Langham Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on 1st February 2011
1
Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllr. E. Schofield 
Chairman
Cllr W. Durlacher 

Cllr. A. Ellis
Cllr. A. Stacey 
Also present were Mrs. D. Kimberley, Mr. A. Smith and Mr. D. Winter, Clerk to the Council.
Cllrs. M. Bottwood and C. Garnett gave their apologies for absence.

2
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
3
Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th January 2011
Cllr. Ellis proposed and Cllr. Durlacher seconded that the minutes be agreed as accurate. This was accepted unanimously and Cllr. Schofield signed the minutes.
4
Matters Arising from the Meeting of 4th January 2011
	Ref
	Item
	Action By
	Status

	7.14 of 6/7/10
	The bank mandate form for Lettice Dykes needs to be completed.
	David Winter

	C/F

	6.2
	Road Sign
The road sign at the junction of High Street, Old Mill Road and Chapel Road has disappeared. This will be reported. 



	Cllr. Bottwood
	 

	6.2
	Pot Holes

There was some concern that the link from the Langham Web site to ECC Roads for reporting pot holes was not correct, and this will be checked. 
 
	Cllr. Stacey
	Now OK

	6.3
	Mr. Bob Schofield has asked that the adult exercise equipment should now be ordered.


	David Winter

	Wicksteed were asked for confirmation of their original quotation of£3,790. They provided one at £5,032.75, an increase of 33% when the consumer prices index had risen by only 7%. They provided a revised quotation of £4,355, an increase of 14%. Cllr. Schofield’s comments were:

“I think they need to seriously reconsider, as there are other suppliers who will only be too glad of the order.” I will pass this information to Wicksteed and also see if further competitive quotes can be obtained.

	6.1
	Visit of Vincent Pearce

Mr Pearce will be holding a planning workshop on 25th January at Langham Community Centre. The Clerk is to book the club room and confirm the meeting with Mr. Pearce.

	David Winter

	Meeting held.

	6.6
	Cllr Garnett is to check to see if Langham would be able to get any supplies of salt.

A
	Cllr Garnett
	None available

	12.1
.


	Refurbishment of Pond Corner 
Village Sign 

Cllr. Schofield is to check with Mrs. Smerdon if she had details of who might have done this previously. 

	Cllr. Schofield 
	C/F


5
Residents’ Questions
5.1 
Fox House
It was agreed that the Clerk will contact the estate agent to ask them to cut down the shrubs obstructing visibility at the end of Chapel Road. 
      Action: David Winter
6
Reports to the Council.
6.1

Planning                       

Cllr. Ellis provided a written report for the meeting. 
DECISIONS
102303: The Queech, Wick Road – Extension. APPROVE CONDITIONAL

APPLICATIONS AND PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSES

CC/COL/120/10: Ramsden Hall School, School Road – Continued use.

No objections.

102686: 2, Orchard Cottages, Wick Road

Whilst we see no real problems with this application in planning terms, we do have two concerns. Firstly, this is a large extension of a semi-detached property which unbalances the total structure and is on a site which is central, visible and at an entrance to the village. Secondly, with extensions of this size, the number of smaller properties in the village diminishes, thereby limiting the lower end of the local property market.

Visit of Vincent Pearce

Cllr. Ellis ahs thanked Vincent Pearce for his very useful planning workshop on 25th January.








6.2 

Roads and Transport

Cllr Bottwood provided a written report on the following:
VAS Sign 

VAS is progressing but with no firm date for installation yet.
 

Bus Shelter
 
Bus Shelter – waiting for Cllr. Bottwood to prepare the user questionnaire. He will probably go for an insert to the Newsletter. He has offered Vanessa Rawlings a meeting but has no further news as yet.
Highway Panel

The December Local Highways Panel has been re-arranged for next week, 2nd February. Brian Hindley of Dedham will be there instead of Cllr. Bottwood. He is the reserve on the CALC list.
State of the Roads

Roads seem to have taken a bit of a battering after the recent weather (particularly some of the edging along Langham Lane). Cllr. Bottwood is following this up with Highways. Any other feedback from PC members would be helpful.  

6.3 
Recreation Ground
Cllr. Durlacher proposed and Cllr. Ellis seconded that the Parish Council attempted to purchase the old Community Shop to use as a store. This was accepted unanimously. The exercise equipment would be put on hold for the time being. Action: David Winter
It was noted that the cost of purchase should include the repair of the break-in, moving it and foundations. If we are successful in obtaining the shop, a small percentage of the profits from the bonfire night should be reserved for its maintenance.

.

6.4      Housing

There was nothing to report.
6.5  
Community Council    
Cllr. Schofield had nothing to report, but felt the Community Shop should be very proud of the successful project for the construction of the new shop. 
6.6

Ward Councillor           

Work Clubs

The Clerk is to e-mail the person in charge to see what demand there might be for one in Langham, and to note in the published minutes that anyone who is interested in them should contact the Clerk.



         Action: David Winter
Mobile Police Station

This will no longer visit Langham, but will be available in Dedham on Tuesdays.

6.7 

Footpaths     
Cllr. Stacey had nothing to report.  
7
Correspondence received.
1
Langham WI
Thanks for the grant of £50 towards the costs of the upkeep of the Millennium Garden.

2

Making the Links – January Issue

3
Bus Passenger News – January/February 2011

4
EALC County Update – January Issue

There is an on-line version available. It refers to the Localism Bill with links to appropriate websites.

5
2nd Langham Scout Group

Thanks for the grant of £60 towards help at bonfire night. 

6        The Playing Field
This is the winter 2010/2011 newsletter.

7
Local Development Framework 
This is a hard copy of this document.

8
Mobile Police Unit

As e-mailed, the police propose removing this from Langham, and spending Tuesday mornings in Dedham.

9
Colchester Half Marathon

As e-mailed, we have been asked if there is any help we can provide to clear Hundred Lane on 24 or 26 February. This should be publicised. 
         Action: David Winter
8
Administrative matters.

The Clerk reported that the main activities since the 4th January meeting have included

1. Finalising the lease on the Community Centre extension.
2. Submission of the precept.

3. Sorting out the procedure for obtaining a new councillor. There will be notices on the notice board until 18th February, and Cllr. Schofield or David Winter will be happy to talk about this to potential applicants.
9
Receipts and Payments
A list of payments (£15,476), £14,711 of which being payment of the grant received to the Community Shop and receipts (nil) was circulated as part of the financial report. 
John Shapland is to be asked to carry on with the new gate.
    Action: David Winter
The Council would like the Garden Club and Good Companions to be resurrected if anyone was interested in running them, and this will be advertised.

      Action: David Winter
10
Next Meeting 
The date of the next meeting will be on Tuesday 1st March 2011, at Langham Community Centre at 7.30pm. 
11
Any other urgent business
11.1
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012
Cllr. Schofield asked Councillors to think about the idea of a Village Party to celebrate this event, and to report their ideas at the next Council meeting,

Action: All Councillors
There being no further urgent business, the meeting closed at 8.25 pm.

1

