Langham Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on 3rd January 2011
1
Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllr. E. Schofield 
Chairman
Cllr W. Durlacher 

Cllr. C. Garnett 
Borough Councillor
Cllr. A. Ellis
Cllr. A. Stacey 
Cllr. M. Bottwood
Also present was Mr. D. Winter, Clerk to the Council.
2
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
3
Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd November 2010
Cllr. Ellis proposed and Cllr. Durlacher seconded that the minutes be agreed as accurate. This was accepted unanimously and Cllr. Schofield signed the minutes.
4
Matters Arising from the Meeting of 2nd November 2010
	Ref
	Item
	Action By
	Status

	7.14 of 6/7/10
	The bank mandate form for Lettice Dykes needs to be completed.
	David Winter

	C/F

	3
.


	Essex Rural Partnership – Services in Rural Essex

This has been e-mailed to Councillors on 29 October. The Clerk will respond
	David Winter

	Questionnaire completed.

	
	
	
	


 

5
Residents’ Questions
There were no questions.
6
Reports to the Council.
6.1

Planning                       

Cllr. Ellis provided a written report for the meeting. 
DECISIONS

101761: Travellers Site, Severalls Lane – 


APPROVE CONDITIONAL

102062: Land adj. Ashgrove Cottage –


APPROVE CONDITIONAL

102250: Illuminated sign Apex 12, Old Ipswich Road – 
APPROVE CONDITIONAL

101161: Unit 14, Lodge Lane – 



APPROVE CONDITIONAL

102169: Land adj. Alefounders Barn – 


APPROVE CONDITIONAL

APPEALS

DTLR Appeal Ref: A1530/A/10/2138685/WF: Gridleys, Chapel Road –Against refusal of planning permission.

100706: Land adj. C’est Moi, Birchwood Road – Against refusal of planning permission.

APPLICATIONS AND PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSES

102169: Land adj. Alefounders Barn, Wick Road.

The borough council is reminded that the Parish Council objected strongly to the previous approved application no. 080543 on the grounds that it was backland development against Policy H7, would adversely affect the existing pattern and character of development of both the local area and the village as a whole and would not harmonise with the local distinctiveness. As such we were very concerned that this building would set a precedent for other backland development locally, resulting in planning sprawl. As such it also contravened the principles of the Langham Design Statement, now adopted by the borough council. 

The present application, a re-submission of 101017, is now a single storey design with new chimney stacks of a more traditional design. The relatively large footprint has expanded to give additional accommodation at ground floor level. We consider that the revised design has changed little and remains out of character with neighbouring properties and out of keeping with the Langham vernacular. The site is also visible from a public road. 

Accordingly, we register our objection to this application.

102250: Temporary Sign, Apex 12, Old Ipswich Road

No objections.

102062: Land adj. to Ashgrove Cottage, Grove Hill

We can only reiterate our response to the previous application, namely that it would be of benefit to have a site meeting of all relevant parties prior to the CBC Planning Committee meeting. We are advised that your recommendation to the Committee is approve conditional.
102303: The Queech, Wick Road

No objections.

102569/102570 – Holly Tree Cottage, Dedham Road

We have concerns that the new build almost doubles the size of the existing listed building, largely fills the south end of the plot and should be in proportion to the current listed building but note that the plans are in keeping and character with it.  However, should the present plans be necessary to bring the present listed building up to 21st century standards of habitation and be supported by the Borough and English Heritage, we consider the applications acceptable.
Visit of Vincent Pearce

Mr Pearce will be holding a planning workshop on 25th January at Langham Community Centre. The Clerk is to book the club room and confirm the meeting with Mr. Pearce.






Action: David Winter
6.2 

Roads and Transport

Cllr Bottwood reported on the following:
VAS Sign 

This is still moving along with the contractors dealing with it.
 

Bus Shelter
 
There is a need to formalise the bus stopping points in Langham, and the bus users are to be asked where they want the buses to stop. This may be done as part of the Parish Plan, or in the Newsletter. It was agreed that the Council wished to retain the grant for the bus shelter and find the location most bus users wished it to be. This may be done at the same time as formalising the bus stops. 
Road Sign

The road sign at the junction of High Street, Old Mill Road and Chapel Road has disappeared. This will be reported. 



Action: Cllr. Bottwood
New A12 Interchange

Now that this has been opened, Councillors are to see if there is any effect on local traffic patterns of use.

Pot Holes

There was some concern that the link from the Langham Web site to ECC Roads for reporting pot holes was not correct, and this will be checked. 
Action: Cllr. Stacey
6.3 
Recreation Ground
Cllr. Durlacher reported that some hardcore will be left by the entrance to the playing field. This will be helpful on bonfire nights, especially in bad weather.
Mr. Bob Schofield has asked that the adult exercise equipment should now be ordered.

Action: David Winter
6.4      Housing

Cllr Garnett reported that the few council properties in Langham are being updated. Rayners Court is outstanding.

6.5  
Community Council    
Cllr. Schofield had had a meeting since the last Parish Council meeting, and felt progress was being made in the management of the Hall. She will be opening the pre-school at 10am on Friday 7th January, and the shop at 11am on Saturday 8th January. 
6.6

Ward Councillor           

Cllr Garnett is to check to see if Langham would be able to get any supplies of salt.

Action: Cllr. Garnett
6.7 

Footpaths     
Cllr. Stacey had nothing to report.  
7
Annual Budget and Precept

Cllr. Durlacher proposed and Cllr Ellis seconded the motion that following the 50% cut in the rate support grant, the precept should be raised from £16,299 to £17,122. This was agreed unanimously.
8
Correspondence received.
1
CBC Forward Plan of Key Decisions

1 December 2010 to 31 March 2011.

2

Making the Links – December Issue

3
Bus Passenger News December 2010/January 2011

4
EALC County Update – December Issue

5
Parish Grant

Set at £2,179 for 2011/2012, half the previous level.

6        Letter from Tim Flack

He is requesting consideration of a Lettice Dyke Educational Charity grant for his Sports Management degree course at Essex University. Cllr. Garnett proposed and Cllr Ellis seconded the motion that Tim Flack be allowed a grant of up to £50 for books on production of receipts. This was agreed unanimously.

7
Minerals Development Document – Consultation Document

This is the Essex County Council document which requests responses by 17 February 2011. There are some sites in Ardleigh though I believe they  are to the east of the village and may have only a small impact on Langham. These are Park Farm, Martell’s Quarry, and Slough Farm and Ardleigh Rail.

8
Helping you to help others

Advice concerning the digital TV switchover scheduled for 2011. Cllr Bottwood took the information to look at and he will pass it to Cllr. Schofield with any comments.
 9
Administrative matters.

The Clerk reported that the main activities since the 2nd November meeting have included

1. Receipt of the payment of the final part of the CIF grant from Essex County Council for the Community Centre extension.
2. Bonfire night.

3. Town and Parish Clerks meeting on 9th November.

4. Budget preparation following news of rate support grant, which is 50% of the previous year’s figure..

10
Receipts and Payments
A list of payments (£1,855) and receipts (£14,711) was circulated as part of the financial report. The receipts are grants for the Community Shop extension.
11
Next Meeting 
The date of the next meeting will be on Tuesday 1st February 2011, at Langham Community Centre at 7.30pm. 
12
Any other urgent business
12.1
Refurbishment of Pond Corner Village Sign 
Cllr. Schofield is to check with Mrs. Smerdon if she had details of who might have done this previously. 







Action: Cllr. Schofield
There being no further urgent business, the meeting closed at 8.35 pm.
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