Langham Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 7th June 2011
1
Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllr. E. Schofield 
Chairman

Cllr W. Durlacher 
Cllr. A. Ellis
Cllr. A. Stacey 
Cllr. M. Bottwood
Cllr. A. Smith 
Apologies were received from Cllr. C. Garnett 
Also present were Mrs Kimberley, Mrs Helliwell, Mr and Mrs Oliver, Mr FitzGerald, Mr Shouksmith, Mr John Jones and Mr. D. Winter, Clerk to the Council.
2
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
3
Minutes of the Meeting held on 3rd May 2011
Cllr. Durlacher proposed and Cllr. Stacey seconded that the minutes be agreed as accurate. This was accepted unanimously and Cllr. Schofield signed the minutes.
4
Annette Thorpe, BT Regional Partnership Director East of England

Mrs Thorpe talked about possible broadband developments. The most optimistic scenario for rural communities such as Langham is for Essex County Council to submit a successful bid to the government for funds to be used towards a universal broadband service improvement. This would be a minimum of two years away. Langham could pay for wireless services and get far superior broadband speeds to those currently available. Points to note about wireless broadband include
· Technology is changing rapidly and it might be sensible not to commit to more than an 18 month agreement.

· Wireless broadband depends on line of sight transmission.

· There could be capacity problems if there were a large number of users.
· There might be a problem of the community not benefitting from fibre optic improvements on the grounds that it has already solved its broadband problems. The legality of this was questioned at the meeting.

· If grants were applied for, they should not come from government sources to ensure Langham would be sure to benefit from more general national broadband improvements. 

After a good deal of discussion, Mrs Thorpe, Mrs Helliwell, Mr FitzGerald, Mr Shouksmith and Mr John Jones left the meeting.

5
Matters Arising from the Meeting of 3rd May 2011
	Ref
	Item
	Action By
	Status

	7.14 of 6/7/10
	The bank mandate form for Lettice Dykes needs to be completed.
	David Winter

	C/F

	9.1 

	Environmentally Friendly Village

Following Ian Sutherland’s question at the Annual Parish Meeting, information that might provide ideas as to how this might be done is to be sought. 
	Cllr. Smith
	Paul Hinsley has been contacted to check current policies. Cllr. Smith will report at the meeting (see 10.8).

	9.3 

	Village Handyman

The Clerk is to identify the amount of work involved in this job and to arrange to advertise the position.

	David Winter

	Roger Hobday is to be asked if he is interested in marking out the football pitch for the same fee as was paid to Charles Hewitt. (£220 pa)

	9.4
	Office Supplies

The Clerk is to investigate the cost of obtaining portable display boards, a projector and a screen.







	David Winter

	The display boards we borrowed from RCCE were Nobo show boards and cost about £141 for each set (we had two sets, each containing 3 panels). Projectors cost anywhere from £100 to over £1,000, and I feel reluctant to advise on their selection because of my lack of expertise in this area. Might it be sensible to see if a cinema club is started at Langham and combine any expenditure with them?

	7
	Rural Broadband Initiative

Cllrs Bottwood, Stacey and Smith agreed to form a group, including Eric Creber on his return, to take the matter forward. Cllr. Bottwood will contact BT to see what their proposals are, and liaise with Lloyd Felton. 

	Cllr. Bottwood
	The group has been formed and will meet to decide what steps to take.

	10.3
	Condolences were to be sent from the Parish Council to Elsie Hewitt following the death of her husband Charles. 



	David Winter

	Done

	10.3
	Rose Marie Spurgeon is to be asked to obtain a wreath for his funeral on 16th May, and as many Councillors as possible should attend.
	Cllr. Schofield
	Done

	10.3
	The clerk was asked to order the adult exercise equipment.
	David Winter

	See 11.6 below.

	11.1
	The Council has been asked to agree to the building of a third tennis court.
	David Winter

	Reply sent but no response has been received.

	11.2
	An e-mail from Flagship Housing was forwarded on 26 April. They have been approached by a local land owner who is interested in providing affordable housing in Langham
	David Winter

	Reply sent suggesting they contact Karen Syrett in the first instance.

	11.4
	An e-mail had been received from the River Stour Trust which asks for help with the Sudbury to the Sea voyage.


	David Winter

	They have been contacted to ask them to suggest details of their requirements which we will publicise. They will produce a notice about this.

	11.6
	Section 106 Money

The latest monthly report showed that £3,262.44 is available for use in the Ward. 
	David Winter

	This has to be used for leisure/recreational activities, specifically outdoor activities. We would not get the money for broadband, but might for the adult recreational equipment. I have to send details of the project to CBC so that they can complete the application form. Cllr. Garnett should be the person to approve this application. Wicksteed will arrange a site visit.


6
Residents’ Questions

There were no questions but comments were made that the Community Council should lead by example in investigating the use of green technology.
7
Reports to the Council.
7.1

Planning                       

Cllr. Ellis provided a written report.

DECISIONS

110199/110200: Red House, Dedham Road – APPROVE CONDITIONAL
APPLICATIONS AND PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSES

110875: Fen View, Moor Road - Conversion and new rear extension
No objections 
8 Hillcrest Cottages

The footpath to this house has been altered to allow vehicular access. Essex County Council (ECC) Highways has been contacted to check the legality of this. The Planning Department say that no planning regulations have been infringed.

Colchester Borough Homes, CBC Health and Safety, and the Land Registry are to be contacted. 






Action: David Winter
7.2 

Roads and Transport

Cllr Bottwood reported fully that the Highways budget had been approved and all the projects proposed for Langham are still in the plan.

The results of the bus survey were presented. It was agreed to add a request for a stop outside the Community Centre when the report is submitted to ECC. When we hear from ECC, the results of the survey will be added to the web site.
Cllr. Schofield thanked Cllr. Bottwood for all his work on the survey.
.7.3 

Recreation Ground
There was nothing to report. 

7.4      Housing

There was nothing to report. 

7.5  
Community Council    
There was nothing to report. 

7.6

Ward Councillor           

There was nothing to report. 
7.7 

Footpaths     
Cllr. Stacey reported that largely because of the dry weather, all the footpaths seemed to be in very good condition. 
7.8 General Purposes
Cllr. Smith reported on the topic of the eco-friendly village as follows.

In essence, the 2008 scheme as queried by Ian Sutherland at the AGM is now defunct, and whilst this has been replaced by other council/government backed schemes, these also appear to have suffered significant funding cuts or have also closed. Obviously there is a wealth of information/references available on this topic, but most generally leads in a circle back to the same few schemes that are available: -
· · Feed in Tariffs (FITs)*

· · Renewable Heat Incentives (RIH)*,

· · The Green Deal (new government scheme – not yet operational).
*Important to remember that these only pay when renewable energy is being generated/exported when the scheme is up and running, and are not up front capital grants to actually fund the design/construction of a project.
If we consider the community centre as our priority project (although Paul Hinsley (ECC) seems to be looking at individual homes/village, rather than specifically at the

Community buildings), the options we could consider are: -
· · Solar Electricity (photovoltaic panels) or Solar Water Heating

· · Heat pumps (ground or air source)

· · Biomass boilers

· · CHP unit

· · Wind Turbine

What provisions do we currently have – what is the life expectancy of this kit, when would we foresee replacing the existing equipment– perhaps any renewable scheme would be best considered at that stage?
However, important note:

All the various points of information do state that ‘before considering renewable energy projects, the target properties must already be as energy efficient as

possible’, otherwise any energy we may generate will simply be offset by that lost

through poor building construction etc. Advice on this can be found at the energy saving trust website – perhaps we could put a link, or even some guidelines/hints and tips on the parish website? For example, energy efficient measures include: -
·  Insulation walls, lofts, under floors
·  Double glazing

·  Draught proofing

·  Temperature controlled radiators/heaters

·  Low energy light bulbs
·  Blocking off unused chimneys

· Turn off equipment (not standby) and lights when not in use
This report will be put on the web site. Cllr. Schofield will be asked to raise it with the Community Centre.





Action: Cllr. Schofield
It will also be sent to Ian Sutherland for his comments.
Action: Cllr. Smith

8
Correspondence received.
1
Letter from Powerplus – circulated 11/12 May
 Receipt has been acknowledged. The Clerk is to draft a reply for approval of the planning committee. 





Action: David Winter
2
Good Companions Club
 We have received the balance of their funds (£312.18) to use as we see fit. They hope that if a similar organisation started up we would support it.

3
Dedham Vale Society – edition 69 of their magazine

They would like the Parish Council to join the society at a membership rate of £50 for 5 years to cover the cost of their twice a year magazine. Cllr. Stacey proposed and Cllr. Bottwood seconded the motion this should be done. This was approved unanimously.
4
Rivers Hall Estate – EWGS Management Plan

This is a large report about their woodland management plan. I have acknowledged receipt of it. Cllr. Durlacher is to check this and pass it to Cllr. Stacey.
Action: Cllr. Durlacher
5
Wicksteed Safety Report – circulated 18 May
There is nothing above a medium risk. The Recreation Committee will discuss possible action. 







Action: David Winter
6
EALC County Update – circulated 27 May
Articles on wind power, with a possible trip to a conference at Ely on 14 July and one on Plunkett Foundation help for Community Shops (details sent to Gill Flack).

7
Litter Pick
This has been proposed for 2nd July between 9.30 and 11.30 and e-mails have been sent to local organisations asking for help. Numbers are needed by 21June so that equipment can be ordered from CBC. The WI will help but 2nd July clashes with singing. It was noted that the time can be varied.
8
Pond Corner Hedge (Wick Road/Park Lane junction) 
A resident has complained about the state of hedges obstructing views along the road. The owner is to be contacted, but because it is the bird nesting season they are unlikely to do any cutting for a while. 



Action: David Winter
9
Various Publications

· Action Essex – newsletter of Essex branch of CPRE

· Countryside Voice - newsletter of CPRE 

· The Playing Field

· Essex County Council – Making the Links. This magazine noted that revised tenders have been received for the Severalls Lane gypsy site , and ECC hope that the bulk of the site construction will be completed this financial year.
10
Essex County Council - monthly report on the progress of applications from schools wishing to become Academies. 

Any Councillor wanting a copy of this should let the Clerk know.  
11
Various E-mails
Other e-mails that have been distributed include

· EALC Bulletin – audit commission consultation (27/5)

· CBC - Greener Parishes Scheme – a tree planting initiative (27/5)

· Colchester Green Infrastructure Strategy – an interesting, but large, consultation document distributed on 16/5 with responses needed by 20/6 

· CPRE Greener Villages – sent on 19/5 to Cllr .A Smith.

9 
Administrative matters
The Clerk reported that his main activities since the 3rd May meeting have included

· Completion and submission of the end of year figures to the internal auditor. These have now been received and the main pages circulated. The full report will be available at the meeting.

· Charles Hewitt funeral with Cllr. Durlacher.

· Arrangement for renewal of the Parish Council’s insurance. Zurich Insurance provided a very competitive quotation, but Aon, our current insurers were persuaded to renew our insurance at the same rate as last year.

· The refuse freighter came and the remains of the bonfire were loaded on to it.

· Problem with the tree at Blacksmith’s Corner, opposite the Shepherd and Dog. David Isted has been approached but it is not the type of work he can undertake. He will put a tree surgeon in touch with the council.

· Attempting to persuade Whitnell to provide us with a reliable start date for relocating the old Community Shop.

· Checking quotations for the adult exercise equipment and ensuring Section 106 money will be available for their purchase.

· CALC meeting with Cllr. Bottwood at Langham Community Centre on 2nd June. 

10
Annual Audit
Cllr. Durlacher proposed and Cllr. Ellis seconded the motion that the Council approve the audited accounts. This was passed unanimously.

11
Receipts and Payments
A list of payments (£7,034) and receipts (£372) was circulated.
12 
Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 5th July 2011 at Langham Community Centre at 7.30pm in the committee room. 
13
Any other urgent business
The Clerk is to check our insurance as regards kite boarding on the recreation ground.

Action: David Winter
Cllr. Stacey reported that there were many more pictures now on our web site.
Cllr. Ellis mentioned the recent police speed check in Wick Road.

There being no other urgent business, the open meeting closed at 9.45pm.
Session Held in Private

Roger Hobday will be offered the job of Groundsman, at a payment of £220 per season paid in arrears in June each year, and as Village Caretaker paid at £8 per hour for an average of 7 to 10 hours per month. He should therefore now be paid for the period January to June for the football season just ended. The Clerk will write to confirm details. 


Action: David Winter
He will also be asked to check the playground as part of his job.

Elsie Hewitt is to be paid for Charles Hewitt’s time looking after the football pitch from September to December 2010.


1

