The Annual General Meeting of Langham Parish Council 
Minutes of the meeting held on 26th May 2009
1
Election of Chairman


Cllr. Durlacher proposed and Cllr. Watson seconded the motion that Cllr. Schofield be elected as Chairman. There were no other nominations and this proposal was accepted unanimously.
2
Election of Vice-Chairman


Cllr. Stacey proposed and Cllr. Watson seconded the motion that Cllr. Durlacher be elected as Vice-Chairman. There were no other nominations and this proposal was accepted unanimously.

3
Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllr. E. Schofield 
Chairman

Cllr. W. Durlacher


Cllr. A. Stacey

Cllr. R. Watson

Cllr. M. Bottwood

There apologies for absence from Cllr. C. Garnett and Cllr. A. Ellis. There were no residents present. Mr D. Winter, Clerk to the Council was also present.
4
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
5
Minutes of the Meeting held on 30th April 2009
Cllr. Watson proposed and Cllr. Bottwood seconded the proposal that the minutes be agreed as accurate. This was accepted unanimously and Cllr. Schofield signed the minutes.
6
Matters Arising from the Meeting of 30th April 2009
	Ref
	Item
	Action By
	Status

	6.2 of 31/03/09
	Cllr. Watson was to contact Brian Hindley in Dedham to see how they obtained their Speed Activated Warning Signs.
	Cllr. Watson 
	C/F

	7 of 31/03/09
	Cllr. Durlacher proposed and Cllr. Watson seconded the motion that the Council approve costs of up to £1,000 for the production of plans suitable for obtaining builders’ quotations and associated expenditure, as discussed  at the February 2009 Parish Council meeting. This was agreed unanimously and the Clerk was asked to contact Mr. Cherry. 

	David Winter
	Mr. Cherry has been given a formal go ahead and an initial meeting is arranged for 20/05/09. Plans are promised for the Steering Committee meeting of 18th June.

	9.8 of 31/03/09
	The Clerk is to reply to Mrs Elmer agreeing with her and is to collaborate with Cllr. Watson prior to contacting the Essex County Council Education department to see if improved parking in the section of land at the end of School Lane could be combined with approved drop off points.

	Cllr. Watson and David Winter
	Cllr. Watson and the Clerk are liaising over sending a letter to ECC. See section 11 of the minutes.

	9.13 of 31/03/09
	The Council should lend the unused laptop if it was considered suitable by the Rev Tim Bull, had any confidential data removed from the hard disk, and was insured for loss and damage.
	David Winter


	Rev Tim Bull has said it is very suitable, and he thanked the Parish Council for their help. He will remove any data from the hard disk and ensure the laptop is insured.

	11 of 31/03/09
	Receipts and Payments

Once the financial turmoil has died down, the Council should consider putting more money into higher interest bearing accounts.

It was agreed that the Clerk would move excess funds from the current account to the deposit account.


	Cllr. Watson and David Winter

David Winter
	C/F

C/F



	5.1
	Consultation Document on the Homestead

The Clerk is to try to arrange a meeting for interested Councillors with Chris Percival.

	David Winter


	Meeting arranged for 26th May.

	5.2
	Tendring Local Development Framework

The planning committee is to formulate and submit its response.
	Cllr. Ellis
	Response submitted.

	8


	The inclusion of questions in the Parish Plan relating to the Shepherd and Dog was discussed and a meeting was arranged. 

	Cllr. Bottwood
	Meeting held and a supporting letter sent.


7
Residents Questions.

There were no questions. 
8
The Election of Chairmen for Committees and the Allocation of Councillor Responsibilities.

8.1 Planning:   
Chairman 
Cllr. Ellis

Others

Cllr. Stacey and Cllr. Bottwood
The Chairman may appoint up to two non-Council members of which Simon Gallup is currently one.
8.2 Roads and transport
Chairman 
Cllr. Bottwood
Others

Cllr. Watson and Cllr. Garnett

The Chairman may appoint up to two non-Council members. 

8.3 Recreation Ground
Chairman 
Cllr. Durlacher

Others

Cllr. Ellis

The Chairman may appoint up to two non-Council members, currently Mr. Bob Schofield and Mr. Charles Hewitt.
8.4 General purposes
Chairman 
Cllr. Watson

Others

Cllr. Stacey

Cllr. Durlacher and Cllr. Schofield will be available on an “ad hoc” basis.

8.5 Housing: Chairman
Chairman 
Cllr. Garnett

Others

Cllr. Schofield

8.6 Community Council    
Cllr Schofield will be the Parish Council representative on this.

8.7 Footpaths                    
Chairman 
Cllr. Stacey

Others

Cllr. Durlacher

8.8 Finance

Chairman 
Cllr. Durlacher

Others

Cllr. Ellis and Cllr. Watson

8.9 Village Development Committee
Chairman 
Cllr. Watson

Other Councillors will be available on an “ad hoc” basis.

9
Reports to the Council.

9.1

Planning                       

Cllr. Ellis provided a written planning report for May 2009.
DECISIONS

Application No.

090238: Erection of Extension, Docuras Farm – APPROVE CONDITIONAL

090242: Swimming Pool, Jeveck, Chapel Road – APPROVE CONDITIONAL

090100: Erection of dwelling, land adj. Old Thatched Cottage, Ipswich Road – REFUSE

090135: Erection of four properties, curtilage of Langham Cottage, High Street - REFUSE

WITHDRAWN APPLICATIONS

Application no. 082037: Land at Old Mill Road – Erection of new dwelling house

APPLICATIONS AND PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSES

Application no. 090100: Land adjacent to Old Thatched Cottage, Ipswich Road

This follows upon application no. 081334 for two properties. In this case, the application is for one property. The reasons for opposing this application remain the same as for the previous application, the response for which is as follows:

 Application no. 081334 – Land adjacent to Old Thatched Cottage Ipswich Road

The site for this application is outside the Village Envelope and there is no justification for breaking the Village Envelope principles contained in the Local Plan. In addition, the Village Appraisal by Colchester Borough Council (April 1994), adopted as Supplementary Planning Guidance, stated (p 27 d)) of this specific area: “The cluster of houses and bungalows sited in the vicinity of the junction between Old Ipswich Road and Lodge Lane forms a sub-area considerably smaller in size than the 3 previously mentioned. None of these dwellings are of historical importance, however, many of them are layed (sic) out in spacious grounds. Infill development pertaining to these attractive gardens will not be looked upon favourably.”

We would also add that:

a) This area  forms a “green break” of agricultural and garden land between Colchester and the village;

b) There is an abundance of wildlife in the area;

c) Noise pollution from the A12 trunk road is a significant issue;

d) Approval would establish a precedent for applications for further development of this primarily agricultural area;

e) No mains sewage or gas utilities are connected.

For the above reasons, Langham Parish Council objects very strongly to this application.

Application no. 090135 – Erection of four detached properties, High Street

The site for this application is outside the Village Envelope and there is no justification for breaking the Village Envelope principles contained in the Local Plan on exceptional grounds. The proposed development would be of a back filling type, which differs from the evolution of growth in Langham by ribbon development. It is also contrary to the views contained in the Village Design Statement adopted by the Borough Council in 2008. Moreover it is an area which is not designated for potential development in the Local Development Framework. We understand that the construction to be demolished is not an annexe but was built as an art studio and permission was granted for this specific purpose. Accordingly, the Parish Council registers its opposition to the application on the above grounds.

Application no. 090409 – Change of Use, Powerplus Engineering

We note that this application is retrospective and the present fencing, parking and storage is currently illegal. The application seeks Change of Use for Grade 2 high quality agricultural land, covered by Policy CO8 of the Local Plan. The applicant has also installed a high visibility security fence and storage items which are visually intrusive when viewed from the footpath.

The applicant also seeks to divert the footpath, which is depicted incorrectly on the map provided. Permission for such a diversion should be sought from Essex County Council separately and the correct line of the footpath verified.

As shown by the Village Design Statement, adopted by Colchester Borough Council in 2008, the village has an essentially rural character, with both residential and business premises abutting high quality agricultural land, and, in some cases, Conservation Zones. It is considered that the Parish Council should be consistent in its approach and oppose this and other similar applications for Change of Use. 

The Parish Council is supportive of business and industry within the Parish, as shown by the three industrial and four business/commercial sites located here. However, where an industrial or business organisation has outgrown its present location, expansion though acquisition of adjacent agricultural land is not looked upon favourably. Should the Borough Council be minded to approve this retrospective application, the Parish Council would not wish this to be seen as a precedent for applications of a similar nature.

Application no. 090516 – Change of Use, Land adjacent to A12/A120 Interchange

We understand that this application is in response to an Enforcement Notice issued by the Borough and it is planned to dig up the hard standing and to reinstate the field to the south of the site, together with the footpath which crosses the land. The northern part of the site will also be re-designed. We would therefore support this application should it be in full compliance with the Enforcement Notice.

Application no. 090523 – 4 Hillcrest Cottages, Greyhound Hill

The applicant has sought prior advice from the Borough and we have no objections to this application.

The Clerk noted three planning matters that had arrived after the report had been circulated:

1. The appeal for change of use of land adjacent to Jeveck had been rejected

2. The retrospective application for change of use of land behind Powerplus had been rejected.

3. An application had been received to build a large house at Willow Cottage on Grove Hill.
In addition, Langham Oak Cottage on Park Lane has submitted an application for fencing and hedges. The Planning Committee was asked to note that these additions should not encroach onto the Highways land.
9.2 

Roads and Transport
Cllr. Watson was to contact Brian Hindley in Dedham to see how they obtained their Speed Activated Warning Signs.
 


Action – Cllr. Watson

There is a very large pothole on Greyhound Hill which is to be reported to Essex County Council. 





Action – David Winter  

.

9.3 

Recreation Ground

The Clerk was asked to contact David Isted about trimming the hedge in front of the recreation ground if this is the right time of year. 

Action – David Winter  
9.4

 General Purposes        
The Village Development Committee meets on 18th June to check the plans for the extended Community Centre. Grants and quotes are to be obtained as soon as possible.



Action - Cllr. Bottwood and David Winter
The Council felt that it might not be possible to provide for all the requests of the Pre-School organisation but these will be considered at the appropriate time.
The next Parish Plan meeting is fixed for 4th June. The aim is to have the questionnaires ready for September.

9.5 

Housing

No report.

9.6 

Community Council    
The question of the charitable status of the Community Shop was to be checked.
Action – David Winter  

The Chairman asked for a letter to be sent to Rob Clark thanking him for his work on the improvements to the Community Centre. It has involved many hours and has been a job well done.
.




Action – David Winter  
9.7

Ward Councillor           

No report.

9.8 

Footpaths                     
Cllr Stacey reported footpath 52 to the north of the reservoir at Ardleigh Crown was impenetrable and he would advise Mary Moir.

Action – Cllr. Stacey
10 
Correspondence received.
1
CBC Forward Plan of Key decisions
1 June to 30 September 2009.

2
CBC consultation on the potential for introducing 20 mph areas

The Council discussed this and will submit its response.
Action - Cllr. Watson
3
CBC – letter regarding the Shepherd & Dog Inn 

This is a letter from the Valuation Officer acknowledging our comments and stating they are considering the application from Mr and Mrs Virdi for a reduction in the valuation.

4
Good Neighbours
A letter from the chairman of this organisation asking for a donation was discussed. Subject to satisfactory responses for details of its business plan and how surpluses are to be handled, the Council is likely to approve a donation to Good Neighbours. This motion was proposed by Cllr. Durlacher and seconded by Cllr. Watson, and had unanimous approval.


Action - Cllr. Schofield and David Winter
5
SOS Bus: Credit Crunch Tour

The Council agreed to ask if it could use this facility to visit Langham in August, possibly sharing with Dedham and/or Boxted. 

Action – David Winter  
6
4 Whitehouse Close

The Council was contacted by the housing association that manages some of the Whitehouse Close properties. They had been offered the above house, which is freehold, to see if they were interested in buying it. They were not interested, but would ideally like to find a potential purchaser who is over 55 and has some connection with Langham. No further action is to be taken.
7
Hanningfield Awards 2009 

These awards have funded various projects, from World Challenge events where young people undertake environmental work in remote parts of the world, to “gap year” students working with underprivileged young people helping them to improve their communities. The awards sponsor applicants aged 16 – 25 years. If there are any potential applicants in the Parish, they should let the Parish Clerk know. Closing date for applications is 19 June 2009. Details are to be put on the Langham website.
Action – Cllr. Stacey
8
Bus Passenger News May/June 2009

Details of changes to local services will be given to the Community Shop.
11
Administrative Matters
The Clerk reported the main activities have been

1. Preparation of the year end accounts and their submission to the internal auditor Mr. Allen. This is several months earlier than last year.
2. Work on the housing and education aspects of the Parish Plan

3. Arrangement for the meeting with Chris Percival on 26th May to hear more about the Homestead consultation document.

4. Meeting with the Shepherd and Dog and correspondence with the Valuation Officer.

5. Cllr. Watson and the Clerk meeting on 20 May with Homa Cherry, the architect, to discuss the schedule for producing the plans for the changes to the Community Centre.

Cllr. Bottwood reported on the meeting regarding the proposed transfer of the Heath Site of Ramsden Hall School to the site of the former Homestead School, Langham. The Clerk was asked to write to support this application and to request the co-operation of the education authority in joint projects such as

1. making a small amount of land available to the Parish Council at the end of School Lane for a school drop off point and other Parish projects

2. the possibility of pupils from the school working on conservation and footpath preservation projects

3. offering the use of the recreation ground and tennis courts if needed.

It was suggested that the name for the new school could include the phrase “The Oaks” as this was an earlier name of the house.

Action – David Winter  
The motion that the 2nd Langham Scout Group was given a £50 donation in recognition of the tremendous work it has done for the village youth in the 50 years of its existence was proposed by Cllr. Stacey and seconded by Cllr. Durlacher, and had unanimous approval.






 Action – David Winter  
12 
Receipts and Payments

A list of receipts (£60) and payments (£2,586) was circulated as part of the financial report. 

13
Next Meeting

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 30th June 2009 at 7.30pm. 
14
Any other urgent business
14.1
Colchester North Station Framework - Emerging Ideas‏
Cllr. Bottwood commented on his visit to this exhibition at the Town Hall, but was very disappointed that there was little on a solution for the problems of traffic around the station. He felt that the concept of reducing traffic by convincing people to use public transport, cycling or walking would have little effect and that converting two of the four traffic lanes, adjacent to the station, into bus lanes would inevitably make matters worse. He felt that the exhibition should probably have been held at or near the station as this traffic issue affected commuters more than most others.
14.2 Community Centre Refurbishments 
Cllr. Durlacher felt that these were going well but there was no likelihood they would cost less than expected.
14.3 Notice Board

Cllr Schofield wanted to make sure the Clerk had his name put on the Committee Room notice board.







Action – David Winter  

14.4 Site Visits
Various site visits were arranged for 1st June 2009.

14.5 Dangerous Dogs at Grove Hill

The Councillors wondered if any news had been received on this matter from either the dog warden or the police. 






Action - Cllr. Garnett
There being no other urgent business, the meeting closed at 10.00 pm.
