Langham Parish Council 
DRAFT

Minutes of the Meeting held on 6th September 2011
1
Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllrs. Schofield
Chairman
Cllr. Garnett 
Cllr. A. Ellis
Cllr. A. Stacey 
Cllr. M. Bottwood
Cllr. A. Smith 
Apologies were received from Cllr W. Durlacher.
Also present was Mr. D. Winter, Clerk to the Council.
2
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
3
Minutes of the Meeting held on 5th July 2011
Cllr. Smith proposed and Cllr. Stacey seconded that the minutes be agreed as accurate. This was accepted unanimously and Cllr. Schofield signed the minutes.
4
Matters Arising from the Meeting of 5th July 2011
	Ref
	Item
	Action By
	Status

	7.14 of 6/7/10
	The bank mandate form for Lettice Dykes needs to be completed.
	David Winter

	C/F

	7

	POWERPLUS PLANNING APPLICATION

The Parish Council was advised to object formally to any other unauthorised expansion on the site. 

	Cllr. Ellis

	This is being done, including the expansion by Whitnell. 

	6.1
	8 Hillcrest Cottages

Details will be sent to Cllr. Garnett so that he will be able to progress this matter.
	David Winter

	Done.

	6.3
	Recreation Ground
The Clerk was asked to get a competitive quotation for the work needed on the entrance to the car park.
	David Winter

	Cadman provided a quote that was twice the charge of Whitnell.

	7.2
	D Elmer Letter of 1st July 2011

Letter referring to correspondence in January 2010 regarding work (or lack of it) on listed buildings at Ramsden Hall School and Glebe Farm. Details circulated on 1st July 2011. The Clerk has contacted ECC and will also contact English Heritage
	David Winter

	Contacted. ECC say the buildings are surplus to requirements, and English Heritage has no money available.


5
Residents’ Questions

There were no questions.
6
Reports to the Council.
6.1

Planning                       

Cllr. Ellis provided a written report.

DECISIONS

110875: Fen View, Moor Road – Conversion & extension, APPROVE CONDITIONAL
101901: Powerplus Engineering, School Road – 13 Car Parking Spaces, TEMPORARY FIVE YEAR APPROVAL TO APPLICANT ONLY WITH STANDARD AND NON-STANDARD CONDITIONS

110987: 1, Hillcrest Cottages, Greyhound Hill – Rear extension, APPROVE CONDITIONAL
111015: Langham Oak Cottage, Park Lane – 3 Bay Cart Lodge with garden room and storage, REFUSE
111042: Shell Allstop, A12 Northbound – New fuel Tanks, APPROVE CONDITIONAL
111107: 2, Orchard Cottages, Wick Road – Extensions and Alterations, APPROVE CONDITIONAL

111156/111157: Holly Tree Cottage, Dedham Road – Amendments to approved application, APPROVE CONDITIONAL
111147: Redlands, Chapel Road – Single storey extensions & alterations, APPROVE CONDITIONAL  

APPLICATIONS AND PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSES

111156/111157: Holly Tree Cottage, Dedham Road – Amendments to Approved Applications

No objections.

111147: Redlands, Chapel Road – Extensions and Alterations

Other than the novel development of a garden room to the front of the property and the streetscape appearance, we have no concerns.
111353: The Plovers, Ipswich Road – Replace Cart Lodge

No objections.

111483: 3-bay cart lodge with garden/games room (resubmission of 111015)

Should the amended application fulfil the guidance provided by CBC planning services and be in accordance with Listed Building requirements we have no issues.

111421: Shell Allstop, A12 Northbound – New 7.0 m high pylon sign

No objections.

National Policy Planning Framework (NPPF)

Cllr Ellis had contacted Karen Syrett and received a reply from Laura Chase about this.

1. The NPPF is intended to support the localism bill.

2. The draft NPPF is out for consultation and CBC is to respond to this.

3. The NPPF implementation timescale depends on the responses received and the government’s action as a result of them.

4. Will the NPPF supercede the LDF? CBC will look closely at the LDF to try to obtain a certificate of conformity.

5. In the absence of detailed guidance on the relationship between the CBC local plan and a village neighbourhood plan, the parish council could start to investigate this area.

Cllr. Garnett feels that the housing allocations will be reviewed because Myland is not prepared to accept the number of houses scheduled for it. This could leave 1,200 houses to be farmed out, possibly to the villages. His information is that developers are buying as much green field land as possible to the north of the A12. This would affect Boxted, Langham and Great Horkesley. 

Cuckoo Farm Park and Ride
This has been approved by Essex county Council.

6.2 

Roads and Transport

Cllr Bottwood reported as follows:

· The white lining has been done, as has the patching along Langham Lane. He would like a sign saying the road is unsuitable for heavy vehicles.

· Bus route 755/756 has been cancelled and replaced by the 93/94 route.

· At the CALC meeting on1st September, Andrew Weavers spoke about the proposed removal of the standards commission. This will put the onus as to how standards are to be handled on to the parishes. We will await CBC’s guidance. 
Broadband

There have been meetings with Buzcom, a wifi company, and Callflow Solutions, a local loop unbundling company with wireless transmission from a fibre source to a Callflow cabinet next to a BT cabinet. Buzcom will cost a maximum of £185 to set up and £12.25 per month, and will provide speeds of 12.5 mbps, assuming there were no problems with the wireless connection. Callflow will require £10,000 to £15,000 per cabinet, and would provide speeds of 20mbps or greater. The financial stability of both companies should be checked as we would not want any company that provided services to Langham to go out of business. Cllr Garnett proposed the motion that a Buzcom solution be seen in operation and provided this was satisfactory, they be invited to Langham to discuss their offerings. Cllr. Bottwood seconded this and it was approved unanimously.

In the meantime, potential sources of grants for the Callflow service should be investigated.

The chairman thanked all the councillors for their work throughout the summer.

.6.3 

Recreation Ground
Preparations for bonfire night on Saturday 5th November were well under way. The Chairman hoped that all Councillors will be available to help on the day and possibly on the previous Saturday to help build the bonfire.

6.4      Housing

There is a full insulation programme planned for Rayners Court, and Cllr. Garnett will meet the new housing officer later this month about this.
There is no registration of the land at 8 Hillcrest Cottages. Cllr. Garnett will ask the enforcement officer to encourage the owner of this property to ensure the track is kept free from obstructions. 




Action: Cllr Garnett

The housing officer is to be asked to let the council occupants of number 6 know that parking is available by the garage.



 Action: Cllr Garnett
6.5  
Community Council    
Bookings are going well.
6.6

Ward Councillor           

It was agreed that Langham should approach housing associations to do an affordable housing needs survey in Langham. If further housing was proposed for Langham, it was felt this information might be very useful.

Action: Cllr Garnett
6.7 Footpaths     
There was nothing to report. 

6.8       General Purposes
Mainly covered in the broadband discussions.
7
Correspondence received.
1
Card from Cllr. Garnett

The card thanked the Parish Council for their best wishes.

2
D Elmer Letter of 27th August 2011

Mr Elmer complained about speeding in Wick Road. This was reported to Essex Highways and Cllr. Brown, who David Elmer had contacted, was asked if she had any news. Cllr. Bottwood is to report the missing 30mph signs to Highways.

Action: Cllr Bottwood
3
Clerks & Councils Direct
4
 Essex County Council – Making the Links August

5
EALC County Updates for July and August
6
Revenue Grant Funding

The information included a letter from Cllr. Dopson, notes of a meeting at Messing, and Cllr. Dopson’s reply. Currently a working party organised by CALC is looking into the proposals with Cllr. Dopson.

7
ECC Minerals Development Document

Two sites are proposed for Ardleigh to the south of the road from Ardleigh to Lawford. Cllr. Ellis has full details. Notices of a meeting at Ardleigh Village Hall on 20 September have been displayed.

8
Essex Air Ambulance

They have written to ask for a donation. They are to be asked if they would like to take a stall at our bonfire night. 




Action: David Winter
9
Sundry Periodicals etc

A substantial amount of literature has been received, including

· Dedham Vale Society summer magazine

· A new bus timetable, map and August/September Bus Passenger News

· CPRE Fieldwork and Countryside Voice magazines

· RCCE Oyster magazine

· The Playing Field newsletter

· A brochure describing the work of the Relatives and Residents Association. A notice has been displayed

· Details of the East Anglia’s Children’s Hospice Family Fun and Dog Day on 25 September at Layer Marney Tower.

10
Sundry e-mails

· Homestead and Little Oaks – declared surplus to ECC’s requirements. Have we any comments? The planning team will consider this. The Council feel that the house is not listed.




Action: Cllr Ellis
· Does Langham want to participate in the winter salt scheme, where 1 tonne of salt in bags is dropped at one location in the village, and we have to keep it secure and ensure it is distributed as required. ECC is to be asked if they will let us use the old barn, but generally the idea was generally approved of.
Action: David Winter
· Parish Liaison Meeting – Rowan House on 28/11/2011, to discuss planning issues. There was interest in this meeting as a previous one had been successful.
8 
Administrative matters
The Clerk reported that his main activities since the 5th July meeting have included

· Whitnell’s relocation of the old Community Shop and improvement to the recreation ground entrance.

· Preparation for bonfire night on Saturday 5th November.

· Collection for the widow of the gentleman who died at Powerplus.

· Initial work on the Diamond Jubilee celebrations.

· Meeting with Cllr. Schofield at Messing to quiz Cllr. Dopson over her proposals concerning the removal of the revenue grant support to parish councils.

· CALC meeting with Cllr. Bottwood on 1st September.

Cllrs Schofield and Ellis had been to see Mrs Molak to hand over the donations from Langham parishioners.

9
Receipts and Payments
A list of payments (£7,742) and receipts (£500) was circulated.
10 
Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 4th October 2011 at Langham Community Centre at 7.30pm in the committee room. 
11
Any other urgent business
There being no other urgent business, the meeting closed at 9.20pm.                             
Diamond Jubilee

This was discussed. There was no objection to Roger Newman as chairman, even though he lives on Langham Road in Boxted.

Money will be allocated to these celebrations under section 137 legislation. A small initial amount will be allocated to get the project going. Thereafter, a budget would have to be approved up to an agreed limit. Cllrs Durlacher and Schofield had suggested a total maximum of £2,500.                                        

1

