Langham Parish Council 
DRAFT

Minutes of the meeting held on 30th June 2009
1
Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllr. E. Schofield 
Chairman

Cllr. C. Garnett
Borough Councillor
Cllr. A. Stacey

Cllr. R. Watson

Cllr. A. Ellis 
Cllr. M. Bottwood
Also present were Mr. Ian Sutherland, and Mr D. Winter, Clerk to the Council.
Apologies were received from Cllr. W. Durlacher
2
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
3
Minutes of the Meeting held on 26th May 2009
Cllr. Stacey proposed and Cllr. Watson seconded that the minutes be agreed as accurate. This was accepted unanimously and Cllr. Schofield signed the minutes.
6
Matters Arising from the Meeting of 26th May 2009
	Ref
	Item
	Action By
	Status

	9.2  
	Cllr. Watson was to contact Brian Hindley in Dedham to see how they obtained their Speed Activated Warning Signs.
	Cllr. Watson 
	Cllr. Bottwood has taken on this project and the action is in his report.

	 9.2
	  There is a very large pothole on Greyhound Hill which is to be reported to Essex County Council.
	David Winter
 
	Reported and repaired. See roads report.   

	9.3
	The Clerk was asked to contact David Isted about trimming the hedge in front of the recreation ground if this is the right time of year.
	David Winter
 
	David Isted has trimmed the hedge. The preferred time for hedge trimming is 1st September to end of February. It is an offence to deliberately damage birds’ nests at any time of year. This is the only legal requirement.  So from March to August it is sensible to restrict hedge trimming, but if it is done, to check as carefully as possible to ensure there are no birds’ nests.

	9.4
	The Village Development Committee meets on 18th June to check the plans for the extended Community Centre. Grants and quotes are to be obtained as soon as possible.
	Cllr. Bottwood and David Winter
	This is in progress. Cllr. Watson covered this in his report.

	9.6
	The question of the charitable status of the Community Shop was to be checked.
	David Winter

	The Shop is not a charity but an industrial and provident society, number 29579R. 

	9.6
	The Chairman asked for a letter to be sent to Rob Clark thanking him for his work on the improvements to the Community Centre. It has involved many hours and has been a job well done.
	David Winter

	Done. He thanked the Council for their very generous remarks.

	9.8
	Cllr Stacey reported footpath 52 to the north of the reservoir at Ardleigh Crown was impenetrable and he would advise Mary Moir
	Cllr Stacey
	See his footpaths report.

	10.2
	CBC consultation on the potential for introducing 20 mph areas. The Council discussed this and will submit its response
	Cllr. Watson
	Done.

	10.4
	Good Neighbours
A letter from the chairman of this organisation asking for a donation was discussed. Subject to satisfactory responses for details of its business plan and how surpluses are to be handled, the Council is likely to approve a donation to Good Neighbours. This motion was proposed by Cllr. Durlacher and seconded by Cllr. Watson, and had unanimous approval.
	Cllr. Schofield and David Winter
	The Chairman of the organisation was visited and details of his replies circulated.

	10.5
	SOS Bus: Credit Crunch Tour

The Council agreed to ask if it could use this facility to visit Langham in August, possibly sharing with Dedham and/or Boxted.
	David Winter

	We have asked to be included in future visits and CBC will contact us.

	10.7
	Hanningfield Awards 2009 

Details are to be put on the Langham website.
	Cllr Stacey
	Done.

	11
	It was suggested that the name for the new school could include the phrase “The Oaks” as this was an earlier name of the house.
	David Winter

	Done.

	11
	The motion that the 2nd Langham Scout Group was given a £50 donation in recognition of the tremendous work it has done for the village youth in the 50 years of its existence was proposed by Cllr. Stacey and seconded by Cllr. Durlacher, and had unanimous approval.

	David Winter

	Done.

	14.3
	Cllr Schofield wanted to make sure the Clerk had his name put on the Committee Room notice board.

	David Winter

	Estimate obtained of £17.50 per hour with a minimum charge of 2 hours. The Clerk was asked to proceed.

	14.5
	Dangerous Dogs at Grove Hill
The Councillors wondered if any news had been received on this matter from either the dog warden or the police.
	Cllr. Garnett
	The dog warden has contacted the dogs’ owners. The Council was told that the person that was attacked will deal with the matter.

	9.8 of 31/03/09
	The Clerk is to reply to Mrs Elmer agreeing with her and is to collaborate with Cllr. Watson prior to contacting the Essex County Council Education department to see if improved parking in the section of land at the end of School Lane could be combined with approved drop off points.

	Cllr. Watson and David Winter
	A letter has been sent to try to obtain some concessions from ECC following the likely development of a new school..

	11 of 31/03/09
	Receipts and Payments
Once the financial turmoil has died down, the Council should consider putting more money into higher interest bearing accounts.

It was agreed that the Clerk would move excess funds from the current account to the deposit account.


	Cllr. Watson and David Winter
David Winter
	C/F

C/F




5
Residents Questions.

Mr. Sutherland asked the following questions and comments:
1. Would the "Homestead School" retain this name when the School opens again in the autumn?  The current position is that ECC do not propose to re-use this name but when the new school is built there may be an opportunity to provide a new name, with “The Oaks” a suggestion.
2. There is a very serious drainage problem in the ditches, the culvert under the highway in School Road at the Industrial Site, and the outfall via School Lane. Even in this dry period the ditch adjacent to the industrial site is full of unhealthy stagnant water. Please can the Parish Council try and "oil the wheels" again for a solution to a health hazard adjacent to our Primary School? This problem has been reported to the new County Councillor Mrs Brown and she has taken it up with Geoff Harris of Highways. The Clerk was asked to contact Environmental Health to see if they think it is a health hazard. 
Action – David Winter
3. He brought to the notice of the Parish Council that the Tennis Courts on the Recreation Ground are in need of a good clean and that the "Langham Tennis Club" will obtain three quotations for the work necessary and keep the Council informed of cost and progress.
4. The possibility of extra land for a third tennis court was mentioned, and the Tennis Club was asked to make a formal request to the Council. However, previous discussions had not been successful.

6
Declarations of Acceptance of Office
The Chairman and Councillors signed their acceptances of office

7
Reports to the Council.

7.1

Planning                       

Cllr. Ellis provided a written planning report for June 2009.
DECISIONS

Application No.

090409: Change of Use of Land to rear of Powerplus Engineering – REFUSE

090523: 4, Hillcrest Cottages, Greyhound Hill – APPROVE CONDITIONAL

090516: Change of Use, Land adjacent to A12/A120 Interchange - REFUSE
APPEALS

Application no. 081813: Land adjacent to Jeveck, Chapel Road - DISMISSED

WITHDRAWN APPLICATIONS

Nil

APPLICATIONS AND PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSES

Application no. 090647: Extension and addition to garage, Newpark House, Park Lane

This application may be considered as a case of overdevelopment of this property and we have some concerns that the prospective neighbours of the adjoining new unoccupied property may have some comments on the application. Other than these matters we have no major objections.

Application no. 090632: Langham Oak Cottage, Park Lane

Other than concerns that the applicant ensure adequate visual splays for access to and egress from this Listed property and that ECC Highways ensure that the hedge line does not compromise the verge to the road, we have no objections to this application.

Application No. 090688: Willow Grove, Grove Hill – Demolition/Erection of New Property

The applicant seeks permission to demolish a small bungalow on the site, redeveloped within the last forty years, and to erect a large detached 4/5 bedroom barn-style property, with detached double garage, on this site in the open countryside.

The CBC Local Plan makes it clear that the priority is to safeguard the historic character of the countryside, one way being to resist non-essential development in order to protect its open and underdeveloped character. It also takes account of the effect of development on the character of villages and the surrounding countryside. In cases where villages are reached via country lanes, as is the case with this application, new development should be of a scale, size and appearance that do not harm the character of the area. Also the Borough tries to retain a balanced mix of dwelling sizes within the stock of existing housing in the countryside, in particular to safeguard the smaller types of dwelling for lower-income residents. The present application clearly does not, therefore, conform to the policies contained in the Local Plan.

CBC Policy H9 (Replacement Dwellings in the Countryside) also states that any proposed replacement should be acceptable in its setting by virtue of its scale, form, design, siting and materials and also reinforces the local vernacular style and sense of place. Policies DC1, UEA11 and 12 are also relevant. Policies CO1 and 2 also have a bearing on the site.

We note also that both the neighbouring properties, namely Langford Hall and Grove Cottage have Listed Building status and that the proposed new property will have adverse visual and landscape impact on the adjacent Black Brook Valley and Dedham Vale.

Our Ward Councillor Christopher Garnett will also be requesting that this application be called in should the Officers be minded to recommend its approval.

Finally, we cannot trace in the application documentation any set time limit for the temporary siting of the mobile home, which we understand has already been placed on site.

For the above reasons the Parish Council therefore registers its objection to this application.

Application No. 090773: Glebe House, Rectory Road

Providing the current application has Listed Buildings Consent, we have no objections.

7.2 

Roads and Transport
Cllr. Bottwood contacted Brian Hindley in Dedham to see how they obtained their Speed Activated Warning Signs, and received useful contact information. ECC has agreed to do speed checking which will be on a Friday on Park Lane.  
 

Cllr. Bottwood attended a meeting at the Town Hall on 15th June 2009 where the Highways Agency discussed their work on an area travel plan for North Colchester Business Parks, with an emphasis on car sharing. He will send copies of the slides from this meeting to Cllrs. Schofield, Garnett and Stacey. When the Parish Plan questionnaire is produced, he will add questions on car sharing to the business section.







Action - Cllr. Bottwood
Cllr. Bottwood will keep an eye out for when the policy for changes to speed limits is accepted. This may provide an opportunity to vary speed limits in the village.
The very large pothole on Greyhound Hill which was repaired is breaking up, and there is concern that when Old Mill Road is closed there will be a lot of extra traffic on Greyhound Hill. County Cllr. Brown is to be informed of this. 









Action – David Winter
.

7.3 

Recreation Ground

No report.
7.4

 General Purposes        
The position with the proposed extension to the Community Centre was described. Work will have to take place simultaneously on
· Plans and costings

· Planning considerations

· Funding
The Council may be able to get help from local businesses.

Funding will have to come from several sources, and the Clerk is to contact Myland Council to check how they obtained Lottery funding. 
Action – David Winter 

It may well be sensible for the Shop, Pre-school and Community Council to apply separately for funds from different sources, such as Sure Start for the Pre-school. Note that self-contained buildings are zero rated for VAT, even if they adjoin existing premises. 
On the Pre-school, the Council is to check 

· The proportion of the Community Centre revenue they provide annually 
Action – David Winter 
· Their charitable or business status 

· Their exact requirements from any new premises.
It was suggested that Cllrs. Watson, Stacey and Bottwood, together with the Clerk might meet them.





Action - Cllr. Watson
The possible internet café was discussed, and it was felt that it would not be able to use the same rooms as the Pre-school if the current proposals were carried out.

A short questionnaire from the Parish Council will be produced, with the objective of having the results available by the end of July. It was proposed by Cllr. Garnett and seconded by Cllr. Watson that as the Council has an adequate stationery budget it should finance this work, including a reply paid envelope for the completed questionnaire. This will cost about £160. This proposal was accepted unanimously. Maureen Shouksmith is to be asked if the WI would distribute the questionnaire, and if so, what return date be proposed. Action - Cllr. Watson
Replies are to go to the Clerk, and Cllr. Stacey offered to analyse them.

At this point, Mr. Sutherland left the meeting, after volunteering to deliver the School Road questionnaire about the shop if required.
7.5 

Housing

· 2 Orchard Cottages is to be refurbished this summer.
· 2 Wick Terrace should have its 40 year-old kitchen replaced this week.

· Four housing officers visited the village last week but were unable to contact anyone in Rayners Court. They have been asked to return.
7.6 

Community Council    
They are still seeking a treasurer.

7.7

Ward Councillor           

· The LDF committee has met and it was agreed that the proposals for Langham should not be altered in any way.
· The question of light pollution from the stadium has been raised to this committee.

· The Grove Hill planning application will be heard on 9th July, and the planning officers are likely to approve it.
7.8 

Footpaths                     
Cllr Stacey had reported footpath 52 to the north of the reservoir at Ardleigh Crown to Mary Moir, and it has been classified as an anomaly which will be investigated when the area’s footpaths are next reviewed.

He has been busy clearing various overgrown footpaths.

8 
Correspondence received.
1
CBC Forward Plan of Key decisions
1 July to 31 October 2009.

2
River Stour Trust

Notice of trustees’ elections and financial report was provided.
3
EALC – Making the Links and County Update 
4
Grove Hill Building Enquiry
A letter has been received from Mrs Rowland asking for the Council’s views as to the possibility of building outside the village envelope. This was passed to the planning committee and a response has been sent.
5
Ms Bligh – 6 Rayners Court
Ms Bligh was enquiring about local social housing opportunities because the single bedroom flat she is in at Rayners Court is not large enough. She was told of the CBC procedures for Mutual exchanges and Homechoice, of which she was aware, and local parish clerks were contacted to see if they had any opportunities. There has been no success as yet. Cllr. Garnett suggested she contact him for advice on the matter, and also that she should consider Whitehouse Close. 

Action – David Winter  
6
A guide to Passenger Transport 2009

ECC would like a Passenger Transport representative if there is a volunteer. Cllr. Schofield is to see if Ernie Schofield might be interested. 
Action - Cllr. Schofield
7
RCCE AGM and Village of the Year 2009 

We have been asked if we would like to attend. Cllr. Durlacher is to be asked if he would like to represent Langham, along with Bob Schofield. Action – David Winter  
8
Statutory Notice – transfer of Heath site of Ramsden Hall School to former Homestead School site
A copy of this has been e-mailed.
9
Letter from Roger Drury Little Horkesley re CBC Planning Committee

A copy has been e-mailed on 28 June. Cllr. Garnett pointed out that Ward Councillors could attend those planning meetings relevant to their wards and so Mr. Drury’s comments did not really apply.
10
Ian Sutherland e-mail

A copy has been forwarded on 28 June.

9
Administrative Matters
The Clerk reported that in the last 5 weeks the major one-off or special activities have been

1. Completion of the year end accounts and their return from the internal auditor Mr. Allen. These have been distributed and will need approval at the Council meeting. It was proposed by Cllr. Garnett and seconded by Cllr. Ellis that the annual return be approved. This was accepted unanimously.
2. Completion of the draft questionnaires for the housing and education aspects of the Parish Plan following various meetings
3. Agreement that the enhancements to the Community Centre were completed successfully, including an on-site meeting with the builder.

4. Meeting David Hope of the Good Neighbours scheme with the Chairman.

5. A certain degree of hassle over the legal times for hedge cutting which has been resolved.

6. Village Development Committee work including the plans produced by Homa Cherry, the architect. Following this, meetings have been arranged to discuss grants.

7. Problems with equipment on the playground, hopefully now resolved.

8. Sorting out a broken notice board opposite the Shepherd and Dog, which Charles Hewitt has now repaired.

9. Town and Parish Clerks’ meeting on 25th June. A new computer system for the planning department was mentioned and I will try to organise training for the planning committee when it comes available. The probation service talked about Community Payback. If we have projects, such as path clearing, on which we might want people on probation to work, please let them know. The Clerk agreed to pass contact details to Cllr. Stacey.





Action – David Winter  
Also Lisa Cross talked about the Parish Paths Partnership scheme.

10. Richard Watson and I met Angie Balcombe on 26th June to discuss grants and the approach to obtaining them. Beverly Davies has also been in touch (29th June).

11.  A visit to Langham Barns and Blackbrook business sites with various members of the Parish Council.

10 
Receipts and Payments

A list of payments (£5,953) was circulated as part of the financial report. There were no receipts.

A revised set of signatories was required urgently.

Action – David Winter  
It was agreed that Cllr. Watson would remain as the Council’s representative on the Colchester association of Local Councillors, and for the time being, the Local Highways Panel.

11
Next Meeting

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 28th July 2009 at 7.30pm. 
12
Any other urgent business
12.1
Sustainable Communities Act‏
Cllr. Bottwood felt that Councillors had insufficient information to comment on this, and it was agreed to take no action.

12.2 Letter to Elizabeth Ellis
The Clerk was asked to write to thank Mrs. Ellis for her hard work maintaining the planters in such an excellent condition.
 




Action – David Winter  
12.3 Advanced Training on Statutory Planning
Cllrs Ellis and Bottwood had attended this but were disappointed not to learn more from the course.

There being no other urgent business, the meeting closed at 9.45 pm.

1

