Langham Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on 28th July  2009
1
Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllr. E. Schofield 
Chairman

Cllr. C. Garnett
Borough Councillor
Cllr. W. Durlacher
 Cllr. A. Stacey
Cllr. R. Watson 
Cllr. M. Bottwood
Also present were Mrs Kimberley, Mrs Monsell, Mr Barrel and Mr D. Winter, Clerk to the Council.
Apologies were received from Cllr. A. Ellis 
2
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
3
Minutes of the Meeting held on 30th June 2009
Cllr. Stacey proposed and Cllr. Durlacher seconded that the minutes be agreed as accurate. This was accepted unanimously and Cllr. Schofield signed the minutes.
4
Matters Arising from the Meeting of 30th June 2009
	Ref
	Item
	Action By
	Status

	5.2  
	The Clerk was asked to contact Environmental Health to see if they think water in the ditches on School Road might be a health hazard
	David Winter

	They were contacted on 3/7/9 and they thought it was not likely to be a problem.



	7.2
	Car sharing. Cllr. Bottwood will send copies of the slides from this meeting to Cllrs. Schofield, Garnett and Stacey. When the Parish Plan questionnaire is produced, he will add questions on car sharing to the business section..
	Cllr. Bottwood 
	Done. Parish Plan business section will have car sharing questions added.

	7.2
	The very large pothole on Greyhound Hill which was repaired is breaking up, and there is concern that when Old Mill Road is closed there will be a lot of extra traffic on Greyhound Hill. County Cllr. Brown is to be informed of this. 
	David Winter
 
	Reported to the Councillor who replied that she had informed Highways of our concern..

	7.4
	Funding will have to come from several sources, and the Clerk is to contact Myland Council to check how they obtained Lottery funding.
	David Winter

	 Rev Ray Gibbs of Myland has been contacted. No immediate help but he is happy for us to contact him if we feel it might be useful.

	7.4
	On the Pre-school, the Council is to check 

the proportion of the Community Centre revenue they provide annually.
	David Winter

	During 2008/2009 this was 25%.

	7.4
	It was suggested that Cllrs. Watson, Stacey and Bottwood, together with the Clerk might meet the pre-school..

	Cllr. Watson 
	Cllr. Watson and the Clerk met the Chairman.

	7.4
	Maureen Shouksmith is to be asked if the WI would distribute the questionnaire, and if so, what return date be proposed.
	Cllr. Watson
	Distributed and returns coming in.

	8.5
	Ms Bligh – 6 Rayners Court
	David Winter

	She has now obtained Council housing in Hadleigh and there is no further action needed.

	8.6
	ECC would like a Passenger Transport representative if there is a volunteer. Cllr. Schofield is to see if Ernie Schofield might be interested.
	Cllr. Schofield 
	C/F as Cllr. Schofield had not been able to contact Mr Schofield.

	8.7
	We have been asked if we would like to attend the RCCE AGM and village of the year competition. Cllr. Durlacher is to be asked if he would like to represent Langham, along with Bob Schofield.
	David Winter

	They very kindly attended the meeting.

	9.9
	If we have projects, such as path clearing, on which we might want people on probation to work, please let the probation service know. The Clerk agreed to pass contact details to Cllr. Stacey.






	David Winter

	Done.

	10
	A revised set of signatories was required urgently.

	David Winter

	 Barclays have provided a mandate pack which will need to be completed by the signatories.

	12.2
	The Clerk was asked to write to thank Mrs. Ellis for her hard work maintaining the planters in such an excellent condition.

	David Winter

	Done.

	11 of 31/03/09
	Receipts and Payments
Once the financial turmoil has died down, the Council should consider putting more money into higher interest bearing accounts.

It was agreed that the Clerk would move excess funds from the current account to the deposit account.
	Cllr. Watson and David Winter
David Winter
	 C/F

This has been done.


5
Residents Questions.

Mrs Kimberley asked when roads marked for repair were likely to be repaired as the markings were fading, other potholes appeared and they were dangerous. The Clerk was to write to ECC to point out our concerns and to ask when action was likely. 









Action – David Winter
Mrs Kimberley reported that the hedge in front of the recreation ground had a lot of brambles growing from it. The Clerk was to ask David Isted to cut these.

Action – David Winter
6
Reports to the Council.

6.1

Planning                       

Cllr. Ellis provided a written planning report for July 2009.which was read out by the Clerk.
DECISIONS

Application No.

090647: Langham Oak Cottage, Park Lane – Approve Conditional

090688: Willow Grove, Grove Hill – Approve Conditional   

WITHDRAWN APPLICATIONS

Application no. 090647: Extension/additions Newpark House, Park Lane

APPEALS

Application no. 090100: Erection of single dwelling, land adjacent to Old Thatched Cottage, Ipswich Road

APPLICATIONS AND PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSES

Application no. 090873: Valley House, new mower shed and gazebo

No objections.

Application no. 090882: Erection of wood and equipment store, land adjacent “C’est Moi” Birchwood Road

A number of material considerations relate to this application. Firstly, the plot is located outside the Village Envelope (with a public footpath running through it) where development is only allowed under exceptional circumstances. Secondly the plot is regarded as farmland and therefore subject to the rules of Agricultural Diversification (Local Plan Policy C10 or Development Policies Regulation 25 Consultation Paper – Preferred Policy DP6). This states that diversification will be supported where it helps to sustain the existing agricultural enterprise without the need for sub-division or the holding of separate enterprises unrelated to the existing agricultural use. It also states that all proposals must be accompanied by a satisfactory diversification plan, which describes how it will assist in retaining the viability of the farm and how it links with any short or long term business plans for the farm. Furthermore, it states that proposals will not be vulnerable to further expansion that would be likely to require new dwellings within the rural area to support the enterprise, either at the time of proposal or at any future date. Local Plan Policy C10 is also clear that each application should be accompanied by a farm management plan in order to assess the context of the diversification scheme.

Nuisance has also been reported by neighbours in the form of noise from power tools operating at the site during the Spring of 2009. We also note that the applicant proposes hours of opening from 8.00 am until 6.00 pm six days per week and two part-time employees. We understand that part of the proposed building will be a sealed unit for the storage of tools and equipment and that there will be a number of vehicle movements in and out of the site. No information is provided concerning legislative requirements for employees, health and safety and other relevant matters.

Also we consider that insufficient information is provided in this application for agricultural use and it is also contrary to the policies set out above. Also a new application would be required, should the applicant seek Change of Use to, for example, Class B8 or B1(c). 

Accordingly, and for the above reasons, we register our objection to this application

Cllr. Garnett agreed to accompany Mr Barrel to meet a CBC planning officer to discuss his planning application with the option of calling in the application if he felt it was necessary.

At this point, Mrs Monsell and Mr Barrel left the meeting.

6.2 

Roads and Transport
Cllr Bottwood reported
1 At the Local Highways Panel meeting on 20th July, the budget for the Borough was discussed. A pedestrian refuge for the junction of Wick Road and Birchwood road had been mentioned, and more information was sought as it was not certain that the Council would recommend this.









Action – Cllr. Bottwood
2 A speed check had been done on Park Lane and Langham qualified for a vehicle activated speed warning sign. Highways Department stated that there was no funding in the CIF (Highways) budget for this financial year but we have been included on the list for funding in the next financial year. The £5,500 cost for the sign could be covered by Langham PC but it was decided to look at other funding options before this course of action was considered.








Action – Cllr. Bottwood

3 The responsibility for improving the poor state of the footways on Birchwood Road is to be investigated.



Action – Cllr. Garnett
.

6.3 

Recreation Ground

Cllr. Durlacher reported
1 Bonfire night will be on 7th November 2009 with the amount to be spent being very similar to last year, and the entry fee remaining the same as last year. 

2 The purchase of tents is being investigated. Mrs Kimberley mentioned that the Stour Sailing Club, Manningtree, used to hire tents out, and Cllr. Durlacher was to investigate if this was still the case.

Action – Cllr. Durlacher
3 The bonfire will be built on Saturday 31st October. Any residents are invited to bring rubbish for the fire on that day from 9a.m. to 12 noon.

4 All Councillors were invited to help on this day and on bonfire night, with any help from younger residents being much appreciated.

6.4

 General Purposes        
Cllr. Watson reported the current situation regarding extensions to the community centre.
1 Comments as to their exact requirements are awaited from the pre-school.

2 Estimates are due from builders.

3 Cllr. Watson is to receive details of the Community Builders Fund, a new government grant scheme.

4 Questionnaires are being returned well, with an approximately 50% response to date.

6.5 Housing
Cllr. Garnett reported

1 CBC hopes to refurbish 2 Orchard Cottages this summer.

2 2 Wick Terrace has had its 40 year-old kitchen replaced.

3 There has been no progress resolving problems at Rayners Court. The broken fence outside the property was reported to Cllr. Garnett.
6.6 Community Council    
Cllr. Schofield reported they are still seeking a treasurer and a cleaner.

6.7

Ward Councillor           

Cllr. Garnett reported

1. A free alarm for a year for those over 85 is available from CBC. The Clerk will display a poster on the notice board. 

Action – David Winter
2. A report from the Cabinet Office concerning older people in rural areas was mentioned.

3. The planning application for Willow House on Grove Hill has been passed.
6.8 

Footpaths                     
Cllr. Stacey reported that there were no major issues;
7 
Correspondence received.
1
CBC Forward Plan of Key decisions
1 August to 30 November 2009.

2
Barclays Bank –Appointment of Bankers

As part of updating our signatories on Barclay’s accounts, we have been asked to appoint Barclays as our banker. This proposed by Cllr. Durlacher, seconded by Cllr. Watson and approved unanimously. 
3
2nd Langham Scout Group

This was a letter thanking the Council for their donation, and suggesting that maybe some of the displays from their archives could be included in some sort of “Celebration of Langham” exhibition?

4
Good Neighbours
This was a letter thanking the Council for their donation.

5
East Essex Forum

A note cancelling the July meeting, and also advising the Council of the East Essex Area Forum grant scheme, in which they have a total of £50,000 to allocate to local projects, and the Community Initiatives Fund of £100,000 for grants.

6
 Bus Passenger News

Timetable changes in the area. Perhaps he most significant for Langham might be the Stansted airport revised timetable.

7
RCCE Oyster Magazine 

An article on Community Led Planning has been circulated.

8
Credit Crunch Campaign August

A copy of this e-mail has been circulated, and the SOS bus will be in Langham on the afternoon of Wednesday 26th August. The Chairman hoped that some of the Councillors would be able to attend. The Clerk was asked to ensure Boxted is informed of this event.






Action – David Winter
9
Free Alarm for over 85

A copy of this e-mail has been circulated. A problem is that the funding is pledged for only one year.

.

10
CBC Guidance on Dispensations

A copy has been circulated.

11
Making the Links

RCCE magazine.

12
Newsletter from English Rural Housing Association

Councillors might be interested in a new electric heater from Germany called Suka.

13
Autism Anglia – newsletter

14
Letter from David Elmer

This has been circulated. The Clerk is to write to residents and land owners at the east end of Park Lane and on Chapel Road to ask for hedges to be cut back, otherwise Essex County Council (ECC) will have to be contacted.
Action – David Winter
ECC highways is to be asked for the road maps to see if the land at Hillcrest Cottages on Greyhound Hill on which large stones have been placed is highways land or the residents land.






Action – David Winter
15
Bus Shelter Replacement Financing

Because there are possibly funds available to replace bus shelters, the Council is to contact Roy Laverick, Dedham’s Parish Council Chairman, to see if he will take responsibility for the bus shelter on the A12.


 Action – Cllr. Bottwood

The Clerk is to let Cllr. Bottwood know the amount and expiry date of the insurance paid by Langham for the bus shelter. 


   Action – David Winter
16
Street Lighting

The proposal for removing street lighting has been circulated and if any Councillor has a strong opinion on this, they were asked to reply to the web site mentioned.

8
Administrative Matters
The Clerk reported that in the last month the major one-off or special activities have been

1. Following the approval of the year end accounts at the Council meeting these have been despatched to the external auditor. 

2. Parish Plan meeting.

3. Meetings with two builders so far concerning the extensions to the Community Centre. We await the estimates. Other related meetings including the chairman of the pre-school with Cllr. Watson.

4. Sign writing agreed and has been completed.

9 
Receipts and Payments

A list of payments (£31,883) and receipts (£20,577) was circulated as part of the financial report. The Clerk was to contact Rob Clark concerning the funding of the community centre refurbishments.






Action – David Winter





10
Next Meeting

There will be no meeting in August and the next meeting will be on Tuesday 29th September 2009 at 7.30pm. 
11
Any other urgent business
There being no other urgent business, the meeting closed at 9.25 pm.

1

