Langham Parish Council 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th October 2011
1
Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllrs. W. Durlacher
Acting Chairman
Cllr. A. Ellis
Cllr. A. Stacey 
Cllr. M. Bottwood
Cllr. A. Smith 
Apologies were received from Cllr E. Schofield and Cllr. Garnett 
Also present was Mr. D. Winter, Clerk to the Council.
2
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
3
Minutes of the Meeting held on 6th September 2011
Cllr. Smith proposed and Cllr. Stacey seconded that the minutes be agreed as accurate. This was accepted unanimously and Cllr. Durlacher signed the minutes.
4
Matters Arising from the Meeting of 6th September 2011
	Ref
	Item
	Action By
	Status

	7.14 of 6/7/10
	The bank mandate form for Lettice Dykes needs to be completed.
	David Winter

	C/F

	6.4

	8 Hillcrest Cottages

There is no registration of the land at 8 Hillcrest Cottages. Cllr. Garnett will ask the enforcement officer to encourage the owner of this property to ensure the track is kept free from obstructions. 




	Cllr. Garnett 
	The enforcement officer asked for the Parish Council to do this, and the Clerk has sent a letter. 

	6.4
	8 Hillcrest Cottages

The housing officer is to be asked to let the council occupants of number 6 know that parking is available by the garage.



 
	Cllr. Garnett 
	  Cllr. Garnett has handled this.

	6.3
	Recreation Ground
The Clerk was asked to get a competitive quotation for the work needed on the entrance to the car park.
	David Winter

	Cadman provided a quote that was twice the charge of Whitnell, so Whitnell was used.

	7.2
	D Elmer Letter of 1st July 2011

Letter referring to correspondence in January 2010 regarding work (or lack of it) on listed buildings at Ramsden Hall School and Glebe Farm. Details circulated on 1st July 2011. The Clerk has contacted ECC and will also contact English Heritage
	David Winter

	Contacted. ECC say the buildings are surplus to requirements, and English Heritage has no money available.


5
Residents’ Questions

There were no questions.
6
Reports to the Council.
6.1

Planning                       

Cllr. Ellis provided a written report.

DECISIONS

111353: The Plovers, Ipswich Road – Demolish and re-build cart lodge –APPROVE CONDITIONAL

111483: Langham Oak Cottage, Park Lane – Construction of 3-bay cart lodge and garden/games room – APPROVE CONDITIONAL

APPLICATIONS AND PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSES

111594: Pertwee Estate, Lodge Lane – Solar Panels  No objections.
Powerplus Planning Approval

Powerplus has agreed with CBC to remove the fence and hedging by 17 October 2011, a month later than in their planning approval.

Recognition of Local Heritage Assets
Langham and Wivenhoe were chosen to take part in a pilot scheme to look at heritage assets in their parish/town. Cllr. Ellis is to receive information from Wivenhoe as to the approach they took. He now feels the scope should be to include sites such as Hornestreetfield, Boxted airfield, the American Monument and the War Memorial. The next step would be to ask residents for their comments and to reassure them that this “local listing” approach would not affect the planning process.
Homestead and Little Oaks 

These were declared surplus to service, and the Council has set out its position to ECC. We are in agreement with Ramsden Hall School, and are waiting to hear ECC’s response. It was stated in notes that Cllr. Anne Brown had no issues with the disposal. 
6.2 

Roads and Transport

Cllr Bottwood reported as follows:

Local Highways Panel

This met on 19 September 2011. It was reconfirmed that there is no budget for work this year. Time was spent re-evaluating the wish list in case funds became available.

 .

Lopped Trees

Debris is sitting on the verges and in fields on Langham Lane and Dedham Road. CBC has contacted Carters to ask them to clear this. If this is not successful, we hope the Rangers will be able to carry out the work. It was agreed the Council will not approach Carters. As a fall back, David Isted is to be asked to quote for clearing the debris. 








Action: David Winter
Broadband

Cllrs Bottwood and Stacey have met Michael Snaith of CBC, which sees itself as an enabler. CBC is not providing any money, but will help their chosen digital suppliers with such things as access to locations possibly suitable for wireless transmission. There has been a meeting with Briskona, a chosen digital supplier similar to Buzcom and County Broadband. An email from their Managing Director, Steve Bluff, was read to the meeting. 

Note that Ramsden Hall School has similar broadband speed to that achieved in other parts of the village.

Cllr. Bottwood has passed information to Brian Hindley who is looking into broadband improvements for Dedham. 

Chapel Road
Cllr. Garnett is to be contacted about a dangerous tree branch. 
Action: Cllr. Stacey
.6.3 

Recreation Ground
Preparations for bonfire night on Saturday 5th November were well under way. The new entrance was very good and should avoid problems of cars blocking the gate. The old shop will have to be cleared of its old contents so that it can be used for storage of equipment used for village events.
6.4      Housing

It was agreed that the Rural Housing Enabler should be asked to speak at the next Parish Council meeting. The Clerk will inform Cllr. Garnett so that he can arrange this.







Action: David Winter
6.5  
Community Council    
There was nothing to report. 

6.6

Ward Councillor           

There was nothing to report. 

6.7 Footpaths     
There was nothing to report. 

6.8       General Purposes
Cllr. Smith had received a complaint about mud on the road. If the complainant was concerned, they should contact the police.
7
Correspondence received.
All planning correspondence has been sent to Cllr. Ellis for his attention.

1
Eastern Region 

We have received an initial proposals summary for the changes proposed by the Boundary Commission, on which we are invited to make our comments.

2
Annual Audit

The “Completion of the annual audit” report has been received. The report states that “on the basis of our review, in our opinion the information in the annual return is in accordance with proper practices and no matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met”.

3
Essex Air Ambulance

They have agreed to attend bonfire night with a merchandise stall to generally promote the charity.

4
 Essex County Council – Making the Links September

An e-mail copy is available.

5
EALC County Update for September

An e-mail copy is available.

6
CPRE

They have asked the Council to write to our MP to seek changes to the Governments planning reforms.

7
Bus Timetable Changes 

None seemed to affect Langham.

8
Playing Fields Annual Review 

9
Sundry e-mails

The only one that required an answer was Homestead and Little Oaks – declared surplus to the education department’s requirements. Comments have been made and circulated.

10
CPRE – booklet “How to respond to planning applications

11
Letter from CBC Finance Manager Steve Heath – requesting a copy of our accounts.

This is being queried by several Parish Councils and we await clarification of what is required.

12
e-mail on Community Budgets
No action was proposed.

13
Rural Housing Enabler
See 6.4 above.

14
House on Greyhound Hill

This was to be left to the planning committee.

15
Hopper Bus

Councillors were urged to vote for the continuation of this service.

16
ECC Corporate Vision Consultation
This was available for Councillors to read if interested.

8 
Administrative matters
The Clerk reported that his main activities since the 6th September meeting have included

· Whitnell’s improvement to the recreation ground entrance.

· Continued preparation for bonfire night on Saturday 5th November.

· Continued work on the Diamond Jubilee celebrations, with three meetings to-date.

· Town and Parish Clerks meeting on 19th September.

There was concern that 
· there were insufficient activities for adults

· has the village got the capacity to sustain two days of activities?
· the logistics need to be sorted out e.g. rounders on Saturday morning might conflict with setting up for the fete on Saturday afternoon.
9
Annual Budget and Precept

A meeting of the finance committee was arranged for 2pm on Monday 24th October at Cllr. Durlacher’s house.
10
Receipts and Payments
A list of payments (£1,001) and receipts (£9,770) was circulated.
11
Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 1st November 2011 at Langham Community Centre at 7.30pm in the committee room. 
12
Any other urgent business
There being no urgent business, the meeting closed at 8.55 pm.                             
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