Langham Parish Council 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 1st November 2011
1
Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllr E. Schofield 
Chairman
Cllr. Garnett
Cllr. A. Ellis
Cllr. A. Stacey 
Cllr. M. Bottwood
Cllr. A. Smith 
Apologies were received from Cllr. W. Durlacher.
Also present were Mrs Kimberley and Mr. D. Winter, Clerk to the Council.
2
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
3
Rural Housing Enabler 
Cllr. Garnett introduced Moira Grozborg (MG), the Rural Housing Enabler who is employed by the RCCE. With the possibility of a Neighbourhood Plan in the offing and perhaps developers hoping to build more houses in Langham, he felt it is important to find out what is the demand for affordable housing in Langham. 

The aim of the RCCE is to improve the provision of affordable housing (both rented and shared ownership) for local people where there is a need. The main points of the procedures were
· The affordable housing would be on rural exception sites i.e. sites outside the village envelope.

· A questionnaire would be hand delivered to every household. The response would be by reply paid envelope to the RCCE. These responses would be confidential with no individual details passed to the Parish Council. 
· If there was a need identified, the RCCE would come back to the Council to ask if they want to build affordable housing. If they do, the intention would be to build half the identified need to ensure all the properties would be occupied.

· If the decision was to go ahead, a Housing Association would be chosen.

· The Housing Association, the RCCE and the Council would try to identify possible building sites.

· At this point CBC planners would be approached to give their approval.

· The Housing Association would then contact the landowners and enter into negotiation to buy the site.

MG agreed to send an electronic copy of a sample questionnaire to be passed to the Councillors. She was warmly thanked for a very interesting presentation.
4
Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th October 2011
Cllr. Bottwood asked for a small change to item 6.2. Under “broadband” it should be noted that there had been contact with Briskona, not a meeting. The minutes were changed for this. Otherwise Cllr. Stacey proposed and Cllr. Smith seconded that the minutes be agreed as accurate. This was accepted unanimously and Cllr. Schofield signed the minutes.
5
Matters Arising from the Meeting of 4th October 2011
	Ref
	Item
	Action By
	Status

	7.14 of 6/7/10
	The bank mandate form for Lettice Dykes needs to be completed.
	David Winter

	C/F

	6.2

	Lopped Trees

Debris is sitting on the verges and in fields on Langham Lane and Dedham Road. 
	David Winter

	Following pressure from Cllr. Bottwood, CBC arranged for the rangers to remove the debris. 

	6.2
	Chapel Road

Cllr. Garnett is to be contacted about a dangerous tree branch.
	Cllr. Stacey
	This has been done and the branch removed. 

	6.4
	Housing

It was agreed that the Rural Housing Enabler should be asked to speak at the next Parish Council meeting. 
	Cllr. Garnett

	This has been arranged.


6
Residents’ Questions

Mrs Kimberley raised three points. 
1. She asked for publicity for the first Langham cinema evening to be held on 19th November showing Bridesmaids.

2. Residents of Chapel Road have been having problems with a neighbour’s dogs escaping into their gardens. Having had an unsatisfactory response from the dog warden, Cllr. Garnett has approached the anti-social behaviour section of Colchester Borough Council and will escalate the problem as necessary. He asked for any resident affected by this problem to contact him.

3. The large pothole in Chapel Road has been reported three times and will, eventually, be repaired.
7
Reports to the Council.
7.1

Planning                       

Cllr. Ellis provided a written report.

DECISIONS

111421: A12 Shell Allstop – new 7.0 m sign – REFUSE

111594: Pertwee Holdings, Lodge Lane – Solar Panels – APPROVE CONDITIONAL

APPLICATIONS AND PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSES

111853: Ramsden Hall School – Renewal of Permission 
No objections.
111866: Willow Grove, Grove Hill – Change of Use to Mixed Use

This is essentially a retrospective application, as it appears that the building is currently already in use for a business purpose. No alterations are required to the building in this present application and it therefore seems clear that it was originally planned and designed for mixed use from the outset, although the original application was for a private residence. Concerns about the building’s bulk remain and traffic is a material consideration in this application. Grove Hill, with its narrow, winding, dangerous and largely single vehicle carriageway, forms part of a national cycle route and is the designated diversion route in case of obstruction to the A12 trunk road. Moreover the building’s bulk makes it visually intrusive on the skyline when viewed from Perry Lane and the A12. We also wonder whether there are any particular regulations applying to medical facilities such as in this application e.g. secure disposal of waste.

Accordingly, we would propose that the following conditions be attached, should approval be considered:

1. Improved parking, turning and access.

2. The 30 mph limit to be extended downhill to the north of the building.

3. Improved landscaping around the building to reduce its visual impact on the surroundings.

4. Compliance with regulations regarding its proposed use as a medical facility.

Local Listing
Cllr Ellis will be attending a meeting on 7th November with CBC to see what changes may be introduced by the new planning legislation.

Pertwee Holdings, Lodge Lane

Cllrs. Ellis and Bottwood had visited Mark Pertwee earlier in the day. He was very keen to provide input to the Neighbourhood Plan.

Whitnell’s Planning Application

Before any discussion of this application took place, Cllr. Schofield declared an interest, and did not join in the discussion.  It was felt it would be very useful for local residents to provide their comments. Cllr. Garnett may be asked for the application to be called in to be heard before the full planning committee. He asked that information on the Powerplus application be forwarded to him.


Action: Cllr. Ellis
7.2 

Roads and Transport

Cllr Bottwood reported as follows:

Lopped Trees
CBC arranged for the rangers to remove the debris.
Bus User Group

Cllr Bottwood attended the meeting held on 1st November. As far as he could tell, Langham is the only Parish with the problems caused by the tree pruning.
Bus Stops

Adrian Summers has provided Cllr. Bottwood with a map of the bus stops in Langham, and after discussion, Cllr. Bottwood will provide a revised map with the proposed formalised stopping points. It was agreed to ask for a stop at the Community Centre.

Action: Cllr. Bottwood
Broadband

Mark Pertwee recently met BT and got a quote for fibre into his premises. It is likely to be too expensive. He has had a microwave based service but this has been dropped because it was too unreliable (including helicopter interruptions). Other points mentioned by Cllr. Bottwood included
· He met Michael Snaithe who hopes to find funds for broadband for businesses in rural areas and if it happened in Langham, it is hoped that the local residents would benefit off the back of this.

· He hopes to speak to the new hotel at Birchwood and the Apex centre to see if they have fibre optic links.

.7.3 

Recreation Ground
Preparations for bonfire night on Saturday 5th November were well under way. Cllr Schofield thanked everyone who came to help build the bonfire on Saturday. She asked for as much help as possible on the day.
The adult exercise equipment should arrive later this year. If a profit is made from bonfire night, it will be used for electrical points to be used for outdoor floodlights etc.

7.4      Housing

Next month, Rayners Court should get proper insulation which may go some way to reduce the condensation problems.

7.5  
Community Council    
Cllr Schofield provided details of the Community Council’s refurbishment and development plans for the community centre.
7.6

Ward Councillor           

The biggest concern has been the development of the Travellers’ site on Severalls Lane. Cllr. Garnett advised the Council to keep an eye on the developments, to look at other sites and to maintain contact with the site manager. The intention is to liaise with Boxted and Myland over contacting and visiting the travellers’ sites. 
Action: David Winter
Ardleigh will be informed as a courtesy.

7.7  
Footpaths     

The winter walking programme is approaching and Cllr. Stacey is hoping to get some stiles replaced.. 

7.8 General Purposes
There was nothing to report. 

8
 Roles of PC sub-committees 

It was agreed that the general principle should be that residents should obtain factual information and then talk to the perpetrator of the problem, be it the owner or a neighbour. If this did not lead to a successful resolution of the problem, the resident should then approach either the ward councillor or the parish councillor. It was noted that co-opted members of the public to any sub-committee had as much say as anyone else on the sub-committee, so that everything was not left to just the Parish Council. 
The Clerk is to send a copy of Simon Gallup’s letter to the whole council, and draft a reply to be approved by councillors. 

Action: David Winter
9
Correspondence received.
All planning correspondence has been sent to Cllr. Ellis for his attention.

1
Tim Flack – request for payment of the book grant approved in January 2011 

2
e-mail Correspondence regarding Remembrance Sunday 
The Boxted Airfield group mentioned the service at the American Monument.

3
Bus Timetable Changes 

None seemed to affect Langham.

4
e-mail Correspondence regarding School Admissions Policy

An e-mail was circulated on the 19th October concerning a consultation on the proposal to change the general oversubscription criteria for community and voluntary controlled Infant, Junior and Primary Schools in Essex for Admission in the 2013-14 Academic Year. Anyone wishing to comment on these proposals should contact Essex County Council.
5
 Essex County Council – Making the Links November

An e-mail copy is available.

6
EALC County Update for October

An e-mail copy was forwarded on 31 October. There is a free conference on Wednesday 29 February 2012 on Statutory Planning and the Localism Agenda to which Councillors are invited. No further details are yet known.

7
EALC Policy Consultations

An e-mail copy was forwarded on 31 October. There are 3 consultations to which we may reply either individually, or as a Council, or both. These consultations cover

· Neighbourhood Planning Regulations

· Community Infrastructure Levy

· Local Government Pension Scheme

8
Customer Services Facts and Figures
An e-mail copy from CBC was forwarded on 31 October.

9
Chip Abnett’s Death
An e-mail from John Gilli-Ross about this has been forwarded.

10
CBC Response to Queries Regarding Discretionary Grants

11
 Recycling Centres for Household Waste

An e-mail copy was forwarded on 31 October. In Essex, two waste disposal centres are to close. The nearest to Langham is St Osyth. The Lawford centre is to open only 5 days a week (I couldn't find which days) and open at 9am instead of 8am. They did have a summer late opening on Tuesdays from 5 pm to 7 pm. This will stop.
It was agreed that notices should be displayed advising members of the public of these changes.






Action: David Winter

12
Community Infrastructure Levy

An e-mail copy was forwarded on 31 October.

13
The Rock Choir is coming to Colchester

An e-mail copy was forwarded on 31 October.

14
Clerks & Councils Direct – November edition
10 
Administrative matters
The Clerk reported that his main activities since the 4th November meeting have included

· Continued preparation for bonfire night on Saturday 5th November.

· Continued work on the Diamond Jubilee celebrations.

· Finance Committee meeting with Cllrs Durlacher and Ellis to propose the budgets for 2012/2013.

· Town Hall meeting with Cllrs Schofield, Durlacher and Bottwood on 25th October regarding the travellers’ site.
11
Annual Budget and Precept

With information provided by the Clerk, the finance committee of Cllrs. Durlacher and Ellis proposed the following.
 

1. To keep the precept the same as the previous financial year, a total of £17,138. 

2. Use about £7,950 from the Council's reserves, mainly to cover the cost of the bus shelter (£4,750) for which we already have the money in our bank balances, and for the new gate to the recreation ground (£2,645) which has come from previous years' bonfire night profits.

3. Spend an estimated £2,000 from any profit this year from the bonfire night to construct a power outlet for lights in future years, rather than having to hire generators.

 
At the end of the current financial year the Clerk expects the council to have about £48,000 in its accounts, down from £54,600 at the start of the year. At the end of the next financial year, the amount in the accounts may have been reduced to about £40,000. Of this, £16,000 would be ring fenced for currently defunct clubs and the tennis club, and £24,000 would be available for other expenditure. This is unlikely to attract any comments from the Audit Commission. 

Cllr. Bottwood proposed and Cllr. Garnett seconded that the annual budget and precept be agreed. This was accepted unanimously.
12
Receipts and Payments
A list of payments (£1,437) and receipts (£40) was circulated.
13
Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 3rd January 2012 at Langham Community Centre at 7.30pm in the committee room. 
14
Any other urgent business
There being no urgent business, the meeting closed at 9.55 pm.                             
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