Langham Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on 6th July  2010
1
Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllr. E. Schofield 
Chairman

Cllr W. Durlacher 
Cllr. C. Garnett 
Borough Councillor
Cllr. A. Ellis
Cllr. A. Stacey 
Cllr. R. Watson
Cllr. M. Bottwood
Also present were Mrs. Kimberley and Mr. D. Winter, Clerk to the Council.
2
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
3
Minutes of the Meeting held on 1st June 2010
Cllr. Ellis proposed and Cllr. Watson seconded that the minutes be agreed as accurate. This was accepted unanimously and Cllr. Schofield signed the minutes.
4
Matters Arising from the Meeting of 1st June 2010
	Ref
	Item
	Action By
	Status

	9.1 of 18th May
	A large barn style residence has replaced a smaller bungalow [Willow Grove], and there is concern that the building may not have complied with all the conditions of the planning permission. The planning subcommittee is to approach the Building Regulations Control department of CBC to ensure the regulations had been complied with.


	Cllr. Ellis
	Building Regulations department visited and confirmed it had been built according to the agreed plans.

	9.2.6 of 18th May
	Bus shelter opposite the Shepherd and Dog – Cllr. Bottwood has drafted a response and this will be sent. 

	David Winter

	Sent

	9.2.7 of 18th May
	Positioning way markers at Runkins Corner is to be raised with Boxted Parish Council to try to agree a joint approach to ECC Highways on safety grounds.
	Cllr. Bottwood

David Winter


	. C/F

	11 of 31/03/09
	Once the financial turmoil has died down, the Council should consider putting more money into higher interest bearing accounts.
	Cllr. Watson and David Winter
	 C/F



	6.1
	It was agreed the clerk would write to Simon Osborn, copy to Geoff Kirby, to ensure we would like the application called in, and to emphasise that the section 106 money is maximised.

	David Winter

	Sent and noted, but it was pointed out that the plans had been rejected.

	7.5
	Cllr. Bottwood had volunteered to be the contact for the broadband project and complete the questionnaire.

	Cllr. Bottwood


	Information provided to Cllr. Bottwood

	11.2
	A letter of thanks is to be sent from the Council to Elizabeth Ellis for circulation to all those engaged in the very successful Langham Open Gardens event.
	David Winter

	Sent

	11.3
	Regarding the problems a resident is having getting his child into the local school, the Rector as vice chairman of the School Governors should be contacted.



	Cllr. Schofield
	The resident was asked to contact the Rector. This has not yet happened and the Rector is no longer a governor.


5
Residents’ Questions

5.1
New Saturday Bus
It was confirmed that this will probably go ahead.
5.2 Langham Lane 30mph Sign

Cllr. Garnett has reported that this is missing three times already.
5.3 Potholes

Cllr. Bottwood suggested that the resident reported problems to him.
5.4 Gypsies on Severalls Lane
Their presence has been reported to the authorities.
5.5 Community Centre Meetings
Cllr. Schofield agreed that meetings with all the club representatives should be held at least four times a year.

6
Reports to the Council.
6.1

Planning                       

Cllr. Ellis provided a written report for the meeting. 
DECISIONS

Application 100669: Gridleys, Chapel Road – Demolition and New Build. Refuse

Application CC/COL/47/10: Ramsden Hall School – Hard Playing Surface. Approve  Conditional

Application 100705: Southfield, School Road – Extensions. Approve Conditional

Application 100706: Land adj. C’est Moi, Birchwood Road. Refuse

Application 100870: Wick Lea, Wick Road – Rear Extension. Approve Conditional

WITHDRAWN APPLICATIONS

Application no.101017: Land adj. to Alefounders Barn

APPEALS

Planning Inspectorate ref. 2114049 – Land to rear of Powerplus Engineering. 
DISMISSED
This decision has been sent to Andrea Copsey for onward transmission to the Inspector. There is no indication when his report will be issued, though it is still anticipated at end of July. The Inspector has not asked for anything relating to Langham.

There has been a new enforcement strategy produced by CBC. Cllr. Ellis is to write about enforcement issues in Langham. 



Action - Cllr. Ellis
APPLICATIONS AND PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSES

Application no. 100856: Primula, Moor Road – Single storey rear extension

No objections.

Application no. 101017: Land adj. to Alefounders Barn

The borough council is reminded that the Parish Council objected strongly to the previous approved application no. 080543 on the grounds that it was back land development against Policy H7, would adversely affect the existing pattern and character of development of both the local area and the village as a whole and would not harmonise with the local distinctiveness. As such we were very concerned that this building would set a precedent for other back land development locally, resulting in planning sprawl. As such it also contravened the principles of the Langham Design Statement, now adopted by the borough council.

The present application sets out plans for a building which is out of character with the neighbouring established and newer properties (which comprise both genuine Georgian and Georgian style properties, 17c. property and Suffolk cottage style property) and is also out of keeping with the Langham vernacular. Although it is stated that the plan is for a 1½ storey building the height of the proposed building scales up to approximately six metres, a significant height for 1½ storeys. The proposed building has a relatively large footprint for the size of site. The site is also visible from a public road.

Accordingly, we register our objection to this application.

Application no. 101161: Lodge Lane

There has been a recent application to extend a building on Lodge Lane. This may be a precursor to further developments. The Council is to check with the Spatial Planning Team to check why Lodge Lane has not been included in the site allocation document.

Action - Cllr. Bottwood

Kiln Wood at Lodge Lane is felt to be the last bit of ancient woodland in Langham. If this is listed as ancient woodland, developers have to have permission to chop anything down. The Council is to check if it is listed.

Action - Cllr. Durlacher
Willow Grove

CBC Building Regulations Control department confirmed that the regulations had been complied with. Cllr. Stacey is to consider drafting a letter to express our concern that the building was out of scale for its site.


Action - Cllr. Stacey
Mr Gittins Public Consultation

 

360 Flyers were distributed and 157 replies have been received (43.6% response). The responses represented the views of over 340 residents. Apart from support for allowing further development at the industrial site at Gun Hill, over 95% of the respondents were against the other proposed developments.

Cllr. Ellis thanked Cllr. Bottwood and his distribution team for all their work on the flyer.
 

Meeting with Karen Syrett on 4/6/10
This was attended by Cllrs. Bottwood, Ellis and Garnett. 
· CBC's position has not changed on the submissions put forward by Edward Gittins & Associates. CBC still believes that it is unlikely that the Inspector will accept significant changes to the Site Submissions Document.

· With regard to the public consultation, the Inspector said that he will indicate whether it is worth doing a public consultation on proposals that have not been subject to proper consultation but as he has said nothing we must assume that Mr Gittins' public consultation is speculative. However, all parties agreed that it would be dangerous to ignore this.

· CBC is still unclear about how the LDF process, in particular Site Allocations, will be integrated into the planning process.

· Edward Gittins & Associates have provided a number of Sustainability Appraisal reports which will be reviewed by CBC.

6.2 

Roads and Transport

Cllr Bottwood provided a written report for the meeting.
 

Meeting with Paul McLean on 9/6/10

This was attended by Cllrs. Bottwood and Ellis.
Paul is the ECC Project Manager for the new A12 junction and the Park & Ride scheme. The new junction is expected to be opened in December 2010, two months early.
 

· Planning application for Park & Ride expected to be put forward at the beginning of July.

· The link to Boxted Road from the Stadium will never be open.

· Decision is still awaited on whether they open Park & Ride car park on match days.

· U-turn traffic travelling north on A12 to junction 29 and coming off to Severalls is expected to disappear when new junction is opened helping relieve congestion at Ardleigh interchange. Likewise southbound traffic heading towards town centre that currently comes off A12 junction 29

· Travel modelling has been done on data and traffic flow to/from centre of Colchester plus car park data.

· Traffic analysis has been done on roads around the junction to see how it will change afterwards. Langham Lane was done as part of this exercise and information was provided. A snapshot on 11/5/10 for 12 hours (07.00-19.00) showed 944 vehicles travelled in a SW direction. Of these 53 were HGVs (5.6%). Paul agreed to work with us on traffic surveys and was supportive in us trying to implement HGV restrictions when the new junction is opened.

· They will be considering Stansted Express stopping at Park & Ride but this is further downstream.

· They are looking at alternatives for alleviating congestion at North Station. Options are adding a bus lane, squeezing one in to existing road space or taking out a lane for buses. A bus lane will be introduced along the Northern Approach Road.

 

CALC Meeting on 14/6/10

This was attended by Cllr. Bottwood.

Tina Dopson & Steve Heath CBC Finance spoke about revenue funding timetable for 2011/12 budget available on 1/9/10. There is currently a consultation period which ends on 23/8/10.

 

Laura Chase CBC Spatial Planning was there to talk about the Colchester North Station Master Plan, part of the LDF. No real timescales have been agreed for implementing this. We got into a discussion about the LDF in general and Mr Gittins proposals came up. There was a distinct lack of knowledge by other Parishes on this matter. Key points that came from the discussion:
· Regional targets for housing abolished.

· No indication that they will get rid of LDF process, Core Strategy or LDF Site Allocations Development Policies.

· Inspector can re-open topics on regional targets.

· 2.200 new homes in Mile End incorporated in the consultation and traffic modelling exercise.

· Issue of car parking costs £5.10/day (NCP) at the station. Car parks are not full creating more traffic due to people being dropped off.

· Some Parishes were very unhappy about traffic increases. The new junction and 2,200 new homes at Mile End were going to have a major impact on North Station in particular.
It was agreed that a working group would be set up by CBC to incorporate the views of the Parish Councils.

 

 

Local Highways Panel Meeting on 21/6/10

This was attended by Cllr. Ellis.

Notes issued for last Council meeting covered this.

 

Speed Review Strategy
There is a new Speed Review Strategy signed off by ECC. This is expected to get full cabinet approval later this month.
· All speed limits on County roads will be reviewed. They are looking for uniformity with the Government's new strategy.

· Highways will decide what needs to be changed for implementation in the new financial year.

· Parish Councils will be notified of any suggested changes following the review of changes. There is nothing that needs to be done by us but it is a good opportunity to put forward our views and Cllr. Bottwood intends doing this for Park Lane in particular.

 

Highways Organisation 
There has been major shake up at County Hall with regard to Senior Management, so Highways are likely to be in a state of flux until October time. Geoff Harris & Ray Smith are both being released.

There are no capital budgets for improvements this year and the programme of works maintenance budget will be £2m.

 

VAS sign in Park Lane
· Site meeting planned for next two weeks depending on the availability of the gentlemen who will clear the vegetation

· Mantons has changed hands. Cllr. Bottwood will draft a letter to the new owners.





 Action - Cllr. Bottwood
 

Bus Shelter

 
Cllrs Schofield and Bottwood will investigate alternative sites. 










 Action - Cllr. Schofield








                Cllr. Bottwood
6.3 
Recreation Ground
Cllr. Durlacher reported that:

· There has been a problem reported with the playground gates swinging back and injuring children. The Clerk will contact Wicksteed about this.






Action – David Winter
· Cllr. Watson proposed and Cllr. Garnett seconded the motion that the amount paid to Charles Hewitt for looking after the football ground should be increased to £220. This was agreed unanimously.

· Essex Playing Fields is to be contacted to arrange for them to visit to discuss proposals for controlling rabbits.


Action – David Winter

· Patrick Doyle is to be contacted to see if he has any comments on controlling rabbits.





Action – Cllr. Durlacher
6.4

 General Purposes        

Cllr. Watson reported that the tenders for work on the proposed Community Centre extension will be opened on 9th July. 

The Shop Committee feel they will be able to resell the existing shop.  
6.5      Housing

Cllr Garnett reported that Rayner’s Court and Hillcrest have been resurrected on the Decent Homes programme which will include rewiring and new kitchens.
6.6  
Community Council    
Cllr Schofield reported nothing more than had been already commented upon. 
6.7

Ward Councillor           

Cllr. Garnett reported that 
· It might be sensible to position a bench opposite his house to make it safer for children waiting for the school bus in the morning. 
Action – David Winter
· ECC and CBC have still not settled queries on land ownership at the proposed permanent gypsy site. Will this be done before planning permission expires?

· Gypsies are now occupying an adjacent field to this site, and the appropriate authorities have been informed.

6.8 

Footpaths     
Cllr. Stacey reported that potatoes are blocking the footpath across the field from the recreation ground to Park Lane. He will be speaking to Mr. Rix about this. 
7
Correspondence received.
1
CBC Forward Plan of Key Decisions

1 July 2010 to 31 October 2010.

2

Bus Passenger News

3
Cory Grant Applications
Confirmation of £10,000 for the Community Shop development, together with the contracts for the payment of the grant, has been received. These will be passed to the Shop.







Action – David Winter
4
Internal Audit

Approval of the accounts is required. Cllr. Durlacher proposed and Cllr. Watson seconded the motion that the accounts should be approved. This was agreed unanimously.
5
EALC
County Update for June – electronic version circulated on 3rd July.

6
Making the Links
July edition from ECC/EALC - an electronic version was circulated on 3rd July.

7
Public Works Loan Board

It was agreed that the finance subcommittee will meet on 26th July to discuss this and report back to the full council. 
8
Grant Funding

It was agreed that the finance subcommittee will meet on 26th July to discuss this and report back to the full council. 
9
Changes in Responsibility to Concessionary Travel Passes 

A consultation process is being run and the parishioners should be asked for their opinions. This will be publicised. . 



Action – David Winter
10
6 Spencer’s Piece

This will become vacant in the next few weeks. The Clerk is to try to find out the procedures that will take place, because it is essential that the new occupant should have some connection with Langham. 


Action – David Winter
11
Gate on the Playground

Complaint received. See 6.3.
12
Parish Council Survey – Street Services

A long questionnaire has been received and distributed by e-mail. Cllr. Stacey offered to investigate this.  





Action – Cllr. Stacey
13
East Essex Area Forum

They have £50,000 to distribute as grants next year. Deadline for submission is 1st October 2010.

14
Bank Mandate

The form for Lettice Dykes needs to be completed.

Action – David Winter
15
Letter from Mr Elmer to Cllr Schofield

Cllr Schofield read this out at the meeting and mentioned her idea of investigating oral history.

16
Letter from Ben Dawson

Thanking the Council for the Lettice Dykes grant for educational purposes.

8 
Administrative matters.

The Clerk reported that the main activities since the 1st June meeting have included

1. Internal audit of the accounts agreed.
2. Lisa Wilson meeting re Community Centre extension, plus a long financial meeting on this subject.

3. East Essex Area Forum at Lawford.

4. Town and Parish Clerks’ meeting, where the grant support was discussed.
9
Receipts and Payments
A list of payments (£2,376) was circulated as part of the financial report. 
10
Next Meeting 
The date of the next meeting will be on Tuesday 7th September 2010, at Langham Community Centre at 7.30pm. Cllr. Durlacher will chair the meeting in the absence of Cllr. Schofield.
11
Any other urgent business
The Clerk is to thank Mrs. Ellis for all the work she has done in keeping the planters around the village looking so lovely.



Action – David Winter
The Clerk is to see if the census group at CBC are interested in talking to several parishes at once, not on a normal parish council day, perhaps in September.
Action – David Winter

There being no further urgent business, the meeting closed at 11.00 pm.

9

