Langham Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on 27th October 2009
1
Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllr. E. Schofield 
Chairman

Cllr. C. Garnett
Borough Councillor
Cllr. R. Watson
Cllr. A. Ellis
Cllr. A. Stacey
Cllr. M. Bottwood
Also present were Mrs. Kimberley and Mr D. Winter, Clerk to the Council.
Apologies were received from Cllr W. Durlacher.
2
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
3
Minutes of the Meeting held on 29th September 2009
Cllr. Garnett proposed and Cllr. Ellis seconded that the minutes be agreed as accurate. This was accepted unanimously and Cllr. Schofield signed the minutes.
4
Matters Arising from the Meeting of 29th September 2009
	Ref
	Item
	Action By
	Status

	3.3
	Laura Chase agreed that with the site as it is there is no need for a new route for the right of way. This is to be a submission of the Parish Council.
	David Winter
	Submitted a copy of the minutes on 8/10/09.

	3
	Proposed Park and Ride Site between A12, Wick Road, Park Lane and Birchwood Road. There has been a late representation to change this site to an employment zone. CBC’s objections to this remain the same as with the original park and ride proposals, and it is not supported. The Parish Council is to write to ask that this be noted in the documentation.
	David Winter

	Submitted a copy of the minutes on 8/10/09.

.

	7.2.2
	Essex County Council are to be asked to see the bus shelter on the A12 to see if we can demolish it, and to discuss the location of another shelter in Langham opposite the Shepherd & Dog.
	Cllr. Bottwood

 
	See his report

	7.2.3
	Gill Woodman is to be asked if she has the contact details for the owner of the land opposite her house. 

	Cllr. Garnett 
	Done

	7.2.4
	A draft consultation letter regarding the vehicle activated speed sign is to be produced for the residents of Park Lane nearest the proposed site. 
	Cllr. Bottwood


	Done

	7.2.5
	This letter is to be sent as an official communication from the Parish Council
	David Winter
	 Done and distributed 

	7.2.6
	If necessary, a grant application will be made to meet the deadline of 6th November
	Cllr. Bottwood
	Done

	7.3.1
	The recreation ground committee have been investigating the possibility of replacing gate at the western side of the field and at their last meeting, came to the conclusion that the quote for £2,150 prepared by John Shapland be accepted. Cllr. Durlacher proposed and Cllr, Ellis seconded the motion that the Council accepted this quotation, which was agreed unanimously.

. 
	David Winter

	An objection has been received from David Elmer, and as Cllrs Durlacher and Schofield have been on holiday, John Shapland has not yet been contacted.

	7.3.2
	Cllr. Durlacher proposed and Cllr. Ellis seconded the motion that the Council purchase new line marking equipment for £252.50 plus £8 delivery. This was agreed unanimously.
	David Winter

	Ordered 6/10/09 and has arrived

	7.7.2
	Lionel Whitnell and Powerplus Engineering are to be asked if they could try to avoid heavy lorries arriving or departing during school starting and ending times, 8 am to 9.30 am and 2.30 pm to 3.30 pm.
	David Winter

	Letters delivered 13/10/09

	7.7.3
	The school is to be asked to encourage parents to move on as quickly as possible after leaving or collecting their children.


	David Winter

	Letter delivered to the school.

	7
	Cllrs Schofield and Bottwood and David Winter are to try to meet the relevant people at ECC, probably through Chris Percival in the first instance, to discuss progress on obtaining the use of ECC education authority land for parking. 
	David Winter

	Chris Percival was emailed on 23/10/09 to find the correct contact details for this proposed meeting. He has replied and will let us know the outcome of their 23rd November meeting.

	9.5
	The letter from Mr Ravest concerning the drainage problem in School Road circulated should be acknowledged and a copy provided for Lionel Whitnell.
	David Winter

	Letter sent 13/10/09

	9.14
	It was agreed Cllr. Durlacher and Bob Schofield would investigate the cost of rabbit fencing.
	Cllr. Durlacher
	C/F

	9.15
	The Clerk is to contact BT about the possibility of buying the payphone on Dedham Road for £1 and whether or not we could move it.
	David Winter

	BT contacted on 12/10/09 and their reply has been circulated.

	9.16
	The Clerk was to find out the out of hours emergency number and whether or not the fumes from Powerplus are dangerous
	David Winter

	Contacted but no reply as yet.

	13.1
	The Council thought the insert containing Parish Council news was a good idea and this information would be passed to Ian Hollands.
	David Winter

	 Ian Hollands e-mailed on 12/10/09

	13.3
	The Council is to contact the owner of the land on which grew the tree that was blown down on Park Lane. He is to be asked to move this, possibly to the bonfire.
	David Winter

	C/F

	11 of 31/03/09
	Once the financial turmoil has died down, the Council should consider putting more money into higher interest bearing accounts.
	Cllr. Watson and David Winter
	 C/F




5
Residents Questions.

In response to a question concerning draft minutes, Cllr. Garnett proposed and Cllr. Stacey seconded the motion that the shop should be provided with minutes after they have been agreed at the following Council meeting, and that they should before this receive a copy of the abbreviated minutes that are circulated to the local papers. This was approved.
6
Reports to the Council.

6.1

Planning                       

Cllr. Ellis provided a written report for October 2009.
DECISIONS

Application no. 091030 – Land at White House Farm, Langham: 
Approve

Application no. CC/COL/64/09 – The Homestead School, hard playing surface: 









Approve

Application no. 091109 – Claremont, Wick Road: 


Approve

APPEALS

Retrospective Application no. 090409: Change of Use, Land to rear Powerplus Engineering - 







Appeal

If any parishioners have comments to make on this application, they should make these to the Borough Council as soon as possible.

APPLICATIONS AND PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSES

Application no. 091211: Erection of Hay Barn, Broomfield Farm, Boxted

It is possible that this application was sent to Langham in error. However, we are pleased to see applications for sites neighbouring the Langham Parish boundary as they can have visual or other impacts on our parish.

Application nos. 091271; 091273: Apex 12, Site Signs & Totem Signs, Old Ipswich Road

We note that the Apex site is wholly located in Langham but is incorrectly stated as Ardleigh in the planning applications and would suggest that the applicant be so advised. We also note that entrance signs are illuminated (application no. 091271) and designed to switch off at 9.00pm. As these are close to residential properties we trust that the residents have been consulted on this matter. Other than these matters, we see no difficulties with these applications.

6.2 

Roads and Transport
Cllr Bottwood reported on the following subjects
1. Bus shelter opposite the Shepherd and Dog – this is likely to cost £4,280, with a £4,100 grant possibly available. Planning permission is not needed. Highways would do the ground works, and we await their report which checks the location of the utilities where the groundwork would need to be done. Local residents will need to be contacted.
2. A12 bus shelter – we await the decision as to who owns the land, be it Essex County Council Highways or the Highways Authority. When the answer is obtained, we will check the ownership of the bus shelter before deciding on the next course of action.

3. Vehicle Activated Sign on Park Lane – replies from local residents are being received. A grant application of £6,500 has been made but the work would come into the next financial year’s budget. The proposed site may need to be cleared in January/February 2010. After the 3 year warranty period, the Council would have to maintain the sign.
4. Bus timetables – Ian Hollands is to be thanked for his work on these and to be asked if he will provide the Colchester to Ipswich equivalent.

Action – David Winter
.6.3 

Recreation Ground

In the absence of Cllr. Durlacher, Cllr. Schofield asked the other Councillors that where possible, they should help on bonfire night. She also commented that we will be receiving an award for our playing fields at the Essex Playing Field Association AGM on 29th October.
6.4

 General Purposes        
Cllr. Watson reported on the extension to the Community Centre:
1. The pre-school requirements have been identified in more detail and will need revised plans. There have been very positive grant indications, but the implications on the charges the Community Centre could make will have to be discussed.

2. Similar questions may well apply with the Community Shop.

3. The Clerk has applied for a grant towards the cost of obtaining planning permission.

4. It might be sensible to use the services of a quantity surveyor to consider costs as the quotes we have received have been over £200,000, rather more than expected.
6.5 
Housing

Cllr. Garnett reported that Rayners Court was still not on the Housing department’s radar.
6.6  
Community Council    
Cllr. Schofield reported on the previous month’s minutes. It had been mentioned that Ramsden Hall School might like to use the football pitch, but no official request has yet been made. 

6.7

Ward Councillor           

Nothing to report.
6.8 

Footpaths                     
Cllr. Stacey reported he was discussing with Mr. Rix the state of footpaths on his lands to the south of the Parish. 
7
Correspondence received.
1
CBC Forward Plan of Key Decisions

1 November 2009 to 28 February 2010.

2
David Elmer Letter 16/10/2009

This refers to the parking problems in School Road and overhanging trees and hedges, especially on Park Lane. The Clerk is to reply. 

Action – David Winter
3
David Elmer Letter 19/10/2009

This refers to the proposed replacement gate for the recreation ground, which he is against.






 Action – David Winter 
4
 Bus Timetable and Bus Passenger News
The full timetable has been left in the Community Shop.

5
 RCCE Letter

A thank you letter for the hospitality we provided for the RCCE at the end of part of their Essex Way walk.

6
 Email from Ian Hollands concerning the parish newsletter

The first issue will be February 2010, with a copy deadline of 0800 on Monday 18 January. The requirement was for 180 to 200 words. It was decided that the Council meetings will move to the first Tuesday of the month so as to be able to let Ian Hollands have a copy of the summarized Council meeting minutes. These revised dates are to be circulated. 




Action – David Winter
7
Open Morning at Ramsden Hall School

Councillors and parishioners are invited to this open morning on Friday 6 November.

8
Allianz Insurance

As part of our annual audit, it was suggested that we increase our fidelity guarantee insurance. A proposal form has been received.

9
Making the Links

This is the October issue of the EALC/Essex County Council magazine.

10
Mr Gittins telephone conversation

Mr Gittins approached the Council to see if him, Whitnell and Powerplus could make a presentation to the Parish Council regarding their proposals for the School Farm Buildings site, and the land between Wick Road and the A12. The planning subcommittee felt it was not appropriate.
8
Administrative Matters
The Clerk reported that in the last month the major one-off or special activities have been

1. Application for a grant to pay for planning permission for the Community Centre extensions.

2. Meeting and entertaining the RCCE members who were walking the Essex Way.

3. Ordering supplies for bonfire night.

4. Checking with the owners of the house on School Road how they managed to get agreement from the Environment Agency to pipe their ditch.

5.  Meeting the secretary of the pre-school and an Essex County Council Sure Start representative with Cllr. Watson.

6. Parish Plan meeting.

The Clerk was to investigate the likely cost of moving the telephone box on Dedham Road to Council owned land near the Community Centre, and to see if there might be any planning implications. 

Action – David Winter
9 
Receipts and Payments

A list of payments (£427) and receipts (£80) was circulated as part of the financial report.

Elizabeth Ellis is to be thanked for her work in keeping the planters at the American Memorial looking so good.





Action – David Winter
Cllr. Schofield, Ernie Schofield and the Clerk are to inspect the blocked grips on the parish roads and to see when these are likely to be cleared in the Highways programme.
Action – Cllr. Schofield
10
2010/2011 Budgets
A meeting of the finance committee is to be arranged for early November to prepare budget proposals to be presented for the Council’s approval at the November meeting. This will allow the precept to be set. 



Action – David Winter
11
Next Meeting

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 24th November 2009 at 7.30pm. 
12
Any other urgent business
There being no other urgent business, the meeting closed at 9.50 pm.

6

