Langham Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 18th May 2010
1
Election of Chairman and acceptance of office 
Cllr. Durlacher proposed and Cllr. Garnett seconded the motion that Cllr. Schofield be elected as Chairman. There were no other nominations and this proposal was accepted unanimously.
2
Election of Vice-Chairman 
Cllr. Stacey proposed and Cllr. Bottwood seconded the motion that Cllr. Durlacher be elected as Vice-Chairman. There were no other nominations and this proposal was accepted unanimously.
3
Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllr. E. Schofield 
Chairman

Cllr W. Durlacher 
Cllr. C. Garnett 
Borough Councillor
Cllr. A. Ellis
Cllr. A. Stacey 
Cllr. R. Watson
Cllr. M. Bottwood
Also present was Mr. D. Winter, Clerk to the Council.
4
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
5
Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th April 2010
Cllr. Watson proposed and Cllr. Ellis seconded that the minutes be agreed as accurate. This was accepted unanimously and Cllr. Schofield signed the minutes.
6
Matters Arising from the Meeting of 8th April 2010
	Ref
	Item
	Action By
	Status

	8
	Cllr. Stacey reported that we may need to move our web site to another service provider at the end of June to ensure there is adequate space on the file server. He will keep the Council informed.


	Cllr. Stacey
	Cllr. Stacey will be liaising with John Jones to arrange this.

	6.2.3 of 02/03/10
	Positioning way markers at Runkins Corner is to be raised with Boxted Parish Council to try to agree a joint approach to ECC Highways on safety grounds.
	Cllr. Bottwood

David Winter


	. See section 9.2

	6.3.1 of 02/03/10
	There has been some concern over the cost of exercise machines for more mature people.  However, this was what the proceeds were intended to be used for. Visits are to be arranged to reference sites, perhaps at Wivenhoe
	Cllr. Durlacher

David Winter
 
	 See section 9.3

	6.3.2 of 02/03/10
	Cllr Durlacher is to contact Mrs. Woodley to try to arrange a meeting with her and Bob Schofield to discuss the possible locating of rabbit proof fencing on her boundary. However, as she is expecting a hip replacement operation at the end of March, it might be difficult to arrange a suitable date.


	Cllr. Durlacher


	 See section 9.3

	9 of 02/03/10
	Cllr. Watson is to try to clarify the structure of the various trusts involved in the Community Centre.
	Cllr. Watson

	 See section 9.6

	10.3 of 02/03/10
	The Clerk is to arrange the annual playground inspection.
	David Winter
	Held on 4th May and report received.

	10.5 of 02/03/10
	Contractor Licence for Ordnance Survey Data

The letter has been passed to Cllr. Stacey for comments
	Cllr. Stacey
	Copy of the letter forwarded to Cllr Stacey on 18/05/2010.

	11 of 31/03/09
	Once the financial turmoil has died down, the Council should consider putting more money into higher interest bearing accounts.
	Cllr. Watson and David Winter
	 C/F




7
Residents’ Questions

There were no questions.

8
The Election of Chairmen for Committees and the allocation of Councillor Responsibilities.

8.1 Planning:   

Chairman 
Cllr. Ellis

Others

Cllr. Stacey and Cllr. Bottwood

The Chairman may appoint up to two non-Council members of which Simon Gallup is currently one.
8.2 Roads and transport

Chairman 
Cllr. Bottwood

Others

Cllr. Watson and Cllr. Garnett

The Chairman may appoint up to two non-Council members. 

8.3 Recreation Ground

Chairman 
Cllr. Durlacher

Others

Cllr. Ellis

The Chairman may appoint up to two non-Council members, currently Mr. Bob Schofield and Mr. Charles Hewitt.

8.4 General purposes
Chairman 
Cllr. Watson

Others

Cllr. Stacey

Cllr. Durlacher and Cllr. Schofield will be available on an “ad hoc” basis.

8.5 Housing: Chairman

Chairman 
Cllr. Garnett

Others

Cllr. Schofield

8.6 Community Council    

Cllr Schofield will be the Parish Council representative on this.

8.7 Footpaths                    

Chairman 
Cllr. Stacey

Others

Cllr. Durlacher

8.8 Finance

Chairman 
Cllr. Durlacher

Others

Cllr. Ellis and Cllr. Watson

8.9 Village Development Committee
Chairman 
Cllr. Watson

Other Councillors will be available on an “ad hoc” basis.

9
Reports to the Council.
9.1

Planning                       

Cllr. Ellis provided a written report for May 2010.

DECISIONS

Application 100114: Extension to Langham community centre – APPROVE CONDITIONAL

Application 100191: Avon, Park Lane – Garage conversion/new garage – APPROVE  CONDITIONAL

Application 100259: Jeveck, Chapel Road – Erection of Summerhouse – APPROVE CONDITIONAL

APPLICATIONS AND PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSES

Application 100339: Munsons, Moor Road – Single storey rear extension

The Parish Council has no objections to the above application.

Application 100705: Southfield, School Road – side and rear extensions

No objections.

Application 100669: Gridleys, Chapel Road – Demolition of existing property and replacement detached house with double garage.

The planning sub-committee was surprised to see this application. The present property, a detached thatched clapboard Essex cottage dating from the 17th century, or earlier, is a most picturesque feature of the village, well liked by residents, and was on the cover of the 1986 telephone directory as an attractive rural historic property located at an entrance to Langham. It originally comprised a terrace of three small farm cottages. We would have expected to see a letter from an expert stating with evidence as to why restoration of the property was not possible and consider that this case should be referred as a matter of urgency to the borough conservation officer and to English Heritage. Whilst we understand that it is not currently nationally listed, it would certainly fulfil the criteria for Grade 2 and for local listing currently being undertaken in the Colchester urban area.

The proposed new build property is somewhat eclectic in style and, together with the garage, has a square footage appropriate to a large 5-bedroom property.

Accordingly, the Parish Council registers its strong objection to this application.

Application CC/COL/47/10: Ramsden Hall School – Construction of new hard playing surface.

This application stems from earlier discussions and agreements with representatives of the school, ECC planning, Hornestreetfield Trust, the contractors, contractors agents and Langham Parish Council. It proposes to change the earlier proposed location of the surface to a minimum of seven metres further to the south of the boundary with Hornestreetfield, which is a conservation area.

We note that it was incorrectly stated in a report of the ecological survey undertaken by Atkins ref. 5083803.1595.101 that “there are no designated sites of nature conservation importance within the site or within 1 km of it”. Hornestreetfield has been an established conservation site over many years and forms part of the Langham Village Design Statement which has been adopted by Colchester Borough Council. This report may have been the basis for the difficulties which have arisen over these applications.

Should the present application be in accordance with the earlier meeting and agreements reached, we have no objections.
Gridleys
Cllr Ellis and others accompanied Andrew Rudge from CBC around the village on 14th May  to see Gridley’s and other buildings that should possibly be listed. The Clerk will contact Mark Perkins, the agent, to advise him of the poor state of the building.

Action – David Winter
Unlisted Buildings of Merit

Donna Martin of English Heritage will be pleased to receive details of those buildings the Council feels should be listed. Cllr. Ellis will use his planning sub-committee, with any co-opted members he wishes, to prepare submissions to English Heritage.

Willow Grove, Grove Hill
A large barn style residence has replaced a smaller bungalow, and there is concern that the building may not have complied with all the conditions of the planning permission. The planning subcommittee is to approach the Building Regulations Control department of CBC to ensure the regulations had been complied with.

Action – Cllr. Ellis
9.2 

Roads and Transport

Cllr Bottwood reported on the following subjects

1. At the CIF Highways meeting on 17th May, the Councillor was successful in obtaining a grant for the vehicle activated sign (VAS) for Park Lane. The hedging will need to be cleared before work can commence.

2. It is with regret that the number of volunteers to run Speedwatch is now below the level required, and therefore the speed gun will be returned to the police. The arrival of the VAS may remove some of the benefit of Speedwatch.

3. A new Saturday bus service (route 87) to Colchester at about 10am and from Colchester at 2pm has been approved. During the week, a new 87A service is being investigated. This would leave Langham for Colchester at about 5pm, and return from Colchester at 5.50pm.

4. At some point in future, the Councillor may look at the possibility of route 93 to and from Ipswich to come into Langham on one or more of its services. However, this could add quite a lot of time for people already using the service.
5. The reflectors at Whalebone corner on Dedham Road are likely to be replaced when planned road works take place. Cllr. Durlacher raised the concern of a local resident that the speed along this road was often excessive. If the opportunity arose to consider a reduced speed limit along this road, the Councillor would like to take advantage of it.

6. Bus shelter opposite the Shepherd and Dog – although local residents were visited, we have subsequently had a written complaint from a resident. Cllr. Bottwood will draft a response, but if we cannot change their minds, he will be looking for another site and asked other Councillors for any ideas.
Action – Cllr. Bottwood
7. Positioning way markers at Runkins Corner is to be raised with Boxted Parish Council to try to agree a joint approach to ECC Highways on safety grounds. 





Action – Cllr. Bottwood
    David Winter
8. Cllr. Bottwood has started the survey of heavy goods vehicles in the parish and will be liaising with Essex County Council on this matter in relation to the Cuckoo Farm A12 junction and the park and ride proposals.
.9.3 

Recreation Ground
Cllr. Durlacher reported on the following subjects 

1 Exercise machines for more mature people will not be able to be positioned until the Community Centre extension has been completed. Wivenhoe are happy for us to look at their machine but are expecting to acquire another soon. Cllr. Durlacher felt that perhaps we should wait until later this year.

  
2 Cllr Durlacher has not been able to contact Mrs. Woodley because of her hip replacement operation. Bob Schofield has seen an alternative form of rabbit proof fencing. This will be considered, probably after the Community Centre extension has been completed.
3 The Wicksteed report concerning safety in the playground shows that there is no urgent work to be done this year.

4 The new recreation ground gate has been ordered but will not be installed until the Community Centre extension has been completed.

5 Bonfire night will be Saturday 6th November. The contractors working on the Community Centre extension will have to ensure any fencing is removed so that the recreation ground can be used for car parking.








9.4

 General Purposes        

Cllr. Watson reported that work on the proposed Community Centre extension is slower than we would like and the tenders have not yet been issued. This is largely because we have had to revisit certain architectural items such as the need to re-site the electrical input to the building.
9.5       Housing

Cllr Garnett reported that one house has been updated. This still leaves Rayner’s Court.
9.6  
Community Council    
Cllr Schofield reported that the AGM is on Thursday 20th May and interviews took place last night for the new positions of commercial manager and premises manager. Cllr. Watson explained the structure of the various trusts involved in the Community Centre. The original deed setting up the charity called Langham Village Hall was dated 1978. The Parish Council is the Custodian Trustee. They hold the assets, including the building and any surplus cash from the sale of the old village hall site, but do not control their use. The committee forms the management trustees. It consists of 5 elected members and 11 representative members. The representatives need to be updated with the Charity Commissioners. At the first meeting following the AGM, the committee elects the chairman and may elect a vice-chairman. A quorum for the meetings should be at least one third of the committee.
9.7

Ward Councillor           

There was nothing to report. Following a question concerning the travellers’ site on Severalls Lane, he explained that Essex County Council can go to tender if they wish, but  the legal arrangements for using the land have not yet been finalised. However, if everything was agreed, work could start very quickly.
9.8 

Footpaths     
Cllr. Stacey reported that the footpath through the field between the recreation ground and Park Lane has not yet been re-instated, but agricultural work was still in progress.
10
Correspondence received.
1
CBC Forward Plan of Key Decisions

1 May 2010 to 31 August 2010.

2
Bus Passenger News

3
HM Revenue & Customs

Correspondence regarding the disallowance of the bonfire night element of our current VAT claim. This has been circulated.

4
Wicksteed Safety Inspection of Playground Equipment 2010
A scanned copy of their report is attached. Low risk items are safe for use and require monitoring as part of our regular inspection procedures. Medium risk items require appropriate action within resources and individual site assessment. The equipment should be safe for use but we must consider this in relation to our detailed knowledge of the site.

5
EALC
County Update for May.

6
Making the Links
April edition from ECC/EALC. An electronic version is available.

7
Common Ground

CBC’s newsletter- issue 18. 

8
Experimental Traffic Regulation Order, United Way Bus Gate

Extension of the barrier for a maximum of 18 months until cameras are installed.

9
Footpath 52 – definitive map modification.

10
Proposed Bus Shelter Moor Road – objection from the Kennedy Household.

Already circulated.

11
Essex Playing Fields

Newsletter and entry for the best kept playing field.

12
Dedham Vale AONB & Stour Valley Project

Walk details.

13
River Stour Trust

Journal and notice of AGM.

14
CPRE

Spring newsletter and members’ guide 2010 which shows discounted entry to over 200 properties.

15
2nd Langham Scout Group

A thank you letter for the bonfire donation we made to them.
16
ECC Love Where You Live

Letter re litter clean up week 7 – 14 June.

11 
Administrative matters.

The Clerk reported that activities in April and May included

· Attendance at the Town and Parish Clerks’ meeting on 29th April. The police spoke about current crime levels. Detection rates are about 30%.

· Further correspondence with HM Revenue and Customs over the latest VAT claim. They have disallowed our claims for VAT repayment on the costs of bonfire night, about £1,000, but will allow claims for about £6,000.

· An attempt to claim a grant from Essex Environment Trust, which was unsuccessful.

· Boxted’s annual parish meeting on May 12th, with Cllrs Schofield, Ellis and Bottwood to hear and question Essex County Council’s planners regarding the new junction at Cuckoo Farm on the A12.

· A meeting with Andrew Rudge attended by Cllrs Schofield, Ellis and Bottwood to discuss Gridley’s and other potentially listable buildings in Langham.

12
Receipts and Payments
A list of payments (£2,818) and receipts (£10,312) was circulated as part of the financial report. The £20,000 committed by the Parish Council to the extension of the Community Centre would, if needed, be spent by the end of the financial year.
13
Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 1st June 2010 at Langham Community Centre at 7.30pm in the committee room. 
14
Any other urgent business
Cllr. Ellis reminded everyone of the Langham Open Gardens weekend on Sunday and Monday 30/31 May. The new feature of displays by local organisations has been extremely well supported with 15 exhibits promised.

There being no other urgent business, the meeting closed at 9.50 pm.

1

