holes, are funded for 8 months.
Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS)
This was erected in Park Lane at the beginning of March and picks up speeding vehicles sooner than we expected, well before they reach the 30mph zone. There have been no complaints from residents. A resident at the meeting thought it had been a great success, with speeds past her house being reduced.
New A12 Junction
· The jury is out over how successful this has been in reducing the “rat run” through Langham, and its full effect is unlikely to be felt until the northern approach road phase 3 is completed. Construction works should begin in early 2012. There was a traffic modeling exercise undertaken about this time last year and the information was shared with us by Paul Mclean. Another one will be undertaken in May, and we can then review the changes which would hopefully show a reduction due to the new A12 junction. Cllr. Stacey felt from his experience traffic volumes have reduced. 

· Cllr. Bottwood has requested Highways to put an “Unsuitable for Heavy Goods Vehicles” sign at the Runkins Corner end of Langham Lane. There is considerable damage caused by HGVs to the sides of this road.

· The Park & Ride planning application has been submitted and is expected to go to the planning committee in June/July.

Buses 
· There has been resistance from residents to having a bus shelter outside their houses. It has been discovered there are no formal bus stopping points in the village. These must be formalized first, hence the bus users’ survey. 

· There have been significant changes to the bus timetable, not least the removal of most of the 93 services in the Ipswich to Colchester direction. The old bus shelter has been demolished and the lay-by closed for safety reasons. There has also been a reduction in the 755/756 service, but ECC has tried to fill the gaps by introducing additional 247 buses. The Parish Council has put together a new bus timetable which is shown on the village website. 
Broadband Survey

The survey was carried out by the Rural Broadband Partnership/County Broadband, and 104 responses have been received. Most respondents were interested in a high speed service, though the survey did not make reference to the charging structure.
Questions from the General Public

Mr. Sutherland asked if the Parish Council was pushing for the fête to be restored to the village. Cllr. Schofield said that volunteers would be needed to run this event and they are increasingly difficult to obtain. However, it might be possible to combine this in 2012 with celebrations for the Queen’s diamond jubilee.
Mr. Sutherland asked if the Parish Council was making any attempts to help the village become more environmentally friendly, along the lines of a briefing of 29/04/2008.  Mr. David King pointed out that in Nayland, he thought £45,000 had been raised from members of the public to put photovoltaic cells on the school roof. They would then share in the government feed-in tariff. This will be raised at thye next Parish Council meeting.
7.3 Recreation Ground:      


Cllr. Durlacher submitted a written report.
 

He was pleased the recreation ground was made good use of in the past year in spite of the disruptions posed by the building works and bad weather. The bonfire night was a great success and his thanks go out to all those who helped make it such an enjoyable evening. In spite of poor Bob Schofield’s back problems he still managed to orchestrate everything superbly well and was admirably supported by Matt taking over as lead manager and the cement that held everything together and kept supplying copious cups of tea or coffee was of course Liz. He thanked all those who rallied round on the day to rebuild the bonfire.

 

The recreation ground will soon have new storage space. The old shop has been purchased and will be moved next to the existing pavilion as soon as the contractors for the move can arrange it. At last bonfire night equipment, village garden open signs, possibly Colchester Rabbit Club equipment and so on will be housed at a central site rather than dotted around the village. On completion of this move and after the construction of a new fence and gate, which leads to the pavilion, the rough hard core in the middle of the old gate will be covered 

 

He wished Charles Hewitt a speedy recovery. He and his wife Elsie put in a lot of time and hard work making sure the football pitch is playable, in spite of the rabbits wishing to use it as their latrine. Charles has also been responsible for keeping an eye on the playground area. His thanks go out to both of them. Ernie Schofield has also retired from the job of general village handyman. His help painting seats etc on the recreation ground was greatly appreciated. He will be missed.

 

Perhaps there is someone in the village who would like to get involved as Ernie and Charles have done. Please contact The Clerk if you know of someone or are interested yourself.

7.4 Community Council

Cllr. Schofield briefly reported that the new operational structure covering management of the hall, cleaning, booking and promotion was in place and working well. The Community Centre was now making money rather than losing it.
7.5 Footpaths 

Cllr. Stacey main points were:
· The general condition of the footpaths, especially to the north of the village, is very good. The footpaths to the south, following the acquisition of a quad bike by the farmer were also much improved. However, there were problems re-instating footpaths in the central area, especially following potato planting. 
· 100 Lane had been cleared for the Colchester Half Marathon.
· He thanked Pauline Bonsor for keeping up the monthly Parish walk.
7.6 County Councillor
Cllr. Anne Brown provided ECC’s Annual Parish Update, which will be circulated to Councillors and any other interested parties. She explained that funding withdrawals had made it a very difficult year. However, £150m economies made so far (by outsourcing and arms length companies) have meant that cuts can be restricted to £14m, less than 1% of the £2 billion council budget. Of this budget, £0.5 billion went on care for older people. On the health front, there should be a GP consortium covering Colchester and Tendring, a very similar area to the current PCT. 
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 Residents Questions

There were no other residents’ questions.
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Next Meeting
The date for the next annual parish meeting.was set for Thursday 19th April 2012. This was to be booked with the Community Centre’s manager.

Action – David Winter
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.30pm.
