Langham Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on 29th September 2009
1
Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllr. E. Schofield 
Chairman

Cllr. C. Garnett
Borough Councillor
Cllr. W. Durlacher 
Cllr. A. Ellis
Cllr. A. Stacey
Cllr. M. Bottwood
Also present were Laura Chase from Colchester Borough Planning Department, Mr and Mrs Angell, Mr D. King and Mr D. Winter, Clerk to the Council.
Apologies were received from Cllr. R. Watson 
2
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
3
Presentation on the Local Development Framework by a member of Colchester’s Planning Department 
Laura Chase gave an interesting talk on the Local Development Framework pointing out that very few changes are proposed for the villages. Most development is to be concentrated on Colchester. She answered questions from the Councillors and public. Amongst the questions were:
Powerplus Engineering and Whitnell Contractors Site, School Road, Langham (page 18)

1. The document says the site is newly allocated as a local employment zone to be restricted to existing buildings on the site. Implications of this are that there is more protection for employment, and that it might be more difficult to replace employment with housing. 

2. Section 3.14 of the site allocation document, page 18, says that this site is not suitable for B8 distribution, which is warehousing and distribution.
3. Laura Chase agreed that with the site as it is, in terms of the planning permission it has already got, there is no need for a new route for the right of way. However, Powerplus Engineering is using part of the land behind the current site for parking and storage of equipment. This is a change of use for which retrospective planning permission was sought (application 090409) and was refused. The diversion of the footpath is not necessary and should be deleted from the document. This is to be a submission of the Parish Council.

Action – David Winter
4. The site has a greater intensity of use, with 8 users rather than the original 2. This is probably allowable provided that the new uses fall within the same use class as the original uses.
5. It is difficult for CBC to detect out of hours usage of the premises.
Policy SA H2 Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation 

There is a proposed allocation of 12 pitches at Severalls Lane. There are problems with implementing planning permission for this site.
Proposed Park and Ride Site between A12, Wick Road, Park Lane and Birchwood Road

There has been a late representation to change this site to an employment zone. CBC’s objections to this remain the same as with the original park and ride proposals, and it is not supported. The Parish Council is to write to ask that this be noted in the documentation.



Action – David Winter
At this point, Laura Chase and the residents in attendance left the meeting.
4
Minutes of the Meeting held on 28th July 2009
Cllr. Durlacher proposed and Cllr. Bottwood seconded that the minutes be agreed as accurate. This was accepted unanimously and Cllr. Schofield signed the minutes.
5
Matters Arising from the Meeting of 28th July 2009
	Ref
	Item
	Action By
	Status

	5  
	Mrs Kimberley asked when roads marked for repair were likely to be repaired as the markings were fading, other potholes appeared and they were dangerous. The Clerk was to write to ECC to point out our concerns and to ask when action was likely. 

	David Winter

	They were contacted and hoped to be able to repair the indicated areas during September.



	5
	Mrs Kimberley reported that the hedge in front of the recreation ground had a lot of brambles growing from it. 
	David Winter

	David Isted was asked to cut these during September.

	6.2
	At the Local Highways Panel meeting on 20th July, the budget for the Borough was discussed. A pedestrian refuge for the junction of Wick Road and Birchwood road had been mentioned, and more information was sought as it was not certain that the Council would recommend this.
	Cllr. Bottwood

 
	If possible, the Highways Department are to let the Council know from where the request came. On the surface, the Parish Council did not want this pedestrian refuge.

	6.2
	A speed check had been done on Park Lane and Langham qualified for a vehicle activated speed warning sign. Highways Department stated that there was no funding in the CIF (Highways) budget for this financial year but we have been included on the list for funding in the next financial year. The £5,500 cost for the sign could be covered by Langham PC but it was decided to look at other funding options before this course of action was considered.
	Cllr. Bottwood


	 See the Roads and Transport report.

	6.2
	The responsibility for improving the poor state of the footways on Birchwood Road is to be investigated.

	Cllr. Garnett 
	The footway on Birchwood Road has been cleared. See the Roads and Transport report for extra comments and action.

	6.3
	The purchase of tents is being investigated. Mrs Kimberley mentioned that the Stour Sailing Club, Manningtree, used to hire tents out, and Cllr. Durlacher was to investigate if this was still the case.

	Cllr. Durlacher
	Hiring out of tents is not being done. However, the purchase of one or more marquees on e-bay is being investigated.

	6.7
	A free alarm for a year for those over 85 is available from CBC. 
	David Winter

	There is a poster displayed on the notice board.

	7.8
	Credit Crunch Campaign 

The SOS bus will be in Langham on the afternoon of Wednesday 26th August. 
	David Winter

	Advertised in Boxted and Dedham.

	7.14
	The Clerk is to write to residents and land owners at the east end of Park Lane and on Chapel Road to ask for hedges to be cut back, otherwise Essex County Council (ECC) will have to be contacted.
	David Winter

	Cllr. Schofield and the Clerk toured the village and noted problem areas. The owners of the hedges have been contacted where possible, and it has been noted that some hedges have been trimmed, with promises that others will be.

	7.14
	ECC highways is to be asked for the road maps to see if the land at Hillcrest Cottages on Greyhound Hill on which large stones have been placed is highways land or the residents land.

	David Winter

	Contacted and we have been told that it is highways land and the residents have been asked to move the stones.

	7.15
	Because there are possibly funds available to replace bus shelters, the Council is to contact Roy Laverick, Dedham’s Parish Council Chairman, to see if he will take responsibility for the bus shelter on the A12.


	Cllr. Bottwood


	See the Roads and Transport report.

	7.15
	The Clerk is to let Cllr. Bottwood know the amount and expiry date of the insurance paid by Langham for the bus shelter
	David Winter

	Done

	9
	The Clerk was to contact Rob Clark concerning the funding of the community centre refurbishments.
	David Winter

	This has been done, and the interest in the account held by the Parish Council towards maintenance of the Community Centre will be used.

	8.6 of 30/06/09
	ECC would like a Passenger Transport representative if there is a volunteer. Cllr. Schofield is to see if Ernie Schofield might be interested.
	Cllr. Schofield 
	Ernie Schofield contacted but unfortunately not able to do this.

	11 of 31/03/09
	Once the financial turmoil has died down, the Council should consider putting more money into higher interest bearing accounts.
	Cllr. Watson and David Winter

	 C/F




6
Residents Questions.

There were no residents’ questions.
7
Reports to the Council.

7.1

Planning                       

Cllr. Ellis provided a written report for August and September 2009.
DECISIONS

Application no. 090882 – Land adj. C’est Moi, Birchwood Rd. Erection of Store: REFUSE

Application no. 090873 – New mower shed & Gazebo, Valley House, Skye Hall Hill: APPROVE

WITHDRAWN APPLICATIONS

Nil
APPEALS

Nil

APPLICATIONS AND PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSES

Application no. CC/COL/64/09 – the Homestead School, hard playing surface

We have no objections to the above application but would suggest that the current 5-a-side pitch may be a more appropriate location for the new hard playing surface, as it is flat, close to the school and would obviate the need to recover lost balls from over the boundary fence.

Application no. 091030 – Land at White House Farm, Langham

No objections.

Application no. 091109 – Claremont, Wick Road

Whilst we see no valid reasons for objection to this application, we are concerned at the trend towards large extensions to property in Langham, one consequence of which is to reduce the availability of lower value housing in the village.

Application no. 091154: Eastmoor, Moor Road

This is the latest of four applications for extensions to this property, which was originally a small bungalow set on a large site. The latest application seeks to extend to the rear of the property and represents what we consider to be a degree of over development and also to be visually questionable. Whilst we see no material considerations for objection to this application, we note that this development further reduces the availability of affordable housing in the village and would suggest that, should permission be granted, there be a condition that the property should be for residential use only.

It had been reported that pig arcs had been seen arriving at Eastmoor on Moor Road. As long as they are mobile, they do not require planning permission, though the noise and smell must not contravene environmental health provisions.

7.2 

Roads and Transport
Cllr Bottwood reported
1. He had attended CALC and the Local Highways Panel meetings on 14th September. On the Highways, there is money available for projects up to £50,000.
2. Essex County Council are to be asked to see the bus shelter on the A12 to see if we can demolish it, and to discuss the location of another shelter in Langham opposite the Shepherd & Dog.


 Action – Cllr. Bottwood
3. Gill Woodman is to be asked if she has the contact details for the owner of the land opposite her house. 



Action – Cllr. Garnett
4. A draft consultation letter regarding the vehicle activated speed sign is to be produced for the residents of Park Lane nearest the proposed site. 
Action – Cllr. Bottwood
5. This letter is to be sent as an official communication from the Parish Council
.  Action – David Winter                   
6. If necessary, a grant application will be made to meet the deadline of 6th November. 





Action – Cllr. Bottwood
.
7.3 

Recreation Ground

Cllr. Durlacher reported
1 The metal gate at the western end of the recreation ground is rotting away and although not yet a safety hazard, it could well become one and is already a bit of an eyesore. The recreation ground committee have been investigating the possibility of replacing this gate and at their last meeting, came to the conclusion that the quote prepared by John Shapland be accepted. This quote is for £2,150 to provide a gate and all necessary fitments, fittings and installation in green oak. Cllr. Durlacher proposed and Cllr, Ellis seconded the motion that the Council accepted this quotation, which was agreed unanimously.





Action – David Winter
2 Charles Hewitt has requested we purchase new line marking equipment. The one he wants is £252.50 plus delivery (£8 unless it is classed as a bulky item) plus VAT. Cllr. Durlacher proposed and Cllr, Ellis seconded the motion that the Council accepted this quotation, which was agreed unanimously.








Action – David Winter
7.4

 General Purposes        
No report.
7.5 
Housing

Cllr. Garnett reported that Decent Homes will soon publish a list of its renovation priorities and he thinks Langham will get most of its requirements provided.
7.6   
Community Council    
Cllr. Schofield reported 

1 They are still seeking a treasurer.
2 The next meeting is 19th November

3 The Schofields are promoting a dance on 18th December in aid of Community Centre funds.

7.7

Ward Councillor           

Cllr. Garnett reported

1 Local Development Framework required 21,000 houses to be built in the Colchester area, and that an extra levy has been proposed to provide for infrastructure development.
2 NAPS meeting in Langham had many discussions on the parking problems outside the school. Lionel Whitnell and Powerplus Engineering are to be asked if they could try to avoid heavy lorries arriving or departing during school starting and ending times, 8 am to 9.30 am and 2,30 pm to 3.30 pm. 

Action – David Winter
3 The school is to be asked to encourage parents to move on as quickly as possible after leaving or collecting their children.
Action – David Winter
4 The travellers’ site has not had its planning permission signed off as ECC cannot yet comply with the planning conditions for access to the site.
As regards parking at the school, Cllrs Schofield and Bottwood and David Winter are to try to meet the relevant people at ECC, probably through Chris Percival in the first instance, to discuss progress on obtaining the use of ECC education authority land for parking. 




Action – David Winter
7.8 

Footpaths                     
Cllr. Stacey reported that there were no major issues;
8 
Consultation on the East of England Plan > 2031 - scenarios for housing and economic growth‏

This had been covered in Laura Chase’s and Cllr. Garnett’s reports. 
9
Correspondence received.
1
CBC Forward Plan of Key Decisions

1 October 2009 to 31 January 2010.

2
Buntings Letter

The Council was asked to provide hard copies of every item we had received and/or issued in the last 12 months relating to Buntings. The only information that could be found was the minutes of a Council meeting where it was agreed that the subject would not be discussed.

. 

3
Mr Kiff of Six Acres High Street Letter

Mr Kiff wished to inform the Council that the ragwort on the adjoining field was nothing to do with him. We had a second letter some time later to inform us that the field had been cut.

4
 Bus Passenger News
There was nothing affecting Langham.

5
 Mr Ravest Letter

Letter concerning the drainage problem in School Road circulated on 25 September. This should be acknowledged and a copy provided for Lionel Whitnell.
Action – David Winter
6
 Action Essex – the Newsletter of CPREssex

7
NHS North Essex 

The annual report
8
 Lock Lintel

9
RCCE Essex Way Walk 

A few members of the RCCE are walking the Essex Way and will be finishing their walk on Saturday 3rd October at about 6pm at Langham Church. Cllr. Schofield has offered them refreshments in the Hurlock Room. Councillors were encouraged to be present to greet the walkers if possible.
.

10
Making the Links

A copy has been circulated. 

11
Colchester Community Safety – NAPS Letter

Letter about School Road parking problems discussed elsewhere.

12
The Essex Strategy 2008 - 2018

A leaflet inviting the public to a series of evening events to discuss priority issues for Essex.  This has been circulated.

13
Colchester Community Voluntary Services

A letter advertising the conference has been distributed. Further details were available at the Council meeting.
14
e-mail from Elsie Hewitt concerning rabbit holes

It was agreed Cllr. Durlacher and Bob Schofield would investigate the cost of rabbit fencing.






Action – Cllr. Durlacher

15
Telephone Box on Dedham Road

The Clerk is to contact BT about the possibility of buying this for £1 and whether or not we could move it.





Action – David Winter
16
Paint Fumes from Powerplus

David Elmer had reported these again. The Clerk was to find out the out of hours emergency number and whether or not the fumes are dangerous.

Action – David Winter
10
Administrative Matters
The Clerk reported that in last two months the major one-off or special activities have been

1. The approval of the year end accounts by the external auditor. He has asked for our fidelity insurance to be increased to £54,000, and is concerned that our bank balances are higher than they should be, despite having had an explanation of for what large amounts of them are earmarked.

2. Meetings with the chairman of the pre-school with Cllr. Watson.

3. East Essex Area Forum meeting on 1st September at Lawford Venture Centre. 

4. With Cllr. Stacey, meetings on 31st July to try to attract Langham Barns companies onto the website.

5. The visit of the SOS Bus to Langham on 26th August. 

6. 7th August village tour with Cllr. Schofield to inspect overhanging hedges, and subsequent contact with the relevant landowners, with letters to those I was not able to meet.

7. Booking the various services for bonfire night.

8. Visit to Powerplus to discuss paint fumes on 28th August.

9. Chasing builders for quotations. Three initial estimates have been received, and two more are expected. We will be seeking a grant towards the cost of obtaining planning permission.

10. Town and Parish Clerks meeting on 4th September.

11. Recreation subcommittee meeting on 8th September.

12. RCCE meeting with Cllr. Bottwood on 21st September on Consulting your Community.

11 
Receipts and Payments

A list of payments (£2,491) and receipts (£10,610) was circulated as part of the financial report.





12
Next Meeting

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 27th October 2009 at 7.30pm. 
13
Any other urgent business
1 Ian Hollands is considering adding an insert to the Parish Newsletter in order to accommodate the additional advertising that has been requested. There will still be some extra space left on this insert in which he wondered if the Parish Council would like to add a short monthly newsletter. If we did, he also wondered if it might be a good idea to have the Parish Council meeting before the copy date for the Newsletter, which is usually between the 19th and 21st of the month? Would we like to consider this?
The Council thought the insert was a good idea and this information would be passed to Ian Hollands.






Action – David Winter
The possibility of changing the meetings will be considered when Cllr. Garnett has checked the dates of his CBC meetings. However, there was some feeling that a report for the insert could be produced without having to change the meeting dates.
2 Mrs Elmer has retired from the post of Village Correspondent for the Essex County Standard. Cllr. Ellis was interested in taking this on, and will contact Dominic Stringer on 508426 to find out about the pay and conditions.
3 The Council is to contact the owner of the land on which grew the tree that was blown down on Park Lane. He is to be asked to move this, possibly to the bonfire.

Action – David Winter
There being no other urgent business, the meeting closed at 10.15 pm.

6

