Langham Annual Parish Meeting
Minutes of the meeting held on 30th April 2009 
1
Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllr. E. Schofield 
Chairman

Cllr. A. Clover

County Councillor

Cllr. C. Garnett
Borough Councillor

Cllr. A. Stacey

Cllr. A. Ellis

Cllr. R. Watson
Cllr. M. Bottwood
Also present were 14 members of the public and Mr D. Winter, Clerk to the Council.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. W. Durlacher, Mrs A. Sutherland and Mr. S. Gallup.  
2
Chairman’s Welcoming Speech
The Chairman welcomed everyone and summarised some of the achievements of the last year, not least winning the Essex Village of the Year award and being runner up for the Recreation Ground.
She thanked all those who gave their time and energy to the village, including 
· Ernie Schofield in the role of village maintenance person

· The most wonderful army of volunteers who pick up litter from our roads. 
· Charles and Elsie Hewitt who work tirelessly for the village, with an enormous amount of time spent on the recreation ground.

· Elizabeth Ellis for tending the plants in pots throughout the village.

· All of her councillors, including the new councillor Martin Bottwood for the work they have done and the roles that they have undertaken. 
She looked forward to the completion of a successful Parish Plan.
3
Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting
The Clerk read out a shortened version of the minutes. Mr Angell proposed and Cllr. Stacey seconded the motion that they were agreed as a true record. This was passed unanimously.
4
Finance Report
The Clerk presented his financial report which showed expenditure for the year of £37,564 as compared to the budget of £32,630. Because of the appalling weather conditions, the bonfire night revenue was £5,834 less than budget. This meant that income was only £33,930. The unaudited figures show balances at the bank of £59,345. Of this, approximately £30,000 is ring fenced for

· Use in the recreation ground area as a result of money earned from bonfire nights.

· Tennis court maintenance if needed.
· The possibility of re-opening the garden club.
· A loan to the Community Centre for refurbishments.
· The cost of plans for the possible enlargement of the Community Centre.

Looking ahead, for 2009/2010, the Council has kept Langham’s precept at about the same level as the previous year, at £16,277.

When the audited accounts have been prepared a notice will be displayed on the Parish Council notice board and the accounts may be inspected by arrangement at that time.

The Clerk was asked to look at the issue of giving a loan rather than a grant to the Community Centre.





Action – David Winter
Mr Sutherland proposed and Mr Angell seconded the motion that the accounts were accepted. This was passed unanimously.

5
Reports from the Council.

5.1 Planning                  


Cllr. Ellis was pleased to report that the Village Design Statement (VDS) was published last year and distributed to every household in Langham. It has also been adopted by Colchester Borough Council (CBC) and therefore becomes a “material consideration” in the assessment of planning applications in the village. Also, the Parish Council (PC) and any resident may quote the VDS in responding to any planning application.

Details of all planning applications are published on the CBC website www.colchester.gov.uk  and there is a direct link to Langham applications from the Langham website www.langham.org.uk . These give full information on all applications being considered, including PC responses and correspondence received.

Perhaps the most important longer term planning subject for Langham is the Colchester Local Development Framework. Our new Councillor Martin Bottwood has produced a very cogent summary of progress to date.  CBC still considers various sites at School Road, Wick Road and Park Lane to be inappropriate as they are outside of the existing village envelope. The suggested housing sites may only be appropriate for affordable housing as a rural exception site but the local need would have to be clearly demonstrated in order for such a development to take place. The Park and Ride site is also inappropriate for further consideration under highway and transportation issues relating to strategic road network, access, distance from the town centre and the potential market for uses especially considering the Park and Ride facility near the Community Stadium and the A12. 
A more recent matter affecting Langham is the first stage of preparation of the Tendring Local Development Framework. This sets out four options for development in Tendring District. Options 3 and 4 include the development of 800 homes and 1300 jobs in and around Ardleigh and the Ardleigh interchange. This area abuts Langham Parish boundary and the Parish Council will keep a close eye on matters as they affect both the Parish and Colchester.
During questions, Mr. Sutherland asked if the Council would make an exception for the proposed eco-friendly house on Mill Road. Other residents felt this should not be the case. Cllr. Garnett explained that the Borough Council has the planning authority to make decisions on this matter.

The Chairman thanked the planning team for all their hard work.
5.2 Roads and transport
Cllr. Watson reported on the following subjects
1. Potholes continue to appear, are repaired and reappear. This is a result of the county’s policy of temporary repair and inadequate permanent repair. Essex County Council (ECC) will take no action until potholes are about two inches deep. Some of our roads need reconstruction if this process is not to continue. School Road has been marked up for futher "permanent" repairs to potholes.
2. ECC completed the extension to the footway to the west from outside the primary school. Mr. Angell complimented the contractors for their good work.

3. Wick Road has had a section of footway replaced.

4. Cllr. Watson is on the Local Highways Panel but more work needs to be done through it before its success can be proven.

5. There is a general concern about volume of traffic using Langham roads The village is unlikely to see a reduction in this because it is largely caused by the congestion on Ipswich Road. However, attempts are being made to obtain a 40 mph limit on the central section of Park Lane.
6. We are investigating the possibility of a vehicle activated speed indicating sign for Wick Road. 
7. Parking outside the school at times pupils are being dropped off or collected is a concern. We are investigating the possibility of using some of the Homestead’s grounds at the end of School Lane as a drop off area.
The subject of roads and transport raised many questions and comments. Concern was expressed over the perceived poor value for money the Borough Council obtained for the first set of repairs to Langham Lane. If residents wished to enquire about this, they should contact Geoff Harris at ECC.
5.3 Recreation Ground:      


In the absence of Cllr. Durlacher, the Clerk read his report
 

The year started off well enough with 
· The erection of the new notice board.
· The play area was officially inspected by Wicksteed and given a clean bill of health.

· A request from Colchester United FC to see if the Recreation ground could be used to provide park and ride facilities for concerts in the new stadium was turned down.
· Plans were drawn up to replace the gate at the pavilion end of the ground.
· The perpetual battle against rabbits continued to be waged with ditches being cleared.
A successful bonfire night would have helped us start creating an area for an outside Multigym for teenagers and those of more advanced years.
Cllr. Durlacher thanked all those who helped with the Recreation Ground, including
· Charles and Elsie Hewitt.
· All those volunteers who help at the major events 
· Those of you who pick up litter when walking your dogs
· But especially Bob Schofield. His leadership and organizational skills on the run up to and on bonfire night itself are bar none. The smooth running of the event even on a night when it was chucking it down with rain is testament to this,
5.4 General Purposes      


Cllr Watson reported on three major areas
· Success in the Village of the Year competition

· As a result of this, the formation of a village development committee. The first major area to be looked at is the extension of the Community Centre to provide a permanent home for the Community Shop, and the extension of the Club Room.

· The start of the Parish Plan.

5.5 Community Council

Cllr. Schofield gave a brief report, as the Community Council AGM took place only last week. The main points raised were
· Mr Ron Smith has joined as secretary

· A new treasurer is needed, so any volunteers would be welcome.

· The hall refurbishment starts on May 5th and should be completed by May 29th. Mr Rob Clark was thanked for all the work he has done to get the plans agreed and obtain the grants. The project will be overseen by Mr. Sunderland and Mr. Hemmings.

· They are looking for a new cleaner. 

5.6 Footpaths 

Cllr. Stacey reported that the general condition of the footpaths, especially to the north of the village, is very good. His main points were:
· Two footpath diversions around The Fens and Keepers Cottage have been completed.

· Footpath 31 into School Road now follows the correct route.

· Footpath 35 behind Powerplus follows the correct route.

· The airfield taxiways are being ripped up, which is a sad loss of part of our heritage.

· He thanked Mr. Ian Sutherland and his walk leaders for keeping up the monthly Parish walk.

· There has been a dog attack on two people on the footpath behind Grove Farm. This has been reported to the police and the Council has not been asked for any help. Cllr. Garnett asked that any dog attacks, on people or other dogs should be reported to him.

5.7 County Councillor
Cllr. Clover reported on various topics as follows
1. Rivenhall has just has a waste conversion facility proposed, but this will have to be approved by the Secretary of State 
2. £60 million has been made available to improve the A12 between the M25 and Chelmsford. It would not be cost effective to add an extra lane to the A12 around Colchester.
3. It is proposed that the Homestead School site be used to house the boarding facilities of the Heath site of Ramsden Hall School. Interested parties may contact ECC on 01245 436046.
The Chairman thanked Cllr. Clover for all his work over the years and wished him well in his retirement.

5.8 Ward Councillor           


Several of the topics Cllr. Garnett reported on had already been raised, but other topics as follows were mentioned:
1. The consultation period for Horkesley Park is over, and any signs on public property should be removed.
2. The Travellers’ site is not proceeding at all at present.

3. The Decent Homes project is progressing and eventually council houses in Langham should be refurbished.
The Chairman thanked Cllr. Garnett for all his work over the years.

6
 Residents Questions

Hidden road speed signs were mentioned and Cllr. Watson was to take this up with ECC.
Bonfires were mentioned, and if they were causing a nuisance, the environmental health department of CBC should be contacted.

7
Next Meeting
The date for the next annual parish meeting.was set for Thursday 29th April 2009. This was to be booked with the Community Centre’s manager.

Action – David Winter
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.50pm.
