Langham Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on 5th January 2010
1
Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Cllr. E. Schofield 
Chairman

Cllr W. Durlacher
Cllr. C. Garnett
Borough Councillor
Cllr. R. Watson
Cllr. A. Ellis
Cllr. A. Stacey
Cllr. M. Bottwood
Also present were 13 members of the public and Mr. D. Winter, Clerk to the Council.
Apologies were received from Mrs Kimberley.

2
Declarations of Interest
Cllr. Garnett, as a member of the Local Development Framework panel declared an interest as regards item 5.1. There were no other declarations of interest.
3
Minutes of the Meeting held on 24th November 2009
Cllr. Durlacher proposed and Cllr. Watson seconded that the minutes be agreed as accurate. This was accepted unanimously and Cllr. Schofield signed the minutes.
4
Matters Arising from the Meeting of 24th November 2009
	Ref
	Item
	Action By
	Status

	5.2
	The Hornestreet Field Trust’s concern over the proposed hard playing area was discussed. The Parish Council agreed to write to the Chief Executive of Essex County Council, copies to Essex County Council’s planning and education authority departments, asking for a proper response not a holding letter. The main thrust of the letter would be to ask for the location of the hard play area to be relocated. In addition, we would suggest that the planning consent was ineffective because proper notification had not been given because the planning notification was in the wrong place. It would also be good to get the backing of the Ramsden Hall School to ask for a re-siting of the hard play area.
	Cllr. Ellis
	A letter has been sent.

	6.2.2
	A12 bus shelter – this is owned by the Highways Authority and will be removed from the Council’s asset list and insurance.
	David Winter

	Done

.

	6.2.3
	Vehicle Activated Sign on Park Lane – replies from nine of the ten local residents contacted have been received. The only person making a negative response will be contacted.
	David Winter
 
	Contacted but did not seem at this time to be concerned. They will be given another opportunity to respond to the next letter.

	6.2.3
	A further letter will be sent to the ten households explaining the next steps, and the reasoning behind the siting decisions.

	Cllr. Bottwood

David Winter

	See 6.2

	6.3.2
	The proceeds from the evening are to go towards exercise machines for more mature people. Quotes and opportunities for grants are to be investigated.


	David Winter

	See 6.3

	6.3.3
	The cost of rabbit proof fencing will depend on what the Council is allowed to do with the ditch. The Environment Agency is to be contacted for an on-site meeting.
	David Winter

	See 6.3

	7.2
	David Elmer Letter 21/11/2009

This referred to the state of listed buildings in Langham. A copy has been scanned and circulated.
	David Winter

	Replied to.

	7.4
	4 Spencer’s Piece
The tenant Ms. Gilmour asked the Chairman to help if possible with a query regarding repairs, and a letter has been sent to Colne Housing Society. Cllr. Schofield was to give benefit details to Cllr. Garnett in case help might be forthcoming on rubbish removal.
	Cllr. Schofield
	Done

	8
	A draft letter to the Community Council regarding the gifts to them is to be prepared for approval by the Parish Council.
	David Winter
	Done and approved and sent.

	10
	The Clerk is to investigate BT’s timetable for closing the telephone box on Dedham Road and what will happen if the Council do not purchase it?


	David Winter

	Decisions were requested by BT for 2 January. On the advice of CBC, BT was asked to keep the kiosk open as it is now working. If the Council does not want the kiosk, BT would remove it and sell it privately.

	11 of 31/03/09
	Once the financial turmoil has died down, the Council should consider putting more money into higher interest bearing accounts.
	Cllr. Watson and David Winter
	 C/F




5
Residents Questions.
5.1 Following the 30th November Powerplus Engineering Ltd and The Whitnell Group meeting in The Langham Community Centre, setting out their proposals to relocate all the commercial firms based at School Road Farm Buildings to a new Local Employment Zone west of the A12 and east of Wick Road with new village housing and open space off School Road, Mr. Ian Sutherland asked the Langham Parish Council to spell out their attitude to the proposals and the action an individual resident should take whether he/she is for our against the proposals. Cllr. Bottwood explained the Local Development Framework (LDF) portfolio of documents and the planning timetable. It was also made clear that neither the CBC Spatial Planning group nor Langham PC supported the proposals. Handouts were provided that gave an update on the current situation and points to consider for raising objections to the proposals. Mr Sutherland thanked the PC on behalf of the residents. The Parish Council will be holding a meeting on 23rd January from 10.00 am to 11.30 am to finalise a letter from the Parish Council to the Inspector. Members of the public are invited to attend. It was suggested that members of the public could attend the LDF panel meeting on 1st February (and further monthly meetings) at 6 pm in the Town Hall and speak for 3 minutes on the proposals. Individual letters are worth sending to the inspector as the more letters there are the more likely it is that the Inspector will read them. As more information comes available, the Council will try to add this to the Langham website. Cllr. Schofield asked if any of the members of the public present supported the proposals. No-one did.
5.2 The poor state of the footway from the Community Centre to School Farm Buildings was reported and the Council will write to the Highways Authority asking for an urgent inspection as the footway may be dangerous.

Action – David Winter

5.3 The status of the planning application for the proposed logging business on Birchwood Road was enquired upon and it was confirmed this application had been refused.
6
Reports to the Council.

6.1

Planning                       

Cllr. Ellis provided a written report for January 2010..
DECISIONS

Application 091273: Apex 12, Site Sign, Old Ipswich Road – refused

Application 091397: Applewoods, School Road – Extension – approve conditional
WITHDRAWN APPLICATIONS

Application 091415: Southfield, School Road - Extension
6.2 

Roads and Transport
Cllr Bottwood reported on the following subjects
1 Bus shelter opposite the Shepherd and Dog – a grant has been applied for. 

2 Vehicle Activated Sign on Park Lane – a further letter will be sent to the ten households explaining the next steps, and the reasoning behind the siting decisions.





Action – Cllr. Bottwood
       David Winter
3 On 26th November at 2.30 pm Ray Smith of ECC Highways, and various Councillors and members of the public met to discuss the parking problems in School Road. Ray Smith would not concede there was a problem.

4 Terry Knights will be looking into the flooding outside School Farm Buildings.

5 The replacement of fibreglass reflectors at Whalebone Corner is to be investigated. 




Action – Cllr. Bottwood
.6.3 

Recreation Ground
Cllr Durlacher reported on the following subjects

1 The proceeds from the evening are to go towards. Quotes and opportunities for grants for exercise machines for more mature people are to be investigated after Bob Schofield has confirmed the two items of equipment to be purchased. 
Action – David Winter

2 The cost of rabbit proof fencing will depend on what the Council is allowed to do with the ditch. The Environment Agency is to be contacted for an on-site meeting.





Action – David Winter
6.4

 General Purposes        
Cllr. Watson gave a presentation on the extension to the Community Centre.  In discussion, it was stated that the container housing the shop had cost about £34,000 when new. Cllr. Garnett proposed and Cllr. Durlacher seconded the motion that a grant of up to £20,000 should be made available for the work involved, subject to a proper audit of our resources and to the necessity for it, bearing in mind the investigation of grants available. This was agreed unanimously. Cllr. Garnett will look into the mechanisms of an extraordinary precept in case it was needed. Action – Cllr. Garnett
Cllr. Durlacher proposed and Cllr. Garnett seconded the motion that the Parish Council should allow a free flow play area in front of the pre-school extension. However, a footpath would be built next to the building which could be closed off when children were using the play area. This was agreed unanimously.
6.5 Housing
Cllr Garnett reported that because of the bad weather, the renovation of the Scandinavian style house on Wick Road has been delayed.

6.6  
Community Council    
Cllr Schofield had nothing to add to what had already been reported.
6.7

Ward Councillor           

Cllr Garnett reported on the following subjects 

1 He will investigate the costs of obtaining gritting bins for the Community Centre/Shop 




Action – Cllr. Garnett
2 EDF should be congratulated for all their work re-instating electrical supplies during the recent spell of bad weather. 

Action – David Winter
6.8 

Footpaths     
Cllr. Stacey reported that

1. Mr. Rix has agreed to a permissive arrangement by which residents may walk along the field side to the north of Park Lane. This will then give access to the footpath which goes from Park Lane to School Road

2. The Clerk will reply to ECC’s requests for comments on footpath 52 by the Ramada Hotel.


  

 Action – David Winter
7
Correspondence received.
1
CBC Forward Plan of Key Decisions

1 January 2010 to 30 April 2010.

2
David Elmer Letter 21/11/2009

This refers to state of listed buildings in Langham. A copy has been scanned and circulated. He will be informed of any information received from ECC.
3
Bus Passenger News

4
East Essex Area Forum
We have received a letter confirming our success in obtaining a £3,000 grant towards the planning costs of the proposed extension to the Community Centre.

5
Fieldwork.

The magazine of the CPRE  

6
Audit Commission

This was a letter advising the Council of the appointment of a new external auditor, a Wayne Rickard.
7
E-mail from Laura Chase on Rural Affordable Housing

Cllr. Ellis will make some general comments on this.
   
Action – Cllr. Ellis
8
Administrative Matters
In the last six weeks the major one-off or special activities have been

1. The largest single project was work on the proposed extensions to the Community Centre, specifically grant applications for this.

2. The Town and Parish Clerks’ meeting at the Town Hall. CBC are very keen that as many people as possible reply to their questionnaire concerning possible changes to the waste collection system. Allotments were also discussed.

9 
Receipts and Payments

A list of payments (£4,853) was circulated as part of the financial report. There were no receipts.
10
Next Meeting

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 2nd February 2010 at 7.30pm.  Cllr. Durlacher apologised for his absence on this date.
11
Any other urgent business
11.1 Use of Lettice Dyke Funds

Cllr. Schofield agreed to contact the appropriate person to discuss ensuring rubbish was disposed of each week and also the possibility of using the refuse freighter to remove larger items when it arrives. Cllr. Garnett will be able to obtain supplies of plastic bags if needed.  In addition, the possibility of using the fund to help pay for electricity costs will be raised. Cllr. Garnett proposed and Cllr. Watson seconded the motion that a grant of £25 should be made available for an electricity prepayment “card”. This was agreed unanimously. 

11.2 Vulnerable People

Cllr. Durlacher felt the Council should be aware of vulnerable people who might be affected by power cuts. This might be co-ordinated through the Good Neighbours scheme.

There being no other urgent business, the meeting closed at 9.50 pm.

3

