Langham Parish Council 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 1st June  2010
1
Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllr. E. Schofield 
Chairman

Cllr W. Durlacher 
Cllr. C. Garnett 
Borough Councillor
Cllr. A. Ellis
Cllr. A. Stacey 
Cllr. R. Watson
Also present was Mr. D. Winter, Clerk to the Council.
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. M. Bottwood.

2
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
3
Minutes of the Meeting held on 18th May 2010
Cllr. Stacey proposed and Cllr. Durlacher seconded that the minutes be agreed as accurate. This was accepted unanimously and Cllr. Schofield signed the minutes.
4
Matters Arising from the Meeting of 18th May 2010
	Ref
	Item
	Action By
	Status

	9.1
	The Clerk will contact Mark Perkins, the agent, to advise him of the poor state of the building [Gridleys].
	David Winter


	Done

	9.1
	A large barn style residence has replaced a smaller bungalow [Willow Grove], and there is concern that the building may not have complied with all the conditions of the planning permission. The planning subcommittee is to approach the Building Regulations Control department of CBC to ensure the regulations had been complied with.


	Cllr. Ellis
	C/F

	9.2.6
	Bus shelter opposite the Shepherd and Dog – although local residents were visited, we have subsequently had a written complaint from a resident. Cllr. Bottwood will draft a response, but if we cannot change their minds, he will be looking for another site and asked other Councillors for any ideas.

	Cllr. Bottwood


	Draft letter provided and the Clerk is to send this.

	9.2.7
	Positioning way markers at Runkins Corner is to be raised with Boxted Parish Council to try to agree a joint approach to ECC Highways on safety grounds.
	Cllr. Bottwood

David Winter


	 C/F

	11 of 31/03/09
	Once the financial turmoil has died down, the Council should consider putting more money into higher interest bearing accounts.
	Cllr. Watson and David Winter
	 C/F




5
Residents’ Questions

There were no questions.

6
Reports to the Council.
6.1

Planning                       

Cllr. Ellis provided a written report for the meeting.

APPLICATIONS AND PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSES

Application 100706 (Resubmission of 090882) Plot adj. C'est Moi, Birchwood Road

The Parish Council wishes to reiterate its objections as set out for application no. 090882 and consider that the Borough Council’s reasons for refusal remain valid.

Additionally, this proposal states that it is for the erection of a wood and equipment store, but it is also indirectly requesting a change of use of “Farmland” to legitimise an existing unauthorised business operation. This application should have been considered as part of the Site Allocations Submission documentation associated with the Local Development Framework (LDF). Langham Parish Council has made its position clear throughout the process that has led up to the recent publication of the SASD. The process encouraged all local stakeholders to submit their nominations for preferred sites and the public examination was completed by the Government Planning Inspector last month. There should be no scope for including another site at this stage unless it falls within the existing settlement boundary, which is not the case.

Langham already has seven business sites, including two Local Employment Zones. The Parish Council has followed the correct procedures for evaluation of new sites in Langham, as have all stakeholders that are likely to have sites rejected under the new LDF process.

It would set a dangerous precedent if this application were accepted.

 Application 100870 - Wick Lea, Wick Road

Whilst we are not objecting to this application, we should express our concern that this may be considered a case of over-development and rather out of character with neighbouring properties.
Gridleys

This has been demolished prior to planning consent being received, with insufficient notice of demolition being provided, and inadequate site security. CBC is taking legal advice as to their next steps. In the meantime, the planning application has to be considered. Cllr. Garnett suggested that the plans should be looked at in detail in such areas as the building’s height, building materials and proposed storage plans so that when the application is called in, we will be able to address the planning committee in detail. It was agreed the clerk would write to Simon Osborn, copy to Geoff Kirby, to ensure we would like the application called in, and to emphasise that the section 106 money is maximised.





Action – David Winter
Mr Gittins Public Consultation

The next steps are for Cllrs Ellis and Bottwood to meet Eric Creber on Thursday, possibly following this with a Friday afternoon meeting with Karen Syrett and Cllr. Garnett to find out what is needed in the way of opposition to the proposals. It appears that objections to Mr Gittins plans will have to be sent to his company by 6th July at the latest, even if they have previously been sent to the planning inspector.

6.2 

Roads and Transport

Cllr Bottwood provided a written report for the meeting.
Highway Programme East Area Colchester
Indicative budgets for 2010/11
 

Maintenance
1. Birchwood Road, Dedham which was listed in the initial £1 million early start programme has been dropped from the programme list. This is because the strategy placed a stronger emphasis on surface dressing treatments, which unfortunately is an unsuitable method for Birchwood Road but it will remain on the list of schemes to be considered for future maintenance. 

2. The Department for Transport has allocated £2.1 million to Essex County Council intended for pothole and patching work. The Colchester area has been assigned £234,000 of this money which is targeted to help return the network to a condition comparable to that prior to the winter period. 
3. A sum of £333,000 has been identified from the County Council’s Capital programme for surface overhaul / resurfacing work within Colchester. 
4. £5,000 has been identified for replacement of highway trees. It is proposed to consult with the Borough Council’s Arboriculture Officer to draw up a list of sites where trees may have been removed from the highway or areas which could be enhanced with new tree planting.  

Traffic Improvements
1. Unfortunately at the present time no capital monies have been allocated for any of the traffic management schemes previously prioritised by the Local Highway Panel. 
2. A limited amount of revenue money is available which is funding work carried out by the Highway Rangers, and any balance will be set aside to fulfil low monetary value work previously identified and programmed by the Area Office. 

3. A small amount will also be retained to address small improvements such as signing and lining etc which will be identified throughout the year in response to Parish Council requests, letters of complaint from the public etc.

.6.3 

Recreation Ground
Cllr. Durlacher had nothing to report.








6.4

 General Purposes        

Cllr. Watson reported that work on the proposed Community Centre extension is slower than we would like and the tenders will be issued on June 11th. These should be returned by 1st July with work starting 26th July. The aim is to complete the work by 13th December.
6.5      Housing

Cllr Garnett reported that Rayner’s Court has been resurrected on the Decent Homes programme.
6.6  
Community Council    
Cllr Schofield reported that the AGM was held on Thursday 20th May. 
1. The position of commercial manager has been taken by Sue Armstrong. Her responsibilities include promoting the use of the hall, bookings, invoicing and money collection. Her phone number at the hall is 01206 271127, on which there will be an answer phone. The temporary e-mail address is langhamvillagehall@btconnect.com.
2. Roger Hobday will be the premises manager, responsible for the condition of the hall and its maintenance. His phone number is 01206 230918. His e-mail address is hobdaylangham@hotmail.com. 
3. Cllr. Schofield is working with Sarah, the cleaner, from Boxted, until Roger Hobday can take over. They hope to get a second cleaner soon. 

4. Industrial cleaners will be cleaning the hall for four days from 26th July.

6.7

Ward Councillor           

Cllr. Garnett reported that the hopper bus will be returning to Dedham in July.
6.8 

Footpaths     
Cllr. Stacey had nothing to report. 
7
Correspondence received.
1
CBC Forward Plan of Key Decisions

1 June 2010 to 30 September 2010.

2
Bus Passenger News

3
Highways Community Infrastructure Fund

There was confirmation that this source of funds for highways developments will no longer be available. This has been circulated.

4
Cory Grant Application
An application for £10,000 has been successful subject to approval by ENTRUST.
5
EALC
County Update for May – electronic version circulated. There is a request that the Council submits its views on high-speed broadband in the Parish. The general feeling was that the service was inadequate in the area, whichever telephone exchange was used. Cllr. Bottwood had volunteered to be the contact for this project and complete the questionnaire.






Action - Cllr. Bottwood
6
Making the Links
This was the May edition from ECC/EALC which mentions the gypsy site on Severalls Lane. An electronic version has been circulated.

7
NHS North East Essex
Invitation to attend their strategy launch event on 25 June. Cllrs Ellis and Bottwood have expressed an interest in attending. The details have been circulated.

8
Edward Gittins & Associates Consultation
This is a copy of the e-mail which has already been circulated.

8 
Administrative matters.

The Clerk reported no major activities in the two weeks since the May meeting apart from work towards the preparation of the annual accounts.

9
Receipts and Payments
A list of payments (£2,103) and receipts (£6,196) was circulated as part of the financial report. A VAT refund of £6,196 has been received.
10
Next Meeting 
The date of the next meeting will be on Tuesday 6th July 2010, at Langham Community Centre at 7.30pm.

11
Any other urgent business
11.1 Cllr. Garnett reported that we might be asked to help with the 2011 census.
11.2 Cllr. Ellis proposed that a letter of thanks be sent from the Council to Elizabeth Ellis for circulation to all those engaged in the very successful Langham Open Gardens event.

Action – David Winter

11.3 Cllr. Schofield has been approached by Jason Graves who has moved into 1 Rose Cottages, Greyhound Hill. He has been unable to get his 6 year old daughter into the primary school. It was suggested that he assembles all the facts and contacts Cllr. Watson to discuss them. In addition, the Rector as vice chairman of the School Governors should be contacted.






Action - Cllr. Schofield
There being no further urgent business, the meeting closed at 9.20 pm.

3

