Langham Parish Council 
DRAFT
Minutes of the meeting held on 30th April 2009 
1
Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllr. E. Schofield
Chairman

Cllr. C. Garnett
Borough Councillor

Cllr. A. Stacey
Cllr. R. Watson 
Cllr. A. Ellis
Cllr. M. Bottwood 
Also present were Mr. Bob Schofield and Mr. D. Winter, Clerk to the Council 

.

Apologies were received from Cllr. W. Durlacher who was on holiday. 

2
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
3
Minutes of the Meeting held on 31st March 2009
Cllr. Ellis proposed and Cllr. Garnett seconded that the minutes be agreed as accurate. This was accepted unanimously and Cllr. Schofield signed the minutes.
4
Matters Arising from the Meeting of 31st March 2009
	Ref
	Item
	Action By
	Status

	4.1
	Pre-school shed request
The Clerk was asked to contact the planning department to ensure that there would be no planning problems.



	David Winter
	Planning confirmed there should be no problems.

	6.1
	An e-mail concerning this application commenting on the Parish Council’s response has been received from Mr. Kelly. The Clerk was asked to acknowledge receipt of this and to state that it is up to the CBC Planning Officers to approve or refuse the application. If the application is approved, it will be called in for consideration by the full planning committee.
	David Winter


	Done

	6.1
	Powerplus School Farm Buildings

A retrospective planning application has been received. The work CBC has been asked to approve is contrary to all the core planning strategies, and the planers should be reminded that the proposed footpath diversion is a different procedure to the planning application. If the application was not refused, it was felt that it should be called in for the approval of the full planning committee. The planning committee was asked to formulate and circulate a draft response for the Parish Council.
	Cllr. Ellis
	A response has been sent to CBC.

	6.2
	Cllr. Watson was to contact Brian Hindley in Dedham to see how they obtained their Speed Activated Warning Signs.
	Cllr. Watson 
	C/F

	6.3
	The waste from the bonfire had been cleared into bags prior to the arrival of the rubbish freighters at the Community Centre on 25th April. Cllr Durlacher will be on holiday so asked if help could be given to move the bags. The Clerk and Mr. Schofield will help. Cllr Durlacher will also be on holiday for the Annual Parish Meeting on 30th April, so he was asked to leave a report for this meeting.


	Cllr. Durlacher
	Done 



	6.8
	The Clerk was still to arrange the purchase two copies of the definitive footpath map at a scale of 1:1250.
	David Winter
	The master copies were located with Simon Gallup. ECC will shortly be re-issuing the footpath maps so when this is done the Parish Council will obtain new copies.



	7
	Cllr. Durlacher proposed and Cllr. Watson seconded the motion that the Council approve costs of up to £1,000 for the production of plans suitable for obtaining builders’ quotations and associated expenditure, as discussed  at the February 2009 Parish Council meeting. This was agreed unanimously and the Clerk was asked to contact Mr. Cherry. 

	David Winter
	Mr. Cherry has been given the go ahead verbally and a formal written order will follow.

	9.8
	The Clerk is to reply to Mrs Elmer agreeing with her and is to collaborate with Cllr. Watson prior to contacting the Essex County Council Education department to see if improved parking in the section of land at the end of School Lane could be combined with approved drop off points.

	David Winter
	Letter sent to Mrs Elmer. Cllr. Watson and the Clerk are liaising over sending a letter to ECC.

	9.9
	Rob Clark wished to inform the Council about the dog attack at Grove Farm. The Clerk was asked to obtain the incident number so that the police and the dog warden could be contacted by Cllr. Garnett.

	David Winter 
	Rob Clark has been unable to supply the incident number. However, Cllr. Garnett has contacted the dog warden.

	9.12
	Ron Smith had enquired about litter picking in the village. He asked for a note to be put in the newsletter. The Clerk was asked to contact Ron Smith to let him know of our excellent team of litter pickers, and any additional helpers would be provided with the necessary equipment by Cllr. Schofield and would be very welcome.

.
	David Winter
	Done and will join up on their return from holiday.

	9.13
	The Council should lend the unused laptop if it was considered suitable by the Rev Tim Bull, had any confidential data removed from the hard disk, and was insured for loss and damage.
	David Winter

	The laptop is with Rev. Bull to see if it is suitable.

	11
	Receipts and Payments
Once the financial turmoil has died down, the Council should consider putting more money into higher interest bearing accounts.

It was agreed that the Clerk would move excess funds from the current account to the deposit account.


	Cllr. Watson and David Winter
David Winter
	C/F

C/F




5
Correspondence Received 
1
Consultation Document on the Homestead
The letter has been circulated and ECC asked if they would be prepared to send someone to talk to Councillors. ECC will be replying to this, hopefully before the Parish Council meeting. Councillors will be asked for their views on this at the meeting so that the Clerk can reply. The Clerk is to try to arrange a meeting for interested Councillors with Chris Percival in the week commencing 18th May.
Action – David Winter
2
Tendring Local Development Framework

An e-mail has been circulated regarding this. One of Tendring’s proposals is to develop land adjacent to the Crown Interchange to provide 800 homes and 1,300 jobs. In discussions with them, they told the Clerk that they had no specific sites in mind and one of the aims of the consultation process was to allow interested parties to put forward suggestions as to where land might be available. Responses are due by 4pm on 1st May. Councillors have been asked for their comments and CBC is asking for more time to allow Langham to respond. An extra six weeks has been obtained and the planning committee is to formulate and submit its response. Action – Cllr. Ellis
3
CBC Forward Plan of Key decisions 

The latest issue. 

4
Wicksteed
Report on the state of the playground.

5
Calor Village of the Year

Confirmation Langham has not succeeded in moving to the next round.

6
Bus Passenger News - No local alterations 
7
Public Sector Equality Duties.

It is important to continue to meet our obligations under the current race, disability and gender equality duties until new regulations come into force probably in the latter part of 2011. More information is available.

6 
Receipts and Payments
A list of receipts (£11,300) and payments (£1,205) was circulated.
7
Next Meetings
The Annual General Meeting will be on Tuesday 26th May 2009 at Langham Community Centre at 7.30pm. The remaining meetings for the year will be on the last Tuesday of each month except August and December when no meetings are held.
8
Any other urgent business

The inclusion of questions in the Parish Plan relating to the Shepherd and Dog was discussed and a meeting was arranged. 





Action – Cllr. Bottwood
There being no other urgent business, the open meeting closed at 10.45 pm.
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