Langham Parish Council 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 3rd May 2011
1
Election of Chairman and acceptance of office 
Cllr. Durlacher proposed and Cllr. Stacey seconded the motion that Cllr. Schofield be elected as Chairman. There were no other nominations and this proposal was accepted unanimously.
2
Election of Vice-Chairman 
Cllr. Stacey proposed and Cllr. Ellis seconded the motion that Cllr. Durlacher be elected as Vice-Chairman. There were no other nominations and this proposal was accepted unanimously.
3
Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllr. E. Schofield 
Chairman

Cllr W. Durlacher 
Cllr. A. Ellis
Cllr. A. Stacey 
Cllr. M. Bottwood
Cllr. A. Smith 
Apologies were received from Cllr. C. Garnett 
Also present was Mrs D. Kimberley and Mr. D. Winter, Clerk to the Council.
4
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
5
Minutes of the Meeting held on 21st April 2011
Cllr. Smith proposed and Cllr. Stacey seconded that the minutes be agreed as accurate. This was accepted unanimously and Cllr. Schofield signed the minutes.
6
Matters Arising from the Meeting of 21st April 2011
	Ref
	Item
	Action By
	Status

	7.14 of 6/7/10
	The bank mandate form for Lettice Dykes needs to be completed.
	David Winter

	C/F

	9.1 

	Environmentally Friendly Village

Following Ian Sutherland’s question at the Annual Parish Meeting, information that might provide ideas as to how this might be done is to be sought. 
	Cllr. Smith
	Paul Hinsley is to be contacted to check current policies.

	9.3 

	Village Handyman

The Clerk is to identify the amount of work involved in this job and to arrange to advertise the position.

	David Winter

	Roger Hobday has expressed an interest in the job. He currently works 20 hours per month for the Community Council, 4 hours on the weeks football matches take place, and is also self-employed. More work is needed to evaluate the work involved

	9.4
	Office Supplies

The Clerk is to investigate the cost of obtaining portable display boards, a projector that links to a pc and a screen.







	David Winter

	The RCCE has been asked for details of the display boards they own. Chilli Graphics at Coggeshall was mentioned as a source.


7
County Broadband/Rural Broadband Initiative 

Lloyd Felton spoke on broadband. The survey recently completed in Langham achieved a 25% response rate (110 from about 400 houses), which is very good.
They would provide fast broadband (near optical fibre speeds) linked directly by wireless into the internet, relying on line of sight to repeaters on prominent masts in Langham, with antennae on individual users’ houses He thought Langham might need 60Mb bandwidth to share, with perhaps 20Mb maximum for any one user at one time.. Setting this up in the first place is the expensive element. For example, it cost West Bergholt Parish Council about £6,000, based on an estimated 400 to 500 customers. They felt that Langham might be a £10,000 project with the village contributing perhaps £3,000, depending on the likely number of users. Monthly costs would depend on the speed a user would want, and would range from £11 to £30 maximum, It was pointed out that fast broadband not only attracted businesses to the villages, but increasingly was used as a justification for buying a house in one location rather than another. 

The next step would be to have a door-to-door survey, which would need several volunteers, followed by a public meeting in the Community Centre.

Cllrs Bottwood, Stacey and Smith agreed to form a group, including Eric Kreber on his return, to take the matter forward. Cllr. Bottwood will contact BT to see what their proposals are, and liaise with Lloyd Felton. 
Action:  Cllr. Bottwood

8
Residents’ Questions

There were no questions.

9
The Election of Chairmen for Committees and the allocation of Councillor Responsibilities.

9.1 Planning:   

Chairman 
Cllr. Ellis

Others

Cllr. Stacey and Cllr. Bottwood

The Chairman may appoint up to two non-Council members of which Simon Gallup is currently one.
9.2 Roads and transport

Chairman 
Cllr. Bottwood

Others

Cllr. Smith
The Chairman may appoint up to two non-Council members. 

9.3 Recreation Ground

Chairman 
Cllr. Durlacher

Others

Cllr. Ellis

The Chairman may appoint up to two non-Council members, with currently Mr. Bob Schofield in place. Roger Hobday will be asked to be the other member. 
9.4 General purposes
Chairman 
Cllr. Smith
Others

Cllr. Stacey

Cllr. Durlacher and Cllr. Schofield will be available on an “ad hoc” basis.

9.5 Housing: Chairman

Chairman 
Cllr. Garnett

Others

Cllr. Schofield and Cllr. Durlacher
9.6 Community Council    

Cllr Schofield will be the Parish Council representative on this.

9.7 Footpaths                    

Chairman 
Cllr. Stacey

Others

Cllr. Durlacher

9.8 Finance

Chairman 
Cllr. Durlacher

Others

Cllr. Ellis and Cllr. Bottwood
9.9 Village Development Committee
This will be included within general purposes.
10
Reports to the Council.
10.1

Planning                       

Cllr. Ellis provided a written report for May 2011.

DECISIONS

110210: Garage and car port, new dwelling, Alefounders Barn, Wick Road – APPROVE CONDITIONAL
APPEALS

APP/A1530/A/10/2138685: Gridleys, Chapel Road – ALLOWED. Costs Application was REFUSED and no award of costs made.

APP/A1530/A/10/2141579: Land adj. “C’est Moi”, Birchwood Road – DISMISSED. 

APPLICATIONS AND PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSES

110210: Alefounders Barn, Wick Road – Garage and Car Port
Whilst we are disappointed that this did not form part of the earlier application for the main building and have some concern regarding the scale of this proposed building, we have no objections.
110199/110200: Red House, Dedham Road

No objections.

Local Listing

Cllr Ellis is to attend a meeting at Rowan House to discuss this with Karen Syrett and Philip Crummy.

Severalls Travellers’ Site

Cllr Ellis reported that they had all moved and the site had been ploughed.

10.2 

Roads and Transport

Cllr Bottwood had reported fully at the Annual Parish Meeting. He had volunteered Langham to take part in the emergency plan trial in June, but it seems that this will be deferred. 
.10.3 

Recreation Ground
The old community shop should be moved in the next week.

Condolences were to be sent from the Parish Council to Elsie Hewitt following the death of her husband Charles. 



Action:  David Winter
Rose Marie Spurgeon is to be asked to obtain a wreath for his funeral on 16th May, and as many Councillors as possible should attend. 

Action:  Cllr. Schofield

The clerk was asked to order the adult exercise equipment.
    Action:  David Winter 

10.4      Housing

Gerry Hazell’s old house on Hillcrest was having major upgrades to it.
10.5  
Community Council    
Cllr Schofield reported that the AGM is on Wednesday 8th June. It was agreed that a member of the Community Council be asked to attend Parish Council meetings to report on activities.
10.6

Ward Councillor           

There was nothing to report. 
10.7 

Footpaths     
Cllr. Stacey reported that the footpath through the field between the recreation ground and the old packing centre has been re-instated. 
11
Correspondence received.
1
Langham Tennis Club
The Council has been asked to agree to the building of a third tennis court. The letter was circulated on 2 May.
The Clerk is to draft a reply for approval by Cllrs Schofield and Durlacher, pointing out that the points made when the Parish Council was last approached still apply, but if they want to present their proposal to the Parish Council they would be happy to meet them. Items that might be discussed could include

· Alternative locations for the third court

· Implications of a club house

· Costings and viability of an additional court

· Cost implications if any for the Parish Council. 
Action:  David Winter
2
Affordable Housing
An e-mail from Flagship Housing was forwarded on 26 April. They have been approached by a local land owner who is interested in providing affordable housing in Langham. .They are offering to meet the Council to discuss affordable housing and to carry out a Housing Needs Survey.

The Clerk is to contact them to point out that
· The Village Design Statement found no evidence of a desire for affordable housing

· The CBC Site Allocations Document did not see any need for affordable housing in Langham.

However, if they would still like to meet Councillors, we will arrange it

Action:  David Winter
3
Essex County Council – Annual Parish Update 2010/11

A letter which points out among other things

· ECC had no Council Tax increase this year

· Various Leader’s Pledges, such as to put their customers first, save £50m from back office and procurement processes in the year, support vulnerable adults and children, maintain and improve the highways network etc.

4
River Stour Trust

An e-mail had been received which asks for help with the Sudbury to the Sea voyage.

The Clerk is to contact them to suggest they draft an article/poster outlining the help they are after which we will ensure is publicised. 

Action:  David Winter
5
Parking on Parish Council Land opposite the School

After much discussion, when it was agreed that parents were in general, not breaking the law, and that it was a problem found outside schools everywhere, it was agreed to defer contacting the school until the new head teacher was in place.

6
Section 106 Money

The latest monthly report showed that £3,262.44 is available for use in the Ward. The Clerk is to check what this might be used for. 

Action:  David Winter
12 
Administrative matters.

The Clerk had nothing to report. 
13
Receipts and Payments
A list of payments (£643) and receipts (£9,600) was circulated.
14 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee

Possible members of an action group were proposed. These included

· Maxine Thomas

· Martin Bottwood

· Eric Kreber and wife

· Rob Clark

· Ian Hollands

· Tony Ellis

· Bill Durlacher

· Danielle Kimberley

· Clair Smith

· Michaela Newell

· Gill Salt

· Claire Arculus

· Julie Bull

David Winter would take minutes.
15 
Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 1st June 2010 at Langham Community Centre at 7.30pm in the committee room. 
16
Any other urgent business
Cllr. Ellis suggested that two or more Councillors attend the next coffee morning at the Community Centre on 27th May to be available to answer questions. If the display boards have arrived, these could be used to show the display that was at the Annual Parish Meeting..

There being no other urgent business, the meeting closed at 10.20 pm.
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