Langham Parish Council 
DRAFT

Minutes of the Meeting held on 5th July 2011
1
Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllr W. Durlacher 
Acting Chairman
Cllr. A. Ellis
Cllr. A. Stacey 
Cllr. M. Bottwood
Cllr. A. Smith 
Apologies were received from Cllrs. Schofield and Garnett 
Also present were Mr Oliver and Mr. D. Winter, Clerk to the Council.
2
Declarations of Interest

Cllr. Smith declared his interest in planning application 111107, referring to the house in which he resides. Otherwise there were no declarations of interest.
3
Minutes of the Meeting held on 7th June 2011
Cllr. Ellis proposed and Cllr. Stacey seconded that the minutes be agreed as accurate. This was accepted unanimously and Cllr. Durlacher signed the minutes.
4
Matters Arising from the Meeting of 7th June 2011
	Ref
	Item
	Action By
	Status

	7.14 of 6/7/10
	The bank mandate form for Lettice Dykes needs to be completed.
	David Winter

	C/F

	7.1 

	8 Hillcrest Cottages

The footpath to this house has been altered to allow vehicular access. 


	David Winter

	Borough Councillor Nigel Chapman has taken up the case with Colchester Borough Homes’ (CBH) legal department which believes it owns this access footpath. 

	7.8
	Eco-friendly village.

This report will be put on the web site. Cllr. Schofield will be asked to raise it with the Community Centre.

	Cllr. Schofield
	This was raised with the Community Council.

	7.8
	Eco-friendly village. 

It will be sent to Ian Sutherland for his comments
	Cllr. Smith
	This was done.

	8.2
	Letter from Powerplus – circulated 11/12 May
The Clerk is to draft a reply for approval of the planning committee
	David Winter

	A letter was agreed by the planning committee and has been sent to Powerplus.

	8.4
	Rivers Hall Estate – EWGS Management Plan

Cllr. Durlacher is to check this and pass it to Cllr. Stacey.
	Cllr. Durlacher
	Checked and found nothing of significance regarding woodland in Langham.

	8.5
	Wicksteed Safety Report – circulated 18 May
There is nothing above a medium risk. The Recreation Committee will discuss possible action. 


	David Winter

	No action proposed at present, though Roger Hobday has been asked to check the playground every two weeks.

	8.8
	Pond Corner Hedge (Wick Road/Park Lane junction) 
A resident has complained about the state of hedges obstructing views along the road. The owner is to be contacted, but because it is the bird nesting season they are unlikely to do any cutting for a while. 

	David Winter

	Guy Williamson was contacted and expects to cut the hedge in September.

	13
	Any other urgent business

The Clerk is to check our insurance

 as regards kite boarding on the 

recreation ground.


	David Winter

	There are no problems as long as we are not encouraging it, nor providing equipment. If the kite boarders become more frequent users, we should suggest the kite boarders might like to take out their own insurance.


5
Residents’ Questions

Mr. Oliver asked what was happening on broadband. Cllrs. Bottwood and Ellis summarised the meeting they had recently attended, the Clerk mentioned CBC’s plans using their CCTV infrastructure which will be clearer by the end of July, and Cllrs Stacey and Smith will be attending a meeting organised by the EALC. A survey is needed to see what backing there is for wireless broadband, and provided this can be obtained without long term commitment, it may be a sensible short term option until fibre optic cable is available.

6
Reports to the Council.
6.1

Planning                       

Cllr. Ellis provided a written report.

APPLICATIONS AND PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSES

110987:  1, Hillcrest Cottages, Greyhound Hill – proposed rear extension
No objections 
111015: Langham Oak Cottage, Park Lane – Cart Lodge with adjoining garden room and storage

Langham Oak Cottage is a listed building and, as the proposed building falls within its curtilage, we consider that it should be in keeping and character with the listed property and may be subject to Listed Building Consent. As the present proposed building has the potential for change of use to accommodation, we consider that any planning approval be conditional upon its continued present intended use. Other than this we have no concerns.

111042: Shell Allstop, A12 Langham – Renew tanks and fuel dispensers

No objections.

111107: 2, Orchard Cottages, Wick Road – Extensions and Alterations

No objections

POWERPLUS PLANNING APPLICATION

This was heard on 30th June 2011 and Powerplus was given temporary approval for 5 years specific to the applicant only for a reduced number of parking spaces. Powerplus will also have to remove the steel fencing. The intention is that if Powerplus continues to expand, the 5 year period will give them time to find a more suitable site.

The Parish Council was advised to object formally to any other unauthorised expansion on the site and will do so. 




Action: Cllr. Ellis
8 Hillcrest Cottages

Details will be sent to Cllr. Garnett so that he will be able to progress this matter.

 






Action: David Winter
6.2 

Roads and Transport

Cllr Bottwood reported as follows:

· Local Highways Panel met on 4th July. 
· From 25th July, Rob McDonald will be our new Highways Liaison Officer. 
· The Rangers have a budget of £130k for the year.
· Road repairs have been completed as planned, with the white-lining to be done.

· Langham Lane has been marked up for re-patching.

· It was mentioned that potholes needing repair can be reported through the Highways website as before.

· The Northern Approach Road has been designed and is scheduled for completion by the end of 2012.

· A planning request is in for Cuckoo Farm Park and Ride, though at present there is no budget for it.

· In the absence of any reply from ECC regarding possible new bus stops, the results of the bus survey will be posted on the web site.
.6.3 

Recreation Ground
The Clerk was asked to get a competitive quotation for the work needed on the entrance to the car park.




 Action: David Winter
6.4      Housing

There was nothing to report. 

6.5  
Community Council    
There was nothing to report. 

6.6

Ward Councillor           

There was nothing to report. 
6.7 

Footpaths     
Cllr. Stacey reported that he will be strimming the footpath to the north of Nightingale Farm.
6.8       General Purposes
Cllr. Smith reported that Mr. Sutherland was happy with the report on the eco-friendly village.
7
Correspondence received.
1
Essex County Council – Making the Links
 No particularly relevant articles.

2
Clerks & Councils Direct
No particularly relevant articles.

3
D Elmer Letter of 1st July 2011

Letter referring to correspondence in January 2010 regarding work (or lack of it) on listed buildings at Ramsden Hall School and Glebe Farm. Details circulated on 1st July 2011. The Clerk has contacted ECC and will also contact English Heritage.
Action: David Winter
4
Roger Hobday
He confirmed his acceptance of the job of Village caretaker and groundsman.

5
Tennis Club
Confirmation they do not intend to promote the provision of a third tennis court for the time being.

6
EALC County Update 
No particularly relevant articles.

7
RCCE
Invitation to their AGM on 6th July.

8
Magnox – Bradwell Site – Decommissioning update meeting 
This was an invitation to attend a meeting on 11 July.

9
Quote from Lionel Whitnell to improve the access to the Recreation Ground

This was circulated on 1st July.

8 
Administrative matters
The Clerk reported that his main activities since the 7th June meeting have included

· Submission of the end of year report to the external auditor. 

· Contact with Nigel Chapman over the Hillcrest Cottages problem.

· Help with the organisation of the litter picking event.

· Arranging the use of the recreation ground for football training for Stanway Rovers under 15 teams whilst their usual pitch is being restored.

· Town and Parish Clerks’ meeting on 23 June. It was interesting to hear CBC’s plans to use their CCTV network to run a cable for broadband around the town centre, with feeds to provide wireless broadband to villages such as Langham.

· Meeting with Whitnell’s to arrange the relocation of the old Community Shop. They still have not started. 

9
Receipts and Payments
A list of payments (£2,324) and receipts (£1,240) was circulated.
10 
Next Meeting 
There will be no meeting in August. The next meeting will be on Tuesday 6th September 2011 at Langham Community Centre at 7.30pm in the committee room. 
11
Any other urgent business
There being no other urgent business, the meeting closed at 8.50 pm.

5

