Langham Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd February 2010
1
Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllr. E. Schofield 
Chairman

Cllr. C. Garnett
Borough Councillor
Cllr. A. Ellis
Cllr. A. Stacey
Cllr. M. Bottwood
Also present were four members of the public and Mr. D. Winter, Clerk to the Council.
Apologies were received from Cllr W. Durlacher and Cllr. R. Watson.

2
Declarations of Interest
There were no  declarations of interest.
3
Minutes of the Meeting held on 5th January 2010
Cllr. Ellis proposed and Cllr. Bottwood seconded that the minutes be agreed as accurate. This was accepted unanimously and Cllr. Schofield signed the minutes.
4
Matters Arising from the Meeting of 5th January 2010
	Ref
	Item
	Action By
	Status

	5.2
	The poor state of the footway from the Community Centre to School Farm Buildings was reported and the Council will write to the Highways Authority asking for an urgent inspection as the footway may be dangerous.
	David Winter


	Geoff Harris was e-mailed on 6th January and a reminder sent later in the month. They have replied and propose only to keep a watching brief.

	6.2.2
	Vehicle Activated Sign on Park Lane – a further letter will be sent to the ten households explaining the next steps, and the reasoning behind the siting decisions.

	Cllr. Bottwood

David Winter


	Letter distributed on 30/01/2010

.

	6.2.5
	The replacement of fibreglass reflectors at Whalebone Corner is to be investigated.
	Cllr. Bottwood

 
	 See roads and transport report

	6.3.2
	The proceeds from the evening are to go towards. Quotes and opportunities for grants for exercise machines for more mature people are to be investigated after Bob Schofield has confirmed the two items of equipment to be purchased. 
	David Winter


	Quotations have been obtained and will be presented to the Parish Council.

	6.3.2
	The cost of rabbit proof fencing will depend on what the Council is allowed to do with the ditch. The Environment Agency is to be contacted for an on-site meeting.
	David Winter


	See recreation ground report.

	6.4
	Cllr. Garnett will look into the mechanisms of an extraordinary precept in case it was needed.
	Cllr. Garnett


	 No action proposed

	6.7.1
	He will investigate the costs of obtaining gritting bins for the Community Centre/Shop
	Cllr. Garnett


	 No action proposed

	6.7.2
	EDF should be congratulated for all their work re-instating electrical supplies during the recent spell of bad weather.
	David Winter
	Letter e-mailed 06/01/2010

	6.8.2
	The Clerk will reply to ECC’s requests for comments on footpath 52 by the Ramada Hotel.
	David Winter


	Response e-mailed on 06/01/2010. 

	7.7
	Cllr. Ellis will make some general comments on the e-mail from Laura Chase on Rural Affordable Housing.
	Cllr Ellis
	Done and sent to Laura Chase.

	11 of 31/03/09
	Once the financial turmoil has died down, the Council should consider putting more money into higher interest bearing accounts.
	Cllr. Watson and David Winter
	 C/F




5
Residents Questions.
5.1
Dog Problem on Langham Lane

It was suggested that the resident affected should contact the dog warden at CBC the next time there was a problem.

5.2
Potholes on School Road and Moor Road
These have been reported by a resident directly to the ECC Highways department on-line.

5.3
Birchwood Road Repair Works

Cllr. Garnett informed the public that this work was to strengthen the bridge after it had been hit by a lorry on the A12.

5.4
Missing National Speed Limit Signs 

The Council has been informed and we expect them to be replaced shortly.

5.5
Emergency Plans

Following the recent fatal accident on the A12 caused by a driver on the wrong side of the carriageway, a resident wanted to be assured we had an emergency plan. The Chairman was happy to re-assure the resident.

6
Reports to the Council.

6.1

Planning                       

Cllr. Ellis provided a written report for February 2010.
DECISIONS

Application 091470: Sundew House, Moor Road – Extension – Approve Conditional

Application 091441: The Cottage, Moor Road – Change of Use to garden – Approve Conditional
APPEALS

Notice of Appeal: Turnpike Close

From Cllr. Garnett:

You may not have received the following Notice of Appeal.  However, my responses to the Inspector will be along the lines that a Planning Application for this extension was refused and a major cleaning up of the site was conditional on Agrimix's extension on their present site.  I would support the Council's refusal if only because the footpath crosses the site towards the Ardleigh Reservoir.  We discussed this at length at our January PC meeting. 
APPLICATIONS AND PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSES

Application 091646: Newpark House, Park Lane – Extension

Although we have some concern that this may be a case of over-development, we have no objections to the application.

Cllr. Ellis also reported that the plans for the extension to the Community Centre had been received and he would be submitting his comments.

Cllrs Ellis and Bottwood attended the LDF Committee Meeting on 1st February 2010, for which they were thanked. CBC will resist any proposals not in the site allocation document. Once the minutes of the meeting are available, the relevant section will be put in the village news and on the web site. Parishioners who have any comments on the late submissions to the planners are urged to write to the CBC planning department. Cllr. Ellis will send a copy of our statement to the clerk to the LDF Committee, a Mrs. Val Partridge. 



Action – Cllr. Ellis
6.2 

Roads and Transport
Cllr Bottwood reported on the following subjects
1 Bus shelter opposite the Shepherd and Dog – a £4,700 grant has been approved. This covers all but £80 of the cost. There will be a site meeting on 10 February 2010 at 2pm with ECC to look at alternative possibilities for the location, and then these will be discussed with local residents.

2 Vehicle Activated Sign on Park Lane – a further letter has been sent to the ten households explaining the next steps, and the reasoning behind the siting decisions. David Isted will be asked to cut the hedge when the installation date is known.

3 Cllr. Stacey proposed and Cllr. Ellis seconded the motion that the Council should conduct a survey of heavy goods vehicles in the parish. This was carried unanimously, and two residents, Mrs Kirby and Mrs Woodman, volunteered to help.



Action – Cllr. Bottwood
4 Terry Knights will be looking into the flooding outside School Farm Buildings but has not yet responded to enquiries concerning this. Cllr. Garnett will make enquiries.        



Action – Cllr. Garnett 
5 The replacement of fibreglass way marker reflectors at Whalebone Corner was reported but as yet there has been no reply from Geoff Harris.

 




Action – Cllr. Bottwood
.6.3 

Recreation Ground
The following subjects were discussed
1 The proceeds from the evening are to go towards. A quote of £4,920.75, £747 more than the profit made on the bonfire night, has been received. The sales manager is to be asked to meet Cllr. Durlacher and other members of the recreation ground committee to try to reduce this. 
Action – David Winter

2 The cost of rabbit proof fencing will depend on what the Council is allowed to do with the ditch. The Environment Agency is to be contacted for an on-site meeting once Cllr Durlacher returns from holiday.
Action – David Winter
6.4

 General Purposes        
Cllr. Watson provided a written report for February 2010 which Cllr Schofield read out.

1. The Community Council approved the plans for the new extension to the Community Centre at their meeting on 21 Jan. There were some questions about the plans (as circulated) and issues which related to them (such as the heating system) as well as questions about things which were not to be done (the expansion of the club room) but in the end the vote was unanimously in favour. The Community Council also decided (I understand) to incorporate, something SureStart recommend to avoid any personal liability.

2. The Parish Council’s willingness to contribute up to £20,000 to the cost of the project was noted, together with its willingness to make available land adjoining the Pre-School for a Free Flow play area.

3. As a result, I submitted the application for a SureStart grant on 22 Jan. and it has been acknowledged. The panel will meet on 23 Feb. and we shall know the outcome shortly thereafter.

4. The shop are confident that they have been awarded a grant from the Plunkett Trust of £20k, together with a loan facility for the same amount, provided they can match that with £20k of their own. John Jones, the shop Treasurer has asked the Community Council, the Pre-School and the Parish Council to contribute £5k each to demonstrate commitment. The CC has apparently agreed; the Pre-school have agreed in principle, but may not be able to afford the full £5k and prefer £3k. I suggest that we confirm our willingness to do so (out of the £20k we have already agreed to make available) and to make up the Pre-School’s deficit, if it proves necessary. This will enable the shop to go ahead with Plunkett. 

5. On the assumption that SureStart give the full grant asked for, the shop will be the only element unfunded. However, the estimated cost of the shop is £91k, before fees of 12%, giving a total of £104k. This assumes no VAT on the build cost, but includes VAT on professional fees. The Parish Clerk has applied for grants totalling £45k. If we received these in full, there should be no need for further contributions. However, if SureStart do not agree to fund the entrance in full, we should need a maximum of another £30,300. Similarly, if we do not get the grants asked for, we shall have to look for other sources. David is already pursuing further grants, but until the grant and VAT positions are clarified, we are still a long way from fully funding everything. I know that this sounds pessimistic, and it is certainly a worst case scenario: hopefully, the quotes we get will be below estimate. However, for the immediate future, I think that we should put all our efforts into identifying other sources of grants.
6. I have now received confirmation from HMRC that the new building will not be zero rated. Although there are grounds for challenging their decision, I do not think we should do so. SureStart have confirmed that they will pay VAT inclusive amounts if we are successful. As for the rest, there is a choice of ways to recover the VAT. 
7. The shop is registered for VAT and so would be entitled to recover the VAT anyway. However, the timing could be an issue and seriously affect their cash flow. I have talked to John Jones about this and he is looking at the issue.
8. As for the new entrance, we could contract for that as the Parish Council and then gift it to the Community Council. We could do the same with the shop, except that they have already got a grant and loan in their own name. I do not think this is insuperable, but what may be more difficult is that we would be making a very large repayment claim if we dealt with the lot. 
It was agreed that the Clerk would apply immediately for the £100,000 CIF replacement grant outlined by CLLR. Garnett approaching Jane Gardener. Action – David Winter
6.5 Housing
Cllr Garnett reported that

1. Refurbishment of the Swedish House on Wick Road has restarted.

2. When the new housing budgets are known in April, he would investigate the possibility of funds for Rayners Court.
6.6  
Community Council    
Cllr Schofield reported that
1. There will be new hiring charges from 1st April of 10%, the first rise for three years.

2. She expects that the new management committee will meet again in early February following Ron Smith’s return.

6.7

Ward Councillor           

Cllr Garnett reported that 
1. He intends to pursue the possibility of a 40mph limit on Park Lane between the 30mph zones, possibly together with “unsuitable for heavy vehicle” signs.

2. He reminded the Council that the A12 junction at Cuckoo Farm has started, and this might take away some of the traffic through Langham from Severalls.
6.8 

Footpaths     
Cllr. Stacey reported that

1. He will be meeting a representative of the Parish Paths Partnership to see if we might be able to take advantage of money to help replace stiles, and for help with footpath publication costs.
2. He awaits a report of the Friends of the Flitch Way of their walk through Langham.

7
Correspondence received.
1
CBC Forward Plan of Key Decisions

1 February 2010 to 31 May 2010.

2
David Elmer Letters 29 and 30/01/2010

These refer to state of listed buildings in Langham and a hedge which was blocking the road on Grove Hill, and the poor state of the road of Grove Hill. Copies have been scanned and circulated. The Clerk will reply. 

Action – David Winter
3
Bus Passenger News

4
Parish Path Partnership
Several letters have been received and passed to Cllr. Stacey for his comments.

5
Consultation Document Regarding the enlargement of Queen Boudica Primary School.

An e-mail concerning this document was circulated on 26 January 2010. Councillors are asked if we should agree with its expansion, disagree with it, and why, or take no action. The Clerk will reply with no objections.

Action – David Winter
6
Discovering Places Cultural Olympiad Project

An e-mail was circulated on 26 January 2010. Councillors are asked if they would like to become involved with this project.

7
Ian Sutherland e-mail 15th January 2010 

Ian Sutherland circulated an e-mail expressing his concerns at the Community Centre developments. I responded to him (copy circulated) and despite seeing him several times since the reply, I have not heard that he is unhappy with the outcome.

8
EALC County Update

9
Correspondence re 4 Spencer’s Piece

The letter sent by the Clerk has been circulated together with the response from Colne Valley Housing.

8
Administrative Matters
In the last four weeks the major one-off or special activities have been

1. Continuing substantial work on the proposed extensions to the Community Centre.

2. Submission of the precept request to CBC.

3. Involvement in Colne Valley Housing’s dispute with the tenant of 4 Spencer’s Piece.

4. East Essex Area Forum on 27 January.

In addition, Cllrs Schofield and Bottwood attended an Emergency Planning meeting at Marks Tey, which was interesting but not very relevant.
9 
Receipts and Payments

A list of payments (£2,034) and receipts (£423) was circulated as part of the financial report. 
10
Next Meeting

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 2nd March 2010 at 7.30pm.  
11
Any other urgent business
There being no other urgent business, the open meeting closed at 8.45 pm.
The following items were discussed outside the meeting

e-mail from John Jones – Community Council Structure
It was agreed that Cllr. Schofield would ask Alan Cadman, Ron Smith and John Jones about the possibility of a discussion of how they see the way forward with certain Councillors. Cllr Stacey expressed a willingness to be involved as did Cllr. Schofield. Cllr. Bottwood was concerned about getting too involved bearing in mind his other commitments, but would be prepared to comment. It was also thought Cllr. Watson might need to be involved. 
4 Spencer’s Piece – update 

The Chairman and Clerk have been involved in investigating the claim Colne Valley Housing has against the tenant. It is very difficult to find out where the truth lies, and the tenant has been asked to check whether or not it is possible that her children were at school at the time they were supposed to have damaged the connecting fence.

3

